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The Camp, the Bomb, the Covenant

Following is the text of a homily preached by Father
William Moorby, associate pastor of St. Patrick’s Church
in Seneca Falls, the weekend of Aug. 6 and 7.

You’re looking at a damned man. At least that’s what
people have said about me... that
is, if I talked about peace.

“You’ll be damned if you do
and damned jf you don't.”’

Well, I’d rather be damned for
doing something than for failing
to act.

The eyes of the community
these past few weeks have been
focused on the Women’s Peace
Encampment at the (Seneca
Army) Depot; and the feeling of
the people and the actions that
have occurred would alone be
reason enough to speak about
peace and nuclear disarmament.

FR. MOORBY
But, this activity in Romulus is only one reason I speak
about peace today.

The American bishops, including Bishop Clark, in their
recent pastoral letter, have challenged us as a people to
look at the question of nuclear disarmament.

Today marks the anniversary of the dropping of the first
atomic bomb on Hiroshima, so it seems fitting to say that |

probably would be damned by God if I neglected to address
this topic.

Last Monday, the day of civil disobedience at the depot,
the community was very tense, afraid that violence might
occur. Fortunately it did not. As the day came to a close, a
thunderstorm rolled into our community and, as | was
walking into the American Legion to congratualte the R&R
softball team who had just beaten my team, I noticed that a
giant rainbow stretched across the sky. The rainb;w was
directly over the Presbyterian Church which had housed
the women who were arrested in Waterloo, and directly
over the American Legion, which represents in many ways
the men and women who have served in our armed forces
to bring about peace.

How ironic it seemed, yet how symbolic, that the
rainbow, the sign of the covenant between God and man,
should appear on this day.

For it was after the destruction of the world by the great
flood in the time of Noah, that the rainbow was seen as the
sign of the covenant, the sign of Gad’s promise that He
would not again reduce the world td chaos, even for the
sins of humanity. God has made that promise to us but
have we made a like promise to God? Or, will the sins of
humanity itself reduce the world to chaos? For the only
promise that nuclear war holds for us is that it will reduce
the world to chaos.

Nuclear weapons are not the Children of God; we are
God’s children. Nuclear weapons are the progeny of
humankind, the product of our technology. The first
atomic bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima 38 vears ago

today was named ‘‘Little Boy” and what a destructive

“‘little boy’’ he was!

He killed 92,000 people, many of whose corpses could
not even be found for they were erased from existence!
May we never erase from existence the memory of such a
destructive act that reduced a corner of our world to chaos.
The souls of the innocent cry out; let them be heard before
we reduce the whole world to chaos.

You may not like many of the things that are going on at
the Women'’s Peace Encampment — nor do |

But please take the time to take a look at the world we
are creating and ask yourself the question, “‘Is my world
being formed in the image and glory of God, or is my world
being formed by a technology that is bent on self-
destruction and chaos?”’

I could state what the pope says about nuclear
disarmament, or quote from the bishops’ pastoral letter,
but in the final analysis, it is never what others say to us
that brings about change, that stirs us into action. It is what
we say to ourselves. )

This issue is an emotional one, it is a challenging one.
May each of us truly search our hearts to hear what the
spirit of God says to us. As we celebrate the liturgy today,
listen closely to the words tht are prayed, that speak so
much of peace. 1 pray that cach of us allow the word of
God to transform us, to free us from the fear, the
prejudice, the ignorance that binds us. And I pray that
God’s word enable us to be true instruments and
ambassadors of the Peace of Christ.

By Jerry Filteau

Washington (NC) — The
final working plan for a
Vatican-commissioned study
of seminaries in the United
States covers everything from
the academic and spiritual
formation of seminarians to
such nuts-and-bolts questions
as what kind of photo-
copying machines seminary
libraries have and how often
are they used.

The 103-page study in-
strument, the result of nearly
two years of consultations
and development, was re-
cently approved by the Vati-
can and was made public
Aug. 17 after it had been
mailed to the country’s bish-
ops, seminary rectors, and
superiors of men’s religious
orders.

It establishes com-
prehensive norms for
evaluating a seminary’s ef-
fectiveness and sets up two
main phases for the individu-
al study of each of the
nation’s Catholic theological
seminaries.

The first phase will be
consist of an advance-written
report in response to an

Faith Healer
Resigns; Is

Reassigned

Vatican City (NC) -- Pope
Jo{m Paul I accepted the
resignation Aug. 6 of an
African archbishop who
claims to be a faith healer
and named him to a newly
created post at the Vatican.

The Vatican announce-
ment of the resignation of
Archbishop Emmanuel
Milingo as head of the Arch-
diocese of Lusaka, Zambia,
and his. appointment as
‘“‘special delegate’” to the
Pontifical Commission for
Migration and Tourism
signaled the end of a more
than 16-month Vatican in-
vestigation of the archbish-
op.

The Vatican gave no de-
tails about Archbishop
Milingo’s new post.
 The controversy which led
the Vatican to order Arch-
bishop Milingo to Rome in
April 1982 centered on his
reported ability to heal physi-
cal ailments through prayer.
The archbishop, 53, says he
discovered the power in 1973
and has healed hundreds of
people since then. Many
Catholics in his archdiocese
supported him strongly, but
others have questioned the
authenncxty of lns healing
ministry.

extensive questionnaire. In
the report the seminary will
provide detailed information
on such things as its ad-
‘ministrative - stfuctures and
personnel, fifances, research
facilities, faculty make-up
and qualifications, student
body data, academic,
spiritual and pastoral pro-
grams, and future planning.

The second phase, the
heart of the study, will be
handled in three-day visits to
each seminary by a five-
member team of experts. The
teams, each composed of two
bishops, one religious superi-
or and two priests from sem-
inary faculties, will meet with
the local bishop and seminary
trustees, administrators, fac-
ulty, students and other des-
ignated groups in order to
analyze in depth the quality
and effectiveness of the sem-
inary’s spiritual, liturgical,
pastoral and academic pre-
paration of its students.

Those to be interviewed by
the visitation team, the study
instrument says, should in-
clude ‘‘a large segment’’ of
priests and 141§ with whom
the seminarians work in field
placements and ‘‘a sampl-
ing”’ of recently ordained
graduates from the seminary
and their pastors or religious
supenors

The visitation tcam S Writ-
ten report, evaluating both
strengths and weaknesses of
the seminary and making
recommendations, will be
sent to the seminary rector
and competent bishop or re-
ligious superior for com-
ment, will be reviewed by an
advisory group of bishops,
and will involve further
consultations if needed be-
fore a final report is drawn
up.

The final report will be
sent to the Vatican’s Con-
gregation for Catholic Edu-
cation, with copies to the
seminary rector and the re-
sponsible bishop or religious
superior.

If the Vatican congrega-
tion recommends any
changes to the seminary, the
responsible bishop or re-
ligious superior will ordinari-
ly be expected to report
within six months to a year
on action taken to address
those recommendations.

The new study instrument
will be used to evaluate the 58
theological seminaries in the
United States. Variations on
that instrument are yet to be
completed for the evaluation
of some 200 other institutions
preparing candidates for the
pnesthood These include

......
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houses of formation,
theological unions and. col-
legiate (pre-theology) semi-
naries.

While theological semi-
naries generally unite aca-
demic, spiritual and pastoral
formation under a single
administration, houses of
formation and theological
unions involve two or more
distinct institutions, usually
one that administers the aca-
demic program and another
that is in charge of spiritual
and pastoral formation.

The Vatican’s Congrega-
tion for Catholic Education,
at the request of Pope John
Paul 11, instituted the U.S.
seminary study in September
1981 in cooperation with the
National Conference of
Catholic Bishops. The Holy
See appointed Bishop John
Marshall of Burlington, Vt.,
former head of the U.S.
Bishops’ Committee on
Priestly Formation, to head
thestudy.

Father Donald Wuerl, re-
ctor of St. Paul Seminary in
Pittsburgh and Bishop
Marshall’s assistant for the
seminary study, said that the
evaluation instrument took

House OKs
Benefits
For Jobless

Washington (NC) -- Under
threat of a presidential veto
the House approved legisla-
tion establishing a new $4
billion program of - health
care benefits for the nation’s
unemployed over .the next
two years.

The measure was approved
252-174, leaving it more than
30 votes short of the two-
thirds support it would need
to override a presidéntial
veto.

The U.S. Catholic Confer-
ence, public policy arm of the
U.S. bisheps, supporied the
health care plan but with the
proviso that the program not
include coverage for abor-
tions.

The abortion issue had
been expected to prompt a
major debate during House
considerarion of the measure.
But an amendment by Rep.
Thomas J. Bliley Jr. (R-Va.)
to limit abortion coverage in
the program to life-of-the-
mother cases was withdrawn
after the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services
assured Bliley that existing
prohibitions on federal fun-
ding of abortions would

- apply to the new program.
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nearly two years to complete
because of the extensive
consultations and the pilot
testing that went into its
development.

Initial drafts were drawn
up in consultation with the
priestly formation commit-
tees of the National Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops and
the Conference of Major Su-
periors of Men, the national
organization of religious or-
der heads, Father Wuerl said.

Before a fourth draft was
taken to Rome in July for
Vatican approval, he said,
the third draft was sent to all
the country’s bishops, major
superiors of men and semi-
nary rectors for comment. In
addition two volunteer semi-
naries, St. John’s in
Brighton, Mass., and St.
Mary of the' Lake in Mun-
delein, Iil., underwent team
visitations and evaluations
last spring under the draft
instrument to give a practical
test of its effectiveness.

The first seminary visita-
tions will take place in the
coming school year, the
priest said, with eight visits
scheduled in October and 11
in February.

He said Bishop Marshall
hopes to complete the
evaluation of theological
seminaries within two years.

In the meantime, work will
continue on completing the
evaluation instruments for
the other priestly formation
institutions to be studied,
with an *‘optimistic’’ goal of
completing the whole study
within five years, he said.

The basic evaluation plan
is modeled upop an already
existing plan which has
gained-wide acceptance in the
American Catholic seminary
community. Under that plan
.more than 50 U.S. seminaries
have been studied and
evaluated in recent years by
visitation teams under the
auspices of the priestly
formation committees of the
U.S. bishops and major su-
periors.

There are two major dif-

Gerould’s

Pharmacies
S. Main St. and

Church & Hoffman
Elmira

Deliv}'ery Service

733-6696

ferences between the new
study and the earlier evalua-
tions: The earlier studies were
undertaken only when a sem-
inary requested one, while all
seminaries at college level
and above are required to

‘Vatican Approves Program For Seminary Evaluation

participate in the new study;
and the reports in the new
study will be sent to the
Vatican, where the reports in
the other evaluations re-
mained within the United
States.

Summer Program

Elmira - Forty pupils had
a positive learning experience
when they participated in the
Sisters of St. Joseph Summer
Program to correct learning
problems noticed during the
regular school year.

The pupils, K-12, learned
new material as well as
mastering new concepts not
conquered in regular classes.
Individual lesson plans of
one hour each were scheduled

for each pupil during the 8
a.m. to noon program.

The pupils met in the
Learning Assistance Room at
St. Patrick Regional Junior
High. Coordinating the pro-
gram was Sister Robertina
Finnegan, Special Education
teacher for the Chemung
General Education System.
Participating were Sisters
Constance Bickford, Theresa
Laurene, Margaret Mancuso
and Frances Manieri.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS >~

Those who wish to have arrangements carried out
in accordance with the ideals of their faith can rely
upon the funeral directors listed to perform their
duties with sympathetic care and attention.

ARNDT

FUNERAL HOME

1118 Long Pond Road

{near Maiden Lane}

Ronald John Arndt

225.6350

Personal and Dignified Service
Parking for Over 70 Cars .|

BURNS-HANNA
FUNERAL HOME INC.
11795 Ridge Rd. E.

467-5745

Funeral Home

1270 Norton St.
544-5000

Michael R. Yacklw .

FRANKLIN GRANATA

POLVINO ano GRANATA
FUNERAL HOME
371 LAKE AVE.

ROCHESTER
458-3341
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