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Can Religious Serve Both Church and State? 
Last in a Scries 

By Liz Schevtchuk 
NC News Service 

Priests, nuns and brothers in public 
office think they can merge calls to serve in 
government with their religious vocations. 

The official Church, expressing itself• in 
the new Code of Canon Law, seems to be 
more skeptical. 

Canon 285 of the revised code, to take 
effect later this year, states that "clerics are 
forbidden to assume public offices which 
carry with them a sharing in the exercise of 
civil power." Subsequently Canon 287 
seems to open the door somewhat by 
suggesting that if the good of the Church or 
the common good require it, clerics might 
"take an an active role in political fac­
tions" if the "competent ecclesiastical 
authority" agrees. One interpretation of 
the new code is that it also would apply 
such restrictions to Religious as well. 

Yet, priests, brothers and nuns in such 
jobs say that their public service stems from 
their Church service. 

"It's really been a ministry, a form of 
public service to me," said Sister Barbara 
Sullivan of the Sisters of Mercy, Belmont, 
N.C., who serves on the Belmont city 
council. "It's an extension of my service in 
the community," she said of the non­
partisan post. "Unless you're in de­
cision-making jobs, you don't have much 
to say" — for example, about policies to 
help the poor or elderly — she said. 

"It's just a continuity of what I was 
doing before," said Father Bob Ogle, a 
member of the Canadian Parliament, and 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, diocesan priest 
and former missionary. 

"It absolutely is a political ministry," 
said Sister Ardeth Platte, a Grand Rapids 
Dominican and non-partisian member of 
the Saginaw, Mich., city council. "We can 
change one policy" and help many people 
more effectively than by doing other 
service-oriented work, said Sister Platte, 
who also has been involved in educational 
programs for ex-offenders and school 
drop-outs. 

Christian Brother Richard Emenecker, 
superintendent of the Pittsburgh Bureau of 
Cable Communications, said his city gov­
ernment job evolved from years of teaching 
communications. "I said 1 believe I can be 
of service to the broader community" and 
still be a religious brother, he said. "It 
wasn't as if I was abandoning the Church. I 
was making a professional move that would 
involve me more with a broader communi­
ty." 

Norbertine Father Robert Cornell, 
former Democratic congressman from 
Wisconsin, said that one argument fre­
quently cited against Religious and clerics 
in politics is that they will have to 
compromise Catholic belief on some issue, 
such as abortion. Both he and Father Ogle 
disagree. 

"The only area in which I'm at odds with 
the party is abortion," said Father Ogle, 
whose party, the New Democratic Party, 
has adopted a pro-choice stance. Father 
Ogle has a pro-life position. "I make my 
stand ve-v clear," he said. "I'm quite sure 
I've nev voted against my conscience. I 

Fight's Not Over, 
Pro-Lifers Vow 

By Liz Schevtchuk 
Washington (NC) — They 

may have lost the Senate 
battle over the Hatch-
E a g l e t o n a n t i - a b o r t i o n 
amendment, defeated 50-49 
on June 28, but they haven't 
lost the war, pro-lifers 
asserted after the vote. 

Some pro-life groups 
claimed a form of victory in 
the defeat. Others, however, 
in an action highlighting the 
rift between anti-abortion 
groups over tactics, criticized 
the amend irent and its sup­
porters on »«; grounds that 
Hatch-Eag.eton was not 
strong enough. One pro-life 
activist even called for the 
resignations of leaders of the 
National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops' pro-life 
office and the National Right 
to Life Committee because of 
the amendment's defeat. 

Nonetheless, both wings of 
the pro-life camp emphasized 
that their efforts to end 
abortion will continue. 
" P r o - c h o i c e g r o u p s , 

meanwhile, expressed elation 
over the Senate vote, coming 
soon after a Supreme Court 
decision overturning abor­
tion restrictions, although, 
they, too, noted that the war 
over abortion is not over. 

"Although the outcome 
was expected, it is disappoin­
ting in the short run," said 
Father Edward Bryce , 
director of the Office of 
Pro-Life Activities of the 
National Conference of 
Catholic .Bishops. "But the 
fact that the Senate has final­
ly begun to address this issue 
head-on marks a distinct step 
forward in the process of 
reversing the (Supreme 
Court) abortion decisions. 
The disappointment of pro-
life Americans is therefore 
tempered by optimism about 
the future." 

"Pro-life American^ Tiust 
and will continue to raise 
their voices in defense of the 
unborn until the right to life 
is re-established as a matter 
of law," the priest added. 
"Few struggles are more 
worthy or more necessary 
than this one. It will continue 
until it succeeds." 

Pro-life leaders are "un­
daunted ," the National 
Committee for a Human Life 
Amendment Inc., said. "We 
got this bill out of committee 
and onto the floor of the 
Senate, which is much 
further than any bill of this 
kind has gotten to date," said 
Ernie Ohlhoff, the group's 
executive director. '"There is 
no further question but that 
we made a very impressive 
showing." 

He added that "we will be 
back next year, the year after 
and every year until this issue 
is resolved." 

Dr. John C. Willke, presi­
dent of the National Right to 
Life Committee, termed the 
Hatch debate and vote a 
"landmark event for the 
right-to-life movement in 
America." 

He said it was expected 
that the measure would fail 
to win a two-thirds majority 
and that the 50-to-49 vote 
indicates the Senate is almost 
evenly split on the issue. 
"The pro-life movement will 
now redouble its efforts in 
the electoral process. We will 
also seek enactment of other 
pro-life _ measures in Con­
gress," Willke said. "Those 
who voted against this 
amendment voted to con­
tinue this holocaust" — the 
abortion of one of every 
three babies conceived, he 
said. 

Some pro-l ife groups 
which did not favor the 
amendment used its defeat to 
attack their anti-abortion col­
leagues who backed it. 

Paul Brown, director of 
the Life Amendment Politi­
cal Action Committee, de­
manded the resignations of 
Father Bryce and Willke 
because they had "led their 

suporters to slaughter.'' 
"By pushing this futile 

amendment to the floor of 
the Senate, the National 
Right to Life Committee and 
the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops have ac­
complished what the Na­
tional Abortion Rights Ac­
tion League and the Planned 
Parenthood Federation of 
America have not been able 
to do," Brown said. "They 
have handed the pro-life 
movement the greatest single 
legislative setback in its 10-
year history and have driven 
a mammoth wedge into the 
movement itself." 

Father Bryce was not im­
mediately available to re­
spond to Brown's charge. 
The National Right to Life 
Committee had no comment. 

Another group, the Ameri­
can Life Lobby, headed by 
Paul Brown's wife, Judie, 
said the Hatch-Eagleton vote 
was "not a decisive vote." 
Without mentioning them as 
such, Mrs. Brown also 
chastized supporters of 
Hatch-Eagleton. "Some have 
wasted precious time in 
promoting this doomed fed­
eralism approach .which dete­
riorated to nothing more 
than an exercise in futility," 
she said. "We demand that 
t h e y r e - a s s e s s t h e i r 

goals...and support legisla­
tion which can be passed and 
will do something to stop this 
dreadful slaughter." 

The Ad Hoc Committee in 
Defense of Life described 
Hatch-Eagleton as a "sordid 
attempt to bring up a con­
stitutional amendment before 
the votes were there" and as 
"a dismal failure," which 
means further action in the 
Supreme Court and in poli­
tics is necessary. 

Spring Cleaning? Call Us! 
We'll pick up your household 
discards of clothing, furniture, 
appliance, automobiles, to help 
the needy. 
Volunteers of America 

CALL 454-1150 
L A A , / Donations are Tax Deductible 

wouldn't vote against my conscience. 
Father Cornell had similar comments. 
"I never faced a situation where I felt 1 

had to make any compromise on a moral 
issue. I surely wouldn't make it," the 
Wisconsin priest said. 

"If I had problems, I'd bow out," added 
Sister Barbara Sullivan. "I wouldn't com­
promise Church principles or my own 
principles." 

Sister Elizabeth Morancy, a Sister of 
Mercy of the Union, and Democratic state 
representative hi Rhode Island, also votes 
in accordance with her conscience on 
abortion — but she votes to oppose pro-
life bills. 

"Most of tl}e abortion bills they (pro-
lifers) put in are clearly unconstitutional," 
she said. "Irrespective of the issue, I'm not 
going to pass bills that are blatantly 
unconstitutional and are not going to stand 
up in court." 

The elected and appointed officials also 
say they can provide a special form of 
service because it is often difficult (in small 
towns, especially) to find people to seek 
office; because, being single, they have time 
lay people do not always have; because they 
can hold the often low-paying jobs ($5 a 
city council meeting or $300 a year for a 

state legislator, in just two cases) middle-
class and poor people can't afford to take; 
and because of their work with the poor 
they can bring a special sensitivity and 
awareness to public office that others lack. 

Some suggested the Vatican and Pope 
John Paul II need to rethink Church 
policies. 

"I surely think that it should be de­
termined on a individual case basis," said 
Father Cornell, who would like to run 
again if possible. "I think that some of the 
Church leaders feel that if clergy got 
involved we'd have too many" out cam­
paigning, he said. But, 'you're not going to 
have all the clergy running for public 
office." 

"Political ministry must remain as an 
option for Religious and laity" alike, 
especially women, said Sister Platte. 

She thinks the Church may eventually 
change its position. "What we're seeing 
now as the prohibitions come out is the 
tension necessary to bring about change. 
No new building can be built until the old 
building crumbles," she said. She added 
that she is not talking about "eradicating 
the Church off the face of the earth." 

"I'm talking about making a better 
Church." 

Along the Way 
Bishop Clark's col­

umn,"Along the Way," 
does not appear this week, 
but will resume in the next 
edition. 

Pio Groups 
Washington, N.J. (NC) — 

The first American National 
Congress of Padre Pio 
Prayer Groups will convene 
for prayer and reparation to 
the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary on Aug. 27 at the Blue 
Army Shrine of Our Lady of 
Fatima in Washington, N.J. 

SWUT smrrs 
575 BROOKS AVt. BOCHCSTER, n t *•«» 

V2 GALLON OF OUR FAMOUS 
HOME MADE ICE CREAM 
$2.50 with this coupon 

(Regular Price $3.10) 
Limit: 4— Vi Gallons Good Until 

Friday, July 22,1983 
Monday through Friday, 10-7 • « „ _ - . 
Saturday, 9 5 436-8870 

Only VJ mile East on Brooks Ave.-Exit from Route 390 
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VigbX 
Seafood 

Whole or Half 

Fresh 

Red Salmon 
$ 3.99 

i 

only 
Flown fresh from the Pacific. 4- to 6-pound 
average. Whole head off. 

Fresh Genuine Sole Fillet 
$2.99 only lb. 

Boneless, snow-white fillets delivered fresh 
daily. Delicious baked, sauteed, or lightly 
broiled. 

Fresh 
Maine Mahogany Clams 

$ 
Bag of 10 Doz. only 16.99 

Similar to hard-shell littleneck clams but at 
super savings! Delicious steamed or 
prepared casino-style. Supply is limited. 

All offers good through Sat, July 9,1983 

Perinton Hills Mall 
Routes 31 and 250 • 223-5900 

Genesee Regional Market 
900 Jefferson Road • 424-3210 
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