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THE POPE 

Priesthood Is Mystery Rooted in Jesus Christ 
Castelgandolfo, Italy (NC) — Here is the Vatican text of 

Pope John Paul II's English-language address to a group 
of 37 U.S. bishops, many of whom were making their 
official five-year visits to Rome, on Sept. 9 at Castelgan­
dolfo. 

D
ear brothers in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
A few days ago I had the joy of being 
with another group of American bishops. 
At that time we reflected on the episcopal 
office, which like the Church herself, is a 
mystery rooted in Jesus Christ and in his 

saving love for humanity. We reflected on the bishop's 
calling to be a living sign of the incarnate word, a living 
sign of Jesus Christ. Today we may well again the bishop's 
personal role in teaching, governing and sanctifying the 
people of God; his altogether particular responsibility for 
the transmission of the Gospel, and the unique task that is 
his as the builder of community within the Church. For the 
love and zeal with which you fulfill your special ministry in 
the Church, I thank you in the name of Christ our Lord. 

And yet, there is another great ecclesial reality that 
complements our consideration of the episcopacy, and it is 
the unity of the priesthood of Christ, which we share with 
our brother priests. It is to them that our thoughts turn 
today — to our esteemed and loved co-workers, who 
participate with us in a ministry and mission that comes 
from Christ, belongs to Christ and leads to Christ. 

And if the bishop's role is unique, so too is that great 
witness in the Church of a united priesthood. Unique also 
is that wonderful fraternity of the presbyterate which is 
gathered about the bishop and works, with him and under 
his leadership, to build up the unity of the Church, but 
which already express this oneness in the powerful and 
dynamic unity of priestly consecration and mission. 
Unique too is that depth of shared responsibility between 
the bishop and his priests. For the bishop, the priests are 
brothers, sons, friends, counselors and needed helpers in 
the vast task of effectively proclaiming Jesus Christ and 
salvation in his name. Not only as individuals do priests 
perform these roles; but the priests' councils providentially 
assist the bishop in the pastoral government of the diocese, 
and are to be promoted according to the norms of the new 
Code of Canon Law (cf. Cans. 495-502). 

In addressing, ourselves to the reality of the priesthood, 
we have a special personal apostolic challenge to fulfill. We 
are above all called upon to live the mystery of the 
priesthood as worthy examples to our brother priests. In 
this regard, our celebration of the Eucharist tells our 
priests, as well as the whole world, so much about our own 
eucharistic faith. Even after years of.experiencing the joys 
attached to a vast number of apostolic activities, we can 
look back and say that our greatest strength and the 
deepest source of gladness for our hearts has been the daily 
celebration of Mass, beginning with those early days after 
our priestly ordination. And we have always been 
convinced that the Eucharist is our most outstanding 
contribution to the Church, our greatest priestly service to 
the people, the deepest meaning of that splendid vocation 
which we share with our brother priests. 

Just yesterday, with my approval, the Sacred Congrega­
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith, in a letter to the bishops 
of the Church, reiterated the vital role of the priest as the 
minister of the Eucharist. Only the priesthood can furnish 
the Eucharist to God's people. And only priests have the 
wonderful opportunity to serve God's people by supplying 
them with the bread of life. Already, on the day of its 
publication, this document of the Holy See received the 
supportive commentary of a pastoral letter of a brother 
bishop of yours. He expressed so much of the Church's 
understanding of the priesthood in the following terms: 
"The priestly ministry requires us to do many things: to 
preach the word of God, to minister the other sacraments, 
to encourage, to console, to serve human need, to serve the 
Church in administration, which the New Testament 
numbers among the charisms, and to do a variety of other 
things in virtue of the mission we receive from the Church. 

This means, of course, that the priesthood does not 
consist exclusively in the celebration of the Eucharist. And 
yet, if we reflect carefully on the Church's faith about the 
essential link between the sacrament of holy orders and the 
Eucharist, it does mean that the celebration of the 
Eucharist is at the heart of what it means to be a priest. It 

means that somehow and in an ultimate way the priest 
Finds his identity in this link between his priesthood and the 
Eucharist" (pastoral letter of Archbishop John Quinn, p. 
4). 

Hence as we strive to live this mystery of the priesthood, 
we have the task of extolling the importance of the 

priesthood to the Christian peo-
• pie. In explaining the relation of 
I the Eucharist and the priesthood, 
) we are in effect proclaiming the 
| mystery of the Church's life. 

Another aspect of our apostolic 
I charge is to confirm our brother 
] priests in their identity as ministers 
I of the Eucharist, and therefore 
ministers of the Church. Before 
the people and before our priests, 

| in moments of calm and in times 
:of crisis, we must assert the 
| priorities of the priesthood. Each 
brother priest is meant to be, with 
us, in the words of St. Paul, "a 

servant of Christ, called to be an apostle and set apart to 
proclaim the Gospel of God" (Rom. 1:1). It is in the very 
act of "proclamation" that we assert our common identity 
and confirm our brothers. Even back to the earliest times, 
the choice made by the twelve was very clear. The apostolic 
priorities for the priesthood, as expressed in the Acts of the 
Apostles, are "to concentrate on prayer and the ministry of 
the word" (Acts 6:4). 

The Second Vatican Council did not fail to emphasize 
both elements for the priests of today. For example, it 
clearly states: "the ministry of priests takes its start from 
the Gospel message" ("Presbyterorum Ordinis," 2). At the 
same time the council points out that the ministry of the 
word terminates in the Eucharist, which is itself "the 
source and summit of the whole work of evangelization" 
("Presbyterorum Ordinis," 5). Yes, if we read carefully the 
signs of the times as they relate to the priesthood, we will 
discern that the Eucharist determines the meaning of the 
priesthood and tt̂ e identity of our priests. The council is 
clear and concise. Its testimony means so much to clarify 
the meaning of our priesthood, to shed light on 
postconciliar questionings and theological reflections. Let 
us all listen again, together with our presbyterates. It is the 
Holy Spirit speaking through the council and saying: 
"Priests fulfill their chief duty in the mystery of the 
eucharistic sacrifice. In it the work of"our redemption 
continues to be carried out" ("Presbyterorum Ordinis," 
13). It is crystal clear today and. for the future: The, 
priesthood is for ever linked to the eucharistic sacrifice and 
to the actuation of the redemption. 

But the Eucharist is also linked to the building of 
community. Here too all our priests can fulfill their divine 
vocation and their human aspirations. Through our priests, 
each local community.is built up in faith and charity, and 
in an openness to the universal Church of which it is a 
miniature expression. 

In the eucharistic sacrifice the priest finds the source of 
all his pastoral charity (cf. "Presbyterorum Ordinis," 14). 
The spirituality of all diocesan and religious priests is 
linked to the Eucharist. Here they obtain the strength to 
make the offering of their lives together with Jesus, high 
priest and victim of salvation. Through the eucharistic 
sacrifice, celibacy is confirmed and strengthened. From his 
cross the Lord Jesus speaks to all his priests, inviting them 
to be, with him, signs of contradiction before the world. 
Jesus' plea has entered into the apostolic tradition: "Do 
not conform yourselves to this age" (Rom. 12:2). 

In every age of the church there are many meaningful 
actuations of the priestly ministry. But after the Eucharist, 
what could be more important than the "ministry of 
reconciliation" (2 Cor. 5:18) as exercised in the sacrament 
of penance? What greater human fulfillment is there than 
touching human hearts through the power of the Holy 
Spirit and in the name of the merciful and compassionate 
redeemer of the world? Like the laity, our priests must 
strive to serve in many relevant ways every, day, but they 
alone can forgive sins in the name of the Lord Jesus. And 
connected with the forgiveness of sins is new life and hope 
and joy for the people of God. 

With fidelity to Christ, in whose "person" he acts, the 
priest realizes his identity and mission also through the 

Tor the bishop, the priests 
are brothers, sons, friends, 
counselors and needed 
helpers in the vast task of 
effectively proclaiming 
Jesus Christ and salvation 
in his name. Not only as 
individuals do priests 
perform these roles, but the 
priests' councils 
providentially assist the 
bishop in the pastoral 
government of the diocese, 
and are to be promoted 
according to the norms of 
the new Code of Canon Law.' 
Liturgy of the Hours, through different forms of prayer, 
through the reading of the word of God and through the 
oblation of his will, made in union with that of Christ. The 
priest's special love will always be with the sick and dying, 
with those in pain and sorrow, and with those in sin. For 
every bishop and priest there is but one ideal — the person 
who says: "I am the good shepherd...and I lay down my 
life for the sheep" (Jn. 10:14). 

In the light of this principle, so many other aspects of the 
priesthood are clarified: the value of celibacy is pro­
claimed, not so much as a practical exigency, but as an 
expression of a perfect offering and of a configuration to 
Jesus Christ. An understanding of the need for priests to 
perform, with full human commitment and deep com­
passion, those activities which only ordained priests can 
do, confirms the wisdom of the bishops' synod of 1971, in 
regard to that general exclusion of priests from secular and 
political activity. It is more than ever necessary that "as a 
general rule the priestly ministry shall be a full-time 
occupation" (part two, 2, a). 

Dear brother bishops, since so much of the Church's life 
depends on the ministry of priests, let us mobilize the 
people of God to pray and work for vocations. And let us 
encourage our brother priests to do everything possible to 
help young men respond to the call of Jesus Christ, no 
matter what the cost. The Lord of the harvest will not 
desert his Church. 

Before concluding, let me thank you for the zeal with 
which you have welcomed and supported the seminary 
visitation program headed by Bishop John Marshall, now 
being conducted in America. It is being done by my 
authority but in the spirit of full collegial responsibility. 
For this reason I invite you to open your seminaries 
willingly to this visitation, and to do everything possible for 
its success. What is at stake is the effective training of the 
present and future generations of priests, so that they may 
be able to transmit the message of salvation in all its purity 
and integrity, in accordance with Christ's command: 
"Teach them to carry out everything I have commanded 
you" (Mt. 28:20). 

Dear brother bishops, in building up the priesthood of 
Jesus Christ, one of our greatest instruments is fraternal 
love — fraternal love among ourselves and for our priests. 
But this love must be clearly manifested, so that our priests 
will know, beyond all doubt, of the esteem and solidarity 
that love begets in us. In the attitude of our daily pastoral 
contacts with them, let us repeat convincingly in word and 
action: For you I am a bishop, with you I am a priest. 

Praised be Jesus Christ, the one high priest of our 
salvation. And may his mother Mary be a mother to us all. 

Fr. Paul J. 
Cuddy 

On the Right Side 

-<CSF" 

From Brother Ignatius 
D i S a n t o , S V D , New 
Guinea 

"I've been thinking of 
you very much lately. 
Hope you are not ill. I 
always remember to in­
clude you in Holy Mass 
and Holy Communion. 
Mary Elizabeth (a cousin 
in Clyde) supplies me with 
your On The Right Side 
column. Last week she 
sent me 'Listening to the 
Woes of a Friend', on 
liturgical abuses, and 

'Keeping Reverence in the 
Mass.' 1 enjoyed them 
very much. They mean 
more to me than many 
sermons we get these days. 
I usually pass them on to 
some of the priests and 
Sisters. Many agree with 
you. Some don't. 
But we have a lot of 
'Don 'ts' these days. 

"I am enclosing a letter 
from our Archbishop, 
espec ia l ly about the 
Marian devotions. Here, 
every First Saturday we 

have the Fatima pro­
cession. 1 do not go in the 
procession," but go to the 
parish church. The pro­
cession ends there, and I 
try to make a Holy Hour 
instead, and for the same 
end. Ever since you sent 
me those Abp. Sheen 
tapes on the Holy Hour -
in 1973 it was -1 have tried 
to make that Hour. I've 
tried different times, but 
for some time now, I have 
settled from 2 to 4 a.m.. 
and then go back to bed 
for another hour. But 1 go 
to bed early so 1 can be in 
the chapel for morning 
prayers at 5:45. I usually 

,get the prescribed steep - 6 
to 7 hours - and then a 
long day, mostly on my 
feet. Can you imagine 
what happens when 1 sit 
down. Usually in the land 
of Nod but fast. 

"We have had a long 
dry season with no rain in 
sight, but I did manage to 
get some tomato seeds and 
cucumber seeds. We have 
been enjoying the cucum­
bers for a couple of weeks 
now, and the tomatoes are 
just commencing to show 
a little color. I expect to 
put some in jars, God 
willing. Please excuse 
mistakes. My glasses and 
eyes are not the best, and 
the eye doctor said he just 
couldn't get them better. 
God's will be done. 
Thanks for everything and 
God bless you." 

Cewiincat; Brother Ig­
natius is an SVD Brother, 
a native of Clyde, and 
related to dozens of 
Salernos and OiSantos in 
the area. He is 77 years 
old, and continues to 
work. He has great skill 

with machinery, and has 
kept engines and machines 
going far beyond their 
time. His skill with the 
land has made him in­
valuable in raising needed 
vegetables and fruits for 
the Missions. His consci­
entious religious life is an 
edification. I am quite 
humbled to know his 
prayer from 2.to .4 a.m. 
was inspired by the Abp. 
Sheen cassette talks given 
way back in 1973. While 
his letter was coming, 1 
had sent him the Sunday 
supplement from the 
Rochester Democrat and 
Chronicle which featured 
vineyalds ^JUKI iwiise .pro­
ductions in upper New 
York State: Naples. 
Hamrnortdspbrt, C o n - , 
esus*. Cahandaigua. He 
worked for many years at 
the Society pf the Divine 

Word vineyards at Con-
esus. It cost $2.40 air 
mail, buf he will be de­
lighted with it. If you have 
friends in the Missions, -
or elsewhere: in the mili­
tary service, Peace Corps, 
school, people who have 
moved away, etc. why nor 
drop them a note about 
home? It means much to 
them. But make your let­
ters cheerful. They have 
enough headaches of their 
own, without taking on 
any more. An old Latin 
rhyme, with ecclesiastical 
pronunciation, reads: 

" Amore, more. oreTte. 
Servamtur amicitiae-." 

Which translates: "fiy 
love, by habit,, JJ>' word, 

•by deed. Friendships are 
preserved." Why not 
write a letter to a friend 
today? Or to me? 


