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Word for Sunday 

Dishonesty 
Rewarded? 

Sunday's Readings: 
(R3) Lk. 16/1-13. (Rl) 
Am. 8/4-7. (R2) 1 Tin. 
2/1-8. 

Sunday's parable — 
"The Crooked Manager" 
— has often posed dif
ficulties in interpretation. 
Is dishonesty to be 
lauded? The manager 
created his own problems 
and tried to solve them in 
a questionable way, to say 
the least. The employer 
smiled and said, "Pretty 
clever of the old chap." 

Since the moral of the 
parable wasn't too clear, 
St. Luke applied morals: 
'the worldly take more 
i n i t i a t i v e t h a n t he 
other-worldly;" "make 
friends for yourselves 
through your use of this 
world's goods;" "if you 
cannot be trusted with 
elusive wealth, who will 
trust you with lasting?" 

Actually, we shall be 
close to Luke's in
terpretation if we say our 
Lord meant us to imitate 
the manager in his 
prudence, not in his dis
honesty. So many good 
people don't use their 
heads. Lenin labeled them 
"useful idiots" - those 
well-meaning people who 
unwittingly further the 
cause of the world revolu
tion. 

When God gave us 
brains, He probably in
tended us to use them. As 
Henry Ford quipped once: 
"Thinking is hard work, 
that is why so few engage 
in it." The French artist, 
Henri Matisse, who tried 
to clarify forms by a pro
cess of color simplifica
tion in his oil paintings, 
was asked, "How do you 

mix colors?" He answered 
curtly, "With brains, sir, 
with brains." 

Centuries ago there 
lived in London a dour 
money lender worse than 
Scrooge. A merchant 
owed him a large sum and 
was unable to repay it. 
The lender proposed a vile 
bargain: the merchant's 
young and beautiful 
daughter for the cancella
tion of the debt. The 
merchant recoiled at the 
vile offer. Then piously, 
the lender offered to put it 
in the hands of God. 
"Suppose," he said, "I 
put a white and black 
pebble in a bag, and let 
the girl draw one. If 
white, the debt would be 
cancelled and she would 
not have to marry him. 
But if black, the debt 
would still be cancelled 
but the girl would have to 
marry him." 

The merchant had no 

choice: either this or 
btor's prison. ( 

The lender stooped and 
picked up two pebbles. 
The girl, sharp-eyed with 
fright, noticed that the 
lender had picked up two 
black pebbles and put 
them into the bag. What 
could she do? To expose 
his villainy would only stir 
his wrath. To refuse to 
choose, she would send 
her father to prison. 

The desparate girl used 
her head. She reached into 
the bag, pulled out a 
pebble and, without look
ing at it, accidentally 
dropped it on the ground 
where it was tost among 
all the other pebbles. 

"Oh," she cried, "how 
clumsy of me!" Then, she 
added, "But it doesn't 
matter. If we look into the 
bag, we'll be able to tell 
which pebble I took from 
the color of the one that is 
left." The crooked lender, 
of course, did_not dare 
admit his dishonesty, so 
the girl won both her own 
and her father's freedom. 
Was ghe girl dishonest or 
prudent? 

So God wants us to use 
our brains. We can be 
clever without being cun
ning; subtle without being 
misleading; sharp without 
being dishonest.. 

Spring Cleaning? Call Us! 
We'll pick up your household 
discards of clothing, furniture, 
appHance. automobiles, to help 
the needy. 
Volunteers of America 

CALL 454-1150 
Donations are Tax Deductible 
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Archbishop Roach: 
'An Act of Murder' 

Washington (NC) - The president of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
has condemned as "an act of murder" the 
Soviet attack on a Korean Air Lines jet 
which killed 269 passengers Sept. 1. 

The NCCB president, Archbishop John 
R. Roach of St. Paul-Minneapolis, also 
said the incident illuminates "the danger 
and fragility of international relations 
today." He commended President Reagan 
for deciding hot to cut off U.S.-Soviet 
negotiations on nuclear arms limitations. 

In a statement issued at NCCB head
quarters in Washington Sept. 7 Archbishop 
Roach said incidents such as the Soviet 
attack must be called by "their real 
names." 

He added, "The conscious, purposeful 
destruction of the Korean airliner was a 
direct attack on innocent human lives ~ an 
act of murder." 

Archbishop Roach said the incident "in 
more than one way" illuminates the nature 
of international relations. 

"As the U.S. bishops' pastoral letter on 
war and peace observes, the United States 
and the Soviet Union are divided by 
philosophy and history, but linked in their 

shared capacity to do enormous injury to 
one another and to the world," he said. 

That capacity to inflict injury on each 
other underlines the common interest which 
both countries share, he added. 

Archbishop Roach praised Reagan "for 
recognizing the moral reality" of the Soviet 
action and the "moral imperative of a U.S. 
response that does not exceed what is 
necessary." 

"In particular I agree that despite this 
massive and evil tragedy U.S.-Soviet nego
tiations on nuclear arms limitations must 
continue," he said. 

Archbishop Roach's mention of the 
bishops' pastoral letter, "The Challenge of 
Peace: God's Promise and Our Response," 
marked the first time since it was approved 
by the bishops last May that the pastoral's 
teachings have been used by the bishops' 
conference to address a specific interna
tional issue. 

The pastoral states that despite dif
ferences between the U.S. and Soviet 
systems, "the irreducible truth is that 
objective mutual interests" - such as a 
reduction in the danger of nuclear war — 
"do exist between the two superpowers." 

de- Recorder Group Deadline 
The Rochester chapter of 

the American Recorder Soci
ety meets 7:30 p.m. the sec
ond and fourth Tuesdays of 
the month, starting Sept. 13, 
at the First Baptist Church, 

175 Aliens Creek Road. 
Classes on the instrument are 
available through the society. 
Further information is avail
able by calling Betty 
Weisansal, 235-6726. 

Items intended for publica
tion must be typed and in the 
Courier-Journal offices by 
noon Thursday before the 
Wednesday publication. 

IS YOUR CUP 
RUNNING OVER? 

The love you want to give, the spiritual and material blessings you 
want to share—what better place can they go than to the suffering 
children of the missions? 
Pouring out yourself to fill their empty cups, you will find yourself 
filled again... by the Spirit whose healing, saving work you do in 
helping the missions. 
Send your sacrifice, your gift of love, today to the Propagation of 
the Faith, the principal support of the mission Church in need 
around the world.. 

Yes! I want to give my love to the world through a genuine sacrifice for the 
mission Church. 
Enclosed is my gift of: 

D $2,400 Q $1,200 D $600 D $300 • $150 D $50 D $25 D $10 D Other $_ 
a I will send a monthly donation when possible. 

Name 

Address 

City State -Zip 

Please ask the missionaries to remember the following intentions at Mass 

<w 

Send your gill lo: K ° F °° 9 83 

The Society for 
T H E P R O P A G A T I O N O F T H E F A I T H 
Father Robert C. Bradler 
123 East Avenue, Rochester, New York 14604 . 
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