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At Vatican Request 

64 Hospitals to Ban Tubal Ligations 
By NC News Service 

At the request of the Vati­
can, the Sisters of Mercy of 
the Union have banned tubal 
ligations in their 64 hospitals 
across the United States. 

Bishop James Maione of 
Youngstown, Ohio, acting 
for the Vatican's Congrega­
tion for Religious, ordered 
the move, said Sister Theresa 
Kane, superior of the sisters, 
in an Oct. 27 letter to the 
order's 4,300 members. 

The Sisters of Mercy of the 
Union run more Catholic 
hospitals in the United States 
than any other religious or­

der. At least 25 of those 
hospitals had been allowing 
tubal ligations, a sterilization 
procedure, according to a 
1979 study by the order 
which led to the Vatican 
action. 

Bishop Maione said in a 
telephone interview Nov. 21 
that he was chairman of a 
"verification committee" 
which the Vatican agency 
named in March 1982. The 
Holy See asked the commit­
tee "to verify with Sister 
Kane and the members of her 
administrative team what was 
their policy" with regard to 
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Sunday of Advent are 
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imagery for all of us as we 
begia this season of Ad­
vent. 
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season of Advent and a 
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tubal ligations, he said. 
He added that the policy of 

Sisters of Mercy hospitals on 
tubal ligations "was the only 
question at issue" for the 
committee. The other com­
mittee members, he said, 
were Bishop William Keeler 
of Harrisburg, Pa., and Aux-
i l i a r y B i s h o p P a u l 
Waldschmidt of Portland, 
Ore. 

Bishop Maione, former 
vice president of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bish­
ops and NCCB president 
since Nov. 17, also said that 
he reported on the Holy See's 
request and Sister Kane's 
response to the nation's bish­
ops at an executive session 
during the NCCB's annual 

NCC Asked 
To Repudiate 
Lectionary 

Hartford, Cons. (NO -
Orthodox delegates to the 
Nov. 9-11 meeting of the 
N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l of 
Churches governing board 
formally repudiated "An In­
clusive Language Lec­
tionary," recently produced 
by the NCC's Division of 
Education and Ministry. 

They asked the governing 
board to declare that the 
lectionary was "produced 
only by a committee of inter­
ested groups and individu­
als" and did not represent a 
consensus of the National 
Council of Churches. 

Since the board had not 
considered or voted on the 
lectionary, a governing board 
committee appointed to re­
view the issue said no further 
action was needed. 

NCC General Secretary 
Claire Randall said all gov­
erning board members were 
notified when the lectionary 
project was initiated, and 
that none of them made any 
response. 

The lectionary changes 
many masculine terms to sex-
-neutral ones and calls God 
"Father (and Mother)." It 
contains readings for the 
liturgical year beginning in 
Advent 1983. Similar 
translations will be used for 
the second and third years of 
the three-year lectionary cy­
cle. 

CARA President 
Resigns Post 

Washington (NC) -• 
Passionist Father Cassian J. 
Yuhaus, president of the 
Center for Applied Research 
in the Apostolate, submitted 
his resignation in October, 
a n n o u n c e d C a r d i n a l 
Lawrence Shehan, chairman 
of the CARA board of 
directors. 

Father Yuhaus, whose res­
ignation will be effective in 
April, resigned in order to 
work with religious con­
gregations, dioceses and 
other church organizations in 
renewal, the cardinal said. 

meeting in Washington, 
D.C., Nov. 14-17. 

He said his committee has 
reported to the Vatican and 
was now waiting the Holy 
See's response. The bishops 
also noted that the Holy See's 
intervention followed about 
three years of discussions by 
two committees of the NCCB 
with the Sisters of Mercy on 
the tubal ligation issue. 

In 1979 the bishops' 
Committee on Doctrine re­
quested a copy of the order's 
study on tubal ligations 
policies and began dis­
cussions with the nuns on the 
question, Bishop Maione 
said. Archbishop John R. 
R o a c h o f S t . P a u l -
Minneapolis became NCCB 
president in November of 
that year, he said, and shortly 
afterward appointed Bishop 
Maione, then the new vice 
president of the conference, 
to head a special NCCB 
committee to carry on the 
discussions. 

Sister Kane said in her Oct. 
27 letter responding to the 
Holy See's demands that 
"after several weeks of in­
tense personal and communal 
r e f l e c t i o n , inc lud ing 
extensive consultation within 
and outside the (Sisters of 
Mercy) community, we unan­
imously decided to execute 
the move" to ban tubal liga­
tions. 

The letter added, however, 
that research suggested the 
"appropriateness" of the 
procedure "when there was 
serious reason and when 
prescribed by a physician and 
with the woman's full con­
sent." 

Tubal ligation is a surgical 
procedure in which a 
woman's Fallopian tubes are 
sealed, preventing eggs from 
traveling from the ovaries to 
the uterus, and thus making 
her sterile. Catholic moral 
teaching forbids direct con­
traceptive sterilization, say­
ing it is contrary to natural 
law. 

The U.S. bishops' ethical 
directives for Catholic health 
care facilities say sterilization 
is permitted when there is no 
other way to prevent, cure or 
treat a serious disease. This 
could be the situation, for 
example, in the surgical re­
moval of a cancerous uterus 
or ovary. The directives also 
allow Catholic facilities to 
permit c o n t r a c e p t i v e 
sterilizationjinder "duress or 
pressure" --if, for example, 
a refusal to allow the pro­
cedure could force the hospi­
tal's closing. 

Most of the hospitals cited 
"pathological medical in­
dications" as the grounds for 
the procedure, but among 
factors that one hospital con­
sidered was the likelihood 
that the woman would con­
ceive an abnormal child. 

In May 1979 the order's 
General Administrative 
Team headed by Sister Kane 
responded to the study with a 
statement saying that "tubal 
l i g a t i o n , in c e r t a i n 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , is an 
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appropriate expression of 
h o l i s t i c h e a l t h care 
and...failure to provide this 
service in those circumstances 
may cause harm to persons.'' 

The following year, how­
ever, the NCCB reaffirmed 
its position in a clarification 
of its medical ethics norms. 

"Formal cooperation in the 
grave evil of contraceptive 
sterilization either by approv­
ing or tolerating it for medi­
cal reasons is forbidden and 
totally alien to the mission 
entrusted by the church to 
Catholic health care facili­
ties," it said. 

Study New Code, 
Holy Father Urges 

Vatican City (NC) - Pope 
John Paul II has urged 
careful study of the new 
Code of Canon Law so that 
ecclesiastical life may be 
"more profound, more unit­
ed and better ordered." 

The pope spoke Nov. 21 to 
a group of 100 Religious who 
are studying the code at 
Rome's Pontifical Gregorian 
University. The new code, 
which took effect as the 
general law of the Latin 
church Nov. 27, was enacted 
by Pope John Paul II on Jan. 
25. 

Pope John Paul called the 
text "the fruit of a re­
markably collegial work" 
and a "sign of true commu­
nion." 

Because it is "very dif­
ferent" from the previous 
general law that has governed 
the church since 1917, the 

pope said, "this code must be 
studied seriously to be un­
derstood." 

"Certainly, it takes its 
place in church tradition, but 
it brings life to that tradition 
with the spirit and the norms 
of the council," the pope 
said, alluding to Vatican II. 

The new code is more 
ecumenical than the old code, 
more flexible and less central­
ized. It recognizes lay rights 
and stresses the pastoral 
exercising of authority by 
local bishops. 

Calling the new code the 
"last document" of the Sec­
ond Vatican Council, the 
pope said study, of the text 
"allows us to better appreci­
ate certain council provisions 
and to avoid the abuses 
sometimes caused by their 
misapplication or false in­
terpretation." 

-DONALD J. MEEHAN-
Retired U.S. Internal Revenue Agent 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS m Those who wish to have arrangements carried out 
in accordance with the ideals of their faith can rely 
upon the funeral directors listed to perform their 
duties with sympathetic care and attention. T 

A R N D T 
FUNERAL H O M E 
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Ronald John Arndt 
2254350 
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