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Editorials

1st Thanksgiving
Really Wasn't
Y o u can bet your turnip that the Puritans didn't
know it but when they celebrated that first Thanksgiving with the Indians, they were taking part in a
pagan ritual ~ at least if J. Ingersoll, professor of
anthropology at Catholic University, is correct in his
theory.
And if the prof is o n target, that wasn't, by far, the
first Thanksgiving. He says the feast actually
originated thousands of years ago in the Mediterranean area.
H e explains: Primitive people inhabiting that
region associated a spiritual essence with their major
food crop. Following each harvest, a festival o f

"thanksgiving" was celebrated to venerate the
"grain g o d d e s s " for her bounty and goodness.
A s with all g o o d ideas, the c u s t o n r spread,
eventually reaching the Siberians w h o crossed the
Bering Strait into the New World via Alaska and who
are ethnically related to our o w n Indians. Local
deities were integrated into the harvest worship.
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Thus, according to Ingersoll's theory, it was
"marvelous irony" that the Puritans unknowingly
took part in ritual they would have shunned if only
they had known. It was not the first or last time that
the righteous have been taught by those they hold in
short esteem.
But, as Ingersoll points out, "if the Pilgrims had
known what they were doing, Thanksgiving, as we
know it today, might never have evolved."
But that isn't all. The Puritans did not hold with
prescribed holy days so despite the success of the
celebraton, it still had to be re-proclaimed annually.
Obviously, the Pilgrims had learned other things
from the Indians, such as farming the rocky
Massachusetts soil, the bountiful results of which
gave impetus to that "first" Thanksgiving. In fact,

the Indian chief and his followers who showed up
believed it was in veneration of the corn goddess. The
celebration lasted four days.
How was the whole thing eventually resolved? Just
as with many o f our other Christian holidays, the
Puritans translated the pagan celebrations into their
own beliefs.
There is something eerie to the thought that when
we sit down to table tomorrow in the year of our
Lord 1983 and dutifully thank the Deity for the
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victim by degrees to grave
degradation.
We are all Tnade to give
glory to God, to be His
instruments in this life. We are made to the image and
likeness of God. In walking
this earth, we are — with the
help of God - to be other
Christs. It is commonly heard
that we are a priestly people.
Such dignity imposes a true
responsibility upon each of
us. We must not degrade
ourselves. Each of us is made
to be the temple of God. To
be worthy of such a destiny
requires the help of grace.
We lose grace by turning
away from God.
One more point we need to
remember ~ we share in the
guilt of the sins of others if
we encourage them in their
sins. Let us pray to the Holy
Spirit to enlighten us so that
we know clearly what we
must do or must omit in
order to live holy lives, with
the indispensable help of
Almighty God.
For
Catholics, devotion to the
Holy Mother of God is
essential, as in truth it is for
all who wish to please God.
Father Salem Faddoul
Pastor
St. Nicholas Church
20 Leo Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621

Respect
Is Lacking
EDITOR:
1 am upset that the
Courier-Journal gave such a
place of honor (the front
page) on Nov. 2 to "Digging
I n . . . A n d C r a w l i n g for
Peace."
Face it, these people were
breaking the law and that's
just what it comes down to.
Digging under a n y o n e ' s
fence, the government's or
mine, is trespassing and
wrong — no matter what the
reason! I'm a little tired of
these " d o - g o o d e r s " who
think if they make fools out
of themselves and teach our
children the wrong way of
doing things that we people
will make them out to be
saints!
What ever happened to
prayer and the rosary and the
Christian way of pleading for
anything - even peace?
We were brought up to
honor and respect the religious. 1 find it hard to
respect these people when
they do not demand my

harvest that we may well be participants in a tradition
dating back to primitive times, all part of the eternal
now.

Remembrance
A n d while we t a k e the day t o celebrate o u r
blessings, it is always well t o r e m e m b e r that not
everyone is invited to the p a r t y .
Such cynical observations as that of Mark Twain
often color our views of the Puritans -- "First they
fell upon their knees, then they fell upon the
aborigines." We tend at times to see these early
fugitives from European intolerance as overly
self-righteous with narrow vision and sparse love.
Yet they did share that early banquet with those they
could have easily shunned - something we more
modern pilgrims often have failed to d o .
T o be sure, there will be many not invited to the
feast tomorrow. Some are victims
of economic

problems, others of circumstance and many of
injustice — yes, even on the part o f the revelers.
So with the heartfelt thanks should go prayers for
r e m e m b r a n c e of the p o o r , the h u n g r y , the disenfranchised, the lonely, that they m a y share in the
fruits of a future thanksgiving and that the rest of us
work to help them toward that end.
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respect The Sisters or any love of Jesus in our hearts
religious have a special job to and shouldn't need to have a
give example in all they do - drug to relax ourselves to
I hope my children did not better socialize with other
read the paper before I threw people.
And now we have a state
it away!
Do not think that I like the law whereby those that serve
issue of nuclear arms any alcoholic beverages to people
more than the next person, that drive and are involved in
but let's work in an in- accidents are as liable as the
telligent matter and stop this intoxicated driver.
It is sad that a law had to
nonsense in public.
I'll take a line to thank be enacted to wake us up the
those religious who still do fact that so-called social
demand respect. My dearest drinking is certainly not very
friend is a Sister of St. Joseph Christ-like and should never
and I thank God for her have been tolerated to begin
dedication and sensitivity. W l t h
Bill Rottkamp
(You know who you are!)
109 Thorncliffe Drive
Margaret Czerwiec
Rochester, N.Y. 14617
10 Dublin Heights
Editor's Note: Reader
Penfield, N.Y. 14526 Rottkamp's observations are
meritorious and obviously
stem from sincere concern
for others. Yet, at the risk of
over-generalizing, it should
be remembered that Jesus
EDITOR:
Why do we serve alcoholic Himself took part in the
beverages at our church celebration of the wedding
functions when liquor is a feast of Cana. And wine was
drug the same as many other served at other gatherings He
drugs that people smoke or had with his apostles and
others. As with most things,
inject into themselves?
It just doesn't seem right moderation should be the
and especially at a church rule. Unfortunately, it often
get-together that we should is not and therein lies the
danger troubling reader
need to serve liquor.
As Christians, we have the Rottkamp.

Church, Booze
Don't Mix
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