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Bishop Michael Kenny

Jesus’ Words Surpass Bishops’ Peace Pastoral

By John Dash

Despite the moral ‘‘elec-
tricity’’ generated by the U.S.
bishops’ war and peace pas-
toral, and despite the need to
address questions of war and
peace in familiar terms, a
signer of that document feels
its argumentation doesn’t
measure up to the challenge
issued by Jesus.

Bishop Michael Kenny of
Juneau, Alas., is among a
number of bishops concerned
that “‘just war’’ theological
arguments ‘‘don’t stand up
because they miss the fun-
damental death and resurrec-
tion theme’ of Jesus’
teaching: to love one’s
enemies, to lay down one’s
life for one’s friend, to turn
the other cheek.

‘“Just war theory is just a
neat compromise’’ between
the demands of the gospel
and the exigencies of main-
taining a society, he said.
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The bishop, at one time the
youngest in the country, was
ordained with Bishop Mat-
thew H. Clark by Pope John
Paul Il in Rome.

Last week he was a speaker
at Corpus Christi Church’s
Festival of Hope, a three-day
event organized by John
Engels which also brought to
Rochester the evangelical
pastor and activist, Jim
Wallis.

Interviewed with Wallis,
Bishop Kenny explained his
position on Christian 'paci-
fism, stating that ‘‘when we
(the Christian communities )
were the victims,”’ of institu-
tional violence, Jesus’ call for
pacifism and standing apart
from the state were more
readily accepted.

However, once the Chris-
tian community became
identifiable with the state, the
‘*‘just war’’ theory arose.
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the Church) is to stand
apart,’’ Bishop Kenny said.

Nevertheless, Bishop
Kenny said he feels the pasto-
ral, *‘The Challenge of
Peace: God’s Promise and
Our Response,””’ is good piece
of work but could become a
‘‘dead letter”’ if the nation’s
bishops themselves do not
take it seriously.

He explained that the bish-
ops’ resolution to establish a
group monitoring the arms
race was a step in the right
direction.

That resolution was
approved in Washington
during the prelates’ Fall
meeting. Bishop John
O’Connor, former head of
the military ordinariate and a
member of the committee
which drafted the pastoral
letter, was named to head the
monitoring group.

The bishop also spoke on
reports of tensions between
the Vatican and the Ameri-
can hierarchy. ‘“‘Tension in
the American Church has its
echoes in Rome,”” he said.
Those tensions arise between
‘*healthy conservatism and
healthy liberalism, but
reaches unhealthy levels
wher it’s between those who
blindly hold onto the past
and those who want every-
thing right up to date,”’ he
said.

He said he feels tensions
are generated in Rome,
particularly, by the con-
servative element.

He said, ‘‘Hunthausen is a
wise man,’’ referring to the
public airing of the in-
vestigation of Archbishop
Raymond Hunthausen of
Seattle.

And he applauded Arch-

Yincent McGee

words are supremely political
wisdom,’’ particularly when
he speaks of seeing the face
of the neighbor in the
“‘enemy,’’ Wallis said.

people.”

bishop Hunthausen’s stunn-
However,

ing breach of ecclesiastical
tradition in keeping word of
the investigation secret.
‘“Secrecy has always been a
weapon to oppress people,”’
Bishop Kenny said.

The outcome of that in-
vestigation, however, could
be somewhat different.
*“Secrecy could continue.
There could be no movement
and suspicions could con-
tinue. Then the whole
Church loses, both in
authority and credibility,”’
Bishop Kenny said.

Nonetheless, *‘] just think
there’s a lot of hope. That .
there are new winds blowing
in all sectors of the Church
just can’t be denied.”’

for Christians,

““We can see the shining face
of Jesus as we covenant with
the poor,” he s;lid. ““Jesus’
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Vincent McGee, a New
York City attorney, known
by many in this diocese for
his political activities against
the Selective Service System
during the Vietnam War, and
a former vice chairman of
Amnesty International’s U.S.
board of directors, will speak
at a program ‘‘Writing for
Justice,”” 9:30 a.m.-noon,
Saturday, Dec. 10 at the
Knights of Columbus club-
rooms, 670 Thurston Road.

The event is ‘‘a gathering
of Inter-Religious Urgent
Action Network partici-
pants,”’ promotional litera-
ture stated.

The event will include an
ecumenical prayer service,
and is sponsored by the
human rights task force of
the diocesan International
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Justice and Peace Com-
mission.

Diocesan literature stated:
““The human rights task force
has been working for the past
four years to promote an
awareness of Amnesty In-
ternational in the Rochester
Diocese, and to encourage ° o TmEEEmmm—T
church groups, schools and : @ RJ
individuals to actively com-
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