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‘Daniel’ a Sorry Look at Past

By Henry Herx

New York (NC)—
““Daniel’’ (Paramount) is a
film about a brother and
sister who share the pain of
growing up in a foster home
after their parents are
executed for treason. It is
also about the virtues and
failings of American democ-
racy over the last half centu-
ry. Unfortunately, its ambi-
tions are not fully reellzed on
either score.

Daniel Isaacson (Timothy
Hutton) and his younger sis-
ter, Susan (Amanda Plum-
mer), are now young adults,
each bearing the burden of
their past differently. Susan,
a campus radical, is totally
dedicated to the cause of
ending the war in Vietnam,
while introverted Daniel pays
attention to nothing but his
graduate studies.

When Susan is committed
to a mental hospital after a
nervous breakdown, Daniel
feels partly responsible and
follows her wish that he
investigate their parent’s trial
and determine their guilt or
innocence. His memories as a
child and the recollections of
those involved with the case
furnish the major portion of
the film. After wading
through much contradictory
evidence and conjecture, the
question of legal justice re-
mains unresolved, but in the
process Daniel is able to
accept his heritage and find
some fmeasure of peace in his
own identity.

The problem is that
Doctorow’s fictional
Isaacson family is much less
interesting than the historical
context which engendered

Art Group

Area artist Paxton Maffett
will give an oil painting de-
monstration at the next meet-
ing of the Chili Art Group,
7:30 p.m.,, Thursday, Sept. 7,
at the Chili Community
Center, 4400 Buffalo Road in

North Chili. The public is:

invited and memberships will
be welcome.
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A TWO GRAVE PLOT
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overramanticizing ‘‘the way
we were.”’

‘limitations of re-creating
such a crowded span of histo-
ry, the film’s essential failing
is the frozen character of
Daniel. This central role is
pnmarily a passive one —

tions — but in Hutton’s
wooden performance, the
only thing that changes are
his clothes, until just before .
the end when he cries at his
sister’s funeral. The rest of
the cast, incidentally, are
quite good even if most of the
roles are slogans rather than

P

them. Worse, the script’s
ponderous jumbling of past
and present continually un-
dercuts the dramatic poten-
tial of its subject.

The film presents Daniel’s
parents as idealistic members
of the Communist Party who
become the victims both of
the party and of the country’s
anti-Red fears. Their fault
lies in being true believers of
Stalinist dogma, for which
they are willing to sacrifice
their lives. It is certainly not
their politics that Daniel fi-
nailly comes to accept as his
legacy but rather his parents’
dedication to the cause of
social justice and their
example in struggling against
racism, economic exploita-
tion of workers and civil
rights abuses.

Opening with newsreel
footage of anti-Vietnam
demonstrations and con-
cluding " with shots of last
summer’s spectacular anti-
war rally in New York City,
the film suggests the continu-
ity of peace and justice issues
that have troubled the na-
tion’s conscience over the
past SO years. By lumping
them all together, without
distinguishing the various
political factions or delving
into ideological differences
and motivations, the film is
at best simplistic, if not polit-
ically naive and prone to

Even if ore accepts the
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flesh-and-blood characters.

Periodically during the -

film, the audience is prepared
for the Isaacsons’ execution
because Daniel reads
passages describing the
various barbaric ways in
which the state has put peo-
ple to death over the cen-
turies. It is a mistaken device
because it makes the

.clectrocution scene — grisly

enough in itself — anti-
climatic and unnecessary. It
is symptomatic of what’s
wrong with the film: what
isn’t underdeveloped is
overdone.

The Motion Picture
Association of America has

given Daniel a rating of R,
restricted. The U.S. Cathohc
Conference rating is A-IIl,
aduits.

Heating & Cooling
Service & Installations
Gas & Oil Furnace

Central Air & Heat Pumps
Electronic Air Cleaners

JOHN BETLEM INC.
CALL PAUL
271-8888
898 Clinton Ave. So.

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER

EDWIN SULEWSKI
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

WHAT SHOULD ! SAY WHEN | GO
TO THE FUNERAL HOME?

What you say may not be nearly as important
as the fact that you are willing to go to pay your
respects. Saying the “right thing” is nearly impos-
sible. In fact there may be no “right thing” to say
that adequately expresses how we feel.. Many
“bereaved persons have told us that comforting
words aren’t the only way to help! Presence at the
funeral home is equally important to communicate
your sympathy and concern. A hug or briefly -
holding your friend’s hand is a good way to say “|
care” When a friend {oses a loved one, express your
feelings either verbally or non-verbally in person at
the funeral home or as soon as possible after the

funeral.

SCHAUMAN FUNERAL

2100 St. Paul St.

SINCE 1850

FishN_ “Seafood

f‘mg Fresh Maine Mahogany

0\“\'\ CLAMS 10-Dozen Bag oniy

1 799

Similar to hardshell littleneck clams but at substantial
savings. Delicious steamed or prepared casino-style.

Fresh -

MONKFISH FILLET

This special fish has lobster-like taste and texture.

only 2::9

Fresh, Pasteurized, Jumbo Lump Blue 99
only 7

CRAB MEAT  sounce can

Delivered fresh from the Carolinas. Jumbo {ump_pieces
are ideal for crab cocktails. Supplies limited.

Offers good thru Saturday, 9/10/83

Hot, Deep-Fried

JUMBO
HADDOCK DINNER

Generous portion of deep-fried Haddock with french
fries and cole sltaw. Call in your order early to avoid

waiting.

PERINTON HILLS MALL

Offer goad thru 9/9/83

only a4as

GENESEE REGIONAL MARKET
ROUTES 30 and 250 ¢ 223-5900" 900 JEFFERSON ROAD * 424-3210.
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