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Bishop Michael Kenny 

Jesus' Words Surpass Bishops' Peace Pastoral 
By John Dash 

Despite the moral "elec­
tricity" generated by the U.S. 
bishops' war and peace pas­
toral, and despite the need to 
address questions of war and 
peace in familiar terms, a 
signer of that document feels 
its argumentation doesn't 
measure up to the challenge 
issued by Jesus. 

Bishop Michael Kenny of 
Juneau, Alas., is among a 
number of bishops concerned 
that "just war" theological 
arguments "don't stand up 
because they miss the fun­
damental death and resurrec­
tion t h e m e " of Jesus' 
teaching: to love one's 
enemies, to lay down one's 
life for one's friend, to turn 
the other cheek. 

"Just war theory is just a 
neat compromise" between 
the demands of the gospel 
and the exigencies of main­
taining a society, he said. 

The bishop, at one time the 
youngest in the country, was 
ordained with Bishop Mat­
thew H. Clark by Pope John 
Paul II in Rome. 

Last week he was a speaker 
at Corpus Christi Church's 
Festival of Hope, a three-day 
event organized by John 
Engels which also brought to 
Rochester the evangelical 
pastor and activist, Jim 
Wallis. 

Interviewed with Wallis, 
Bishop Kenny explained his 
position on Christian paci­
fism, stating that "when we 
(the Christian communities ) 
were the victims," of institu­
tional violence, Jesus' call for 
pacifism and standing apart 
from the state were more 
readily accepted. 

However, once the Chris­
tian community became 
identifiable with the state, the 
"just war" theory arose. 
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the Church) is to stand 
apart," Bishop Kenny said. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , B i shop 
Kenny said he feels the pasto­
ral, "The Challenge of 
Peace: God's Promise and 
Our Response," is good piece 
of work but could become a 
"dead letter" if the nation's 
bishops themselves do not 
take it seriously. 

He explained that the bish­
ops' resolution to establish a 
group monitoring the arms 
race was a step in the right 
direction. 

That r e s o l u t i o n was 
approved in Washington 
during the prelates' Fall 
m e e t i n g . B i s h o p John 
O'Connor, former head of 
the military ordinariate and a 
member of the committee 
which drafted the pastoral 
letter, was named to head the 
monitoring group. 

The bishop also spoke on 
reports of tensions between 
the Vatican and the Ameri­
can hierarchy. "Tension in 
the American Church has its 
echoes in Rome," he said. 
Those tensions arise between 
"healthy conservatism and 
healthy l iberalism, but 
reaches unhealthy levels 
when it's between those who 
blindly hold onto the past 
and those who want every­
thing right up to date," he 
said. 

He said he feels tensions 
are generated in Rome, 
particularly, by the con­
servative element. 

He said, "Hunthausen is a 
wise man," referring to the 
public airing of the in­
vestigation of Archbishop 
Raymond Hunthausen of 
Seattle. 

And he applauded Arch­

bishop Hunthausen's stunn­
ing breach of ecclesiastical 
tradition in keeping word of 
the investigation secret. 
"Secrecy has always been a 
weapon to oppress people," 
Bishop Kenny said. 

The outcome of that in­
vestigation, however, could 
be somewhat different. 
"Secrecy could continue. 
There could be no movement 
and suspicions could con­
tinue. Then- the whole 
Church loses , both in 
authority and credibility," 
Bishop Kenny said. 

Nonetheless, "I just think 
there's a lot of hope. That 
there are new winds blowing 
in all sectors of the Church 
just can't be denied." 

Picking up on that theme, 
Jim Wallis, editor of the 
national Sojourners maga­
zine and pastor of the 
Washington community 
which has the same name, 
said that such a hope arises 
from "the divine irony — 
the horrors of the world 
today are the occasion for the 
conversion of the Churches. 
It has been the historical 
crises that have occasioned 
revival." 

Citing the bishops' pasto­
ral, he said, "The real initia­
tive in developing the letter 
came from the bottom and 
was converted into a concrete 
Christian response to the 
danger of the arms race.'' 

Wal l i s said he feels 
"Churches and the American 
government are on a collision 
course, particularly because 
of the government's callous 
abandoning of poor people." 
He s a i d t h e U . S . is 
participating in an "orga­
nized global theft from poor 

Vincent McGee 
To Address AI 

Vincent McGee, a New 
York City attorney, known 
by many in this diocese for 
his political activities against 
the Selective Service System 
during the Vietnam War, and 
a former vice chairman of 
Amnesty International's U.S. 
board of directors, will speak 
at a program "Writing for 
Justice," 9:30 a.m.-noon, 
Saturday, Dec. 10 at the 
Knights of Columbus club-
rooms, 670 Thurston Road. 

The event is "a gathering 
of Inter-Religious Urgent 
Action Network partici­
pants," promotional litera­
ture stated. 

The event will include an 
ecumenical prayer service, 
and is sponsored by the 
human rights task force of 
the diocesan International 

Becket Hall 
'First Lady' 
To Be Feted 

Known as the "First 
Lady" of Becket Hall, 
Eleanor Bock will be feted 
for her 16 years of service to 
the institution at a reception 
in her honor from 1 to 4 
p.m., Sunday, Jan. 8, at 
Becket. 80 Fairport Road. 

Ms. Bock began as a re­
ceptionist and secretary to 
the rector in 1967. 

Donations for the recep­
tion are $2 and tickets may be 
purchased through Anne 
Marie Madison at Trant's 
442-7120 or Laura Campione 
at Becket Hall, 586-4471, or 
at home, 247-6790. 

Deadline to buy tickets is 
Dee. 28.- - - • -

Justice and Peace Com­
mission. 

Diocesan literature stated: 
"The human rights task force 
has been working for the past 
four years to promote an 
awareness of Amnesty In­
ternational in the Rochester 
Diocese, and to encourage 
church groups, schools and 
individuals to actively com­
mit some time to montly 
letter-writing efforts on 
behalf of prisoners of con­
science all over the world." 
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people." 
However, for Christians, 

"We can see the shining face 
of Jesus as we covenant with 
the poor," he said. "Jesus' 

words are supremely political 
wisdom," particularly when 
he speaks of seeing the face 
of the neighbor in the 
"enemy," Wallis said. 

CHRISTMAS 
A TIME 
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THE HOLY FATHER'S M I S S I O N AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

OUR The Midnight Mass in Bethlehem will be of-
GIFT fered lor the members of this Association. This 

TO is our Christmas thank you gift to you. Please 
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Sisters overseas. And have a happy Christmas! 

Store window displays and newspaper adver­
tisements remind us that Christmas is not too 
Uar off Is Christmas shopping a problem 
•or you? What to give at Christmas to ydur rela­
tives and friends need not be a puzzle any 

A TRULY longer.. . . Use our attractive Christmas Gift 
CHRIST-LIKE Cards Complete your Christmas gift list 
CHRISTMAS now. It's simple. Select a gift below, send us 

GIFT the person's name and address with your dona-
lion—and we do all the rest. We'll send that 
person or persons a Gift Card before Christ­
mas, saying what you have done.. . . At the 
same time your meaningful gift will give mil­
lions of people the Hope of the Christ Child. 
• S1080 Train a native priest 
• $ 300 Train a native Sister 
O S 100 Perpetual Family Membership in 

CHRISTMAS Catholic Near East Welfare Assoc. 
SHOPPERS' • S 100 Altar for mission chapel 

GUIDE G S 75 Mass kit (or a missionary priest 
D $ 50 Set of Vestments 
• $ 40 Chalice or Ciborium 
• $ 25 Tabernacle or Crucifix 
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Our missionary priests in the Holy Land will be 
MASS IN pleased to offer promptly the Masses you re-

THE quest at Christmas. Simply send us, with your 
HOLY LAND offering, the names of your friends.and loved 

ones, living and deceased. 
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