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By Michael Gallagher

New York (NC) — The
other night on televison I saw
Stanley Kubrick’s *‘Dr.
Strangelove’” for the first
time in quite a while, and 1
noted several instructive dif-
ferences in tone and focus in
this black comedy classic of
the 60s and the two recent
nuclear Armageddon pro-
ductions, ‘‘Testament’ and
**The Day After.”

with this immortal line,
‘‘Listen, kid, sex is a sacred
subject around here.””

Soitisin ‘“The Day After”
and in “‘Testament,”’ and it’s
always linked with love.

In the first, just before the
missiles strike, a young farm
couple sneak upstairs to
make love at midday, taking
advantage of their young
children’s absorption with
televison. The night before
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‘Dr. Strangelove’ and the New Holocaust Films

that what they were depicting
fictionally was an all too
imminent possibility.
" Not that satire can’t be
serious. In its way it can be as
serious as ‘tragedy. If
‘‘Strangelove’’ indeed
pushed its ‘‘nothing sacred’’
theme to full throttle, it
would be quite a different
picture.

In fact in one respect you
might make a case that ‘‘Dr.

The president is a nice guy,
and everybody else, save the
absurd trio, is presented as
working feverishly to head
off disaster.

The reality was and is still
worse. In 1964, just as now,
population centers were
targeted. In 1964, just as
now, the real danger was not
what some eccentrics might
do, but rather the situation
itself which people like the

flippant, naughty-boy airs simply because it doesn’t
(the madman general is fully perceive the horror with
“Jack D. Ripper"’), is daring  which it deals.
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