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'We Cannot Remain Silent 
In the Face of Such Danger' 

Last in a Series 
By Jim Lackey 

Washington (NC) - In the final pages of their pastoral letter 
on war and peace the U.S. bishops make one last effort to 
answer two questions that vexed them throughout the 
development of the massive document. Both defied simple 
answers. 

One is, "Why do we address these matters fraught with such 
complexity, controversy and passion?" The other simply asks, 
"What are we saying?" 

The bishops say they addressed such difficult issues in the 
pastoral, "The Challenge of Peace: God's Promise and Our 
Response," because as Church leaders they cannot avoid the 
responsibility of raising the moral dimensions of the nuclear 
arms race. What was created by God now can virtually be 
destroyed by man, the bishops remark. 

"We cannot remain silent in the face of such danger...We 
are simply trying to live up to the call of Jesus to be 
peacemakers in our own time and situation." 

In simplest terms what the bishops are saying, according to 
this section of the pastoral, is that the good ends of defending 
one's country or protecting freedom cannot justify the use of 
immoral means of warfare, such as indiscriminate use of 
weapons. 

"Fundamentally, we are saying that the decisions about 
nuclear weapons are among the most pressing moral questions 
of our age. While these decisions have obvious military and 
political aspects, they involve fundamental moral choices." 

The bishops add, "We fear that our world and nation are 
headed in the wrong direction. More weapons with greater 
destructive potential are produced every day. More and more 
nations are seeking to become nuclear powers. In our quest for 
more and more security we are actually becoming less and less 
secure." ,lj 

The bishops also say that peacemaking is riot optional. "It 
is a requirement of our faith. "' 

"We are called to be peacemakers not by some movement 
of the moment but by our Lord Jesus. The content and 
context of our peacemaking is set not by some political agenda 
or ideological program but by the teaching of his Church." 

The bishops use the concluding sentences of their pastoral 
also to reiterate their view that the only way to true peace is 
through the establishment of global structures that have the 
aut hority to head off warfare before it begins. 

mi The 
Challenge 
off Peace 

Such a global body, the bishops say, must have the 
equipment to keep constant surveillance of the world, must 
have the authority to investigate possible preparations for 
war, must have the power to enforce its commands on every 
nation, and must pose no threat to any nation's sovereignty. 

The pastoral urges the U.S. government to propose that the 
United Nations create an international task force for peace 
that would meet daily with one agenda: "the creation of a 
world that will one day be safe from war. 

"Freed from the bondage of war that holds it captive in its 
threat, the world will at last be able to address its problems 
and to make genuine human progress so that every day there 
may be more freedom, more food and more opportunity for 
every human being who walks the face of the earth." 

But as the bishops conclude their pastoral they also 
emphasize the need for courage, faith and perseverance. 

"If ridding the world of the weapons of war could be done 
easily, the whole human race would do it gladly tomorrow. 
Shall we shrink from the task because it is hard?" they ask. 

The bishops also comment that "it is our belief in the risen 
Christ which sustains us in confronting the awesome challenge 
of the nuclear arms race...We believe his grace will never fail 
us." 
• And they urge readers of the pastoral, "Let us have the 

courage to believe in the bright future and in a God who wills 
it for us - not a perfect world, but a better one. 

"The perfect world, we Christians believe, is beyond the 
horizon in an endless eternity where God will be all in all. But 
a better world is here for human hands and hearts and minds 
to make." 

Sign of Love 
"In God We Trust - And Teach" was the theme of 
Catholic Schools Week and that sentiment is 
reflected in this picture from St. John the Evangelist 
School in Spencerport. First grade teacher Sister 
Patricia McDermott and Karen Zimmerman open a 
special valentine made for Karen by her parents who 
were invited to make special for their children, bring 
it to school and provide a special surprise for their 
youngsters. 

Buying, 
Selling Or Looking 
For ̂ Mortgage? 

Nothnagle Can Help You Do It AD. 
Are you buying a home? Selling a 
house? Concerned about getting a 
mortgage? Or, are you worried that a 
prospective buyer for your home won't 
be able to find a mortgage? 
When it comes to real estate, at 
Nothnagle we do it all. A Nothnagle 
Associate can help make looking for a 
home easy. You can browse at your 
leisure through our Gallery of Homes 
in a comfortable living room 
atmosphere. Computerized multiple 
listing service gives our Associates 
and you quick access to all listings as 
soon as they become available. An 
Associate can assist in obtaining the 
home you want at fair price and terms. 

If you're interested in 
selling your home, 
Nothnagle has 400 
Realtors and Associates 
in seventeen offices who 
all work together to help 
quickly sell your home. At 
Nothnagle, our Associate? 
will furnish you with an 
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up-to-date value estimate, display 
your home in our Gallery of Homes, 

and place it in the computerized multi
ple listing, advertise your home in the 

newspaper, and even hold an open 
house of your home.. . if you desire. 

We can help when it comes to 
mortgage money, too. Nothnagle 

Home Securities Corp. has been a 
specialist in mortgage banking since 

1969. Through Nothnagle Home 
Securities Corp., our Associates can 

obtain the best available financing 
terms. We tailor current mortgage 

loan programs to fit your needs. We 
can give your financial situation 
personal attention, and we can 

simplify closing 
orocedures. 

At Nothnagle, we are 
ready and able to help 

you whether you're 
buying, selling or looking 

for a mortgage. 
Nothnagle does it all in 

real estate. Rochester's Largest Realty Company 
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Jem Herrera 

Home Spirit 
270* Chili Avenue 

2477700 
3 GREAT NAMES in REAL ESTATE 
Join to make Rochester's Greatest 

REAL ESTATE COMPANY 
Robert Malone 

Cttume 
TishX Seafood 

Fresh, Pasturked 
JUMBO LUMP BLUE 

CRAB MEAT 8-ounce can only 
Delivered fresh from the Carolinas. Jumbo lump pieces 
are ideal for crab cocktails. Supplies limited. 

Fresh, Cultured $049 

MUSSELS 3-pound bag only \ # 
Beautifully sized, cleaned mussels ideal for steaming, 
in sauce, or bouillabaisse. 

Fresh Maine Mahogany $ Jk "799 

CLAMS 10-Dozen Bag only 1 • 

Similar to hardshell littleneck clams but at substantial sav
ings. Delicious steamed or prepared casino style. 

Fresh, Deep Sea $-fl 39 

WHITEFISH FILLETS only I lb. 
Mild tasting fillets delivered fresh daily. 

All offers good through August 20, 1983. 

PERINTON HILLS MALL 
ROUTES 30 and 250 • 223-5900 

GENESEE REGIONAL MARKET 
9 0 0 JEFFERSON ROAD • 424-3210 


