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St. George's Church 
To Celebrate 75 Years 

Bishop Matthew H. Clark 
will join parishioners at St. 
George's Lithuanian Church 
11 a.m., Sunday, Oct. 23 for 
a Mass celebrating the 75th 
anniversary of the parish. 

Later that day, a dinner 
and artistic program will be 
held at the Mapledale Party 
House. 

A parish commentary on 
the event stated: 

" T o d a y , when Roman 
Catholics have become in
creasingly aware of religious 
repression in Poland and 
o ther eas tern European 
countries, they fail to realize 
thattheir local community 
may harbor a parish whose 

Reflections 
On Dublin 

Our May tour had three 
days in Dublin, where we 
did the usual things: a 
tour of Trinity College 
with the famous Book of 
Kells; Phoenix Park; bus
tling O'Connell Street 
with its crowds, stores, 
hotels, post office; heroic 
statues of Irish patriots, 
and even a little shrine to 
Our Lady erected in grati
tude by Lithuanian refu
gees; Grafton Street with 
its elegant shops and 
Bewley's coffee house; 
C h r i s t ' s C a t h e d r a l , 
C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d 
(Episcopal) since the Ref
ormation, where a TV 
crew from Sweden was 
f i lming an A n g l i c a n 
service for a special on 
Ireland. 

Two things were added 
at my request. First, a visit 
to University Church off 
St. Stephen's Green, op
posite the Shelbourne 
Hote l . This beautiful 
basilica church was built 
by John Henry Newman 
during his seven frustrat
ing years in Dubl in , 
1852-1859. 

Dur ing these seven 
years, Newman founded 
the University. He built 
University Church, a holy 
w o r k o f a r t a n d 
architecture. And he de
l i v e r e d t h e f a m o u s 
lectures, published as 
"Idea of a University." 
Father O'Connell and I 
were pleased to have our 
p i c t u r e t a k e n b y 
Dansville's Helen Pratt , 
standing in the same 
p u l p i t f r o m w h i c h 
Newman preached. The 
best book of Newman's 
I r e l a n d d a y s i s 
"Newman 's University: 
Idea and Reality" by the 
Irish Jesuit Fergal Mc-
Grath. (Longmans-Green. 
1951.) 

Then we drove to Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church 
in the toughest part of 
Dublin, where the body of 
Matt Talbot is venerated. 
Matt was born in 1856 in 
Dublin and was a drunk
ard at the age of 16, so 
bad he sold his shoes for 
drink. At the age of 28 he 
abruptly reformed and 
became a saintly man of 
profound prayer and char
ity, and later a loyal 
member of the Irish 
Transport Workers Un
ion, when it was being 
organized by the famous 
u n i o n organizer , J im 
Larkin, known to Ameri
cans by the TV pres
entation of "Strumpet 
City." He died in 1925. 
His. cause for canoniza
tion is being promoted. 

On my first tour of 
Ireland I became a friend 

of 23-year-old Frank 
Moore who had charge of 
cassette tapes at Veritas, 
Ltd., a large Catholic 
book store near Abbey 
Theatre. I was trying to 
introduce Sheen tapes into 
Ireland through Veritas. 

Each year since we have 
met in Dublin. I said: 
"Frank, there is a boys 
high school run by Fran
ciscans in Gormonstown, 
about 10 miles from 
D u b l i n . T h e I r i s h -
American Cultural In
stitute arranges for 150 
American boys and girls 
to spend five weeks in 
Ireland in the summer. 
They live at the school, 
t a k i n g c o u r s e s a n d 
experiencing Irish culture. 
Ellen Ganey, one of our 
group, has sent grand-
nieces and a nephew there, 
and is anxious to see the 
place. And so am I. Could 
you take us there?" 

He and his friend, 
Danny O'Brien, picked us 
up at Bloom's Hotel, 
named after a character in 
Joyce's "Ulysses." The 
school has a fine chapel, 
golf course, dormitories 
and all. It has 500 students 
and costs about $1,700 a 
year. 

I asked the secretary: 
"Will you get us an alert 
boy to show us a round?" 
He was 16-year-old John 
Cominsky. I exclaimed: 
"Cominsky! Why, that 's 
P o l i s h ! " He gr inned: 
"Yes. We came here a 
hundred years ago." He 
was a charmer. 

The president of the 
I .A .C .A. is Professor 
John Kiernan, who was 
head of the English de
partment at Geneseo State 
University some years 
ago. He transferred to St. 
Thomas College, St. Paul, 
Minn., and has directed 
the Institute for many 
years. 

Sight-seeing, shopping, 
visiting can be tiring, but 
all weariness disappears at 
a night at Jury's cabaret. 
It features Irish dances by 
graceful, energetic Irish 
youngsters, musicians in
cluding seven harpists, 
vocalists, and Hal Roach, 
the funniest of men. 

With a comfortable 
stomach after the dinner 
served, all relaxed for two 
hours of song and dance, 
and humor: all modest 
and clean. Roach looks 
like Woody Allen — large 
glasses, nose and all. This 
is typical of his humor: 

"The expectant fa
ther anxiously phoned the 
hospital. 

"Murphy: 'How is 
my wife?' 

"Nurse: 'She 's in 
labor. Is this her first 
baby?' 

"Mwphy: 'No. This 
is her husband.'" 

very existence is an enduring 
symbolk of the adversity 
eastern European refugees 
overcame to preserve their 
right to live and worship in 
freedom. 

"St . George's Lithuanian 
Church is one such parish in 
the R o c h e s t e r Diocese . 
Named after St. George the 
Martyr, a saint revered in 
Lithuania, the church was 
incorporated in 1908 to serve 
as a religious and cultural 
h a v e n fo r L i t h u a n i a n 
emigrees who left their 
homeland because of czarist 
repression which, among 
other limitations, denied 
them freedom of worship. 
Roughly 700 Lithuanians 
lived in the Rochester area at 
that time, and it is through 
their efforts that the parish 
was established on the pres
ent site (545 Hudson Ave.) 

"Building the church in the 
early 1900s was a financial 
hardship because many in the 
congregation were modestly 
employed when the economy 
was faltering. But, organizers 
like Mrs. Joseph Mocejunas 
diligently collected nickels 
and dimes from Lithuanian 
emigrees on pay day to start 
the construction work. 

"By 1910 a building which 
included a church, several 
class rooms and an assembly 
hall was completed. Later, in 
1925 a rectory was added, 
and in 1934 Archbishop 
Edward Mooney blessed the 
cornerstone for a new and 
separate church." 

"With the onset of the 
Second World War, the 
parish played a noteworthy 
role in the war effort. From 
this small congregation ap
proximately 180 men served 
in the United States armed 
forces around the world. 

"When the war drew to a 
close, parishioners responded 
tothe difficulties facedby 
L i t h u a n i a n refugees in 
Europe who were driven 
from their homeland by 
Stalin's armies. Fund raising 

Anniversary committee members, left to right, are: (first row) R. Liutkus, L. Lelis, 
F. Mockevicius; (second row) R. Obalis;, J . Naujokas, G. Blavesciunas, A . 
Januska. Absent for the picture are A . Olis, J. Lavkaitis and A . Bulsys. 

c a m p a i g n s were b e g u n 
through the United Lithua
nian Relief Fund of America 
and, in the summer of 1947, a 
parish-sponsored city-wide 
campaign provided $10,000 
for the relief of displaced 
Lithuanians in Europe. Un
der the leadership of Father 
J. Baksys some 200 Lithua
n i a n f a m i l i e s f o u n d 
employment and a new 
beginning in the Rochester 
community. 

" T o this day the con
gregation is active in assist
ing Lithuanians in their 
homeland resist the subjuga
tion imposed by the Kremlin. 
Besides arduously laboring 
for human rights abroad, the 
parish has enriched the social 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f t h e 
Rochester area. Through or
ganizations like the Lithua
nian-American Council, the 
Rochester Lithuanian Com
munity Choir, the folk dance 
g r o u p , " L a z d y n a s , " The 
L i t h u a n i a n S c o u t s , t he 
Lithuanian Radio Club, and 
other groups the rich cultural 
heritage of this small nation 
has become better known." 

The parish is administered 
by Father Justin Vaksys, 

OFM. His work was de
scribed by the parish as 
guiding it "through a de
manding period of reasses-
ment brought on by a 
dwindling membership and 
inflationary pressures. He 
has been instrumental in 
placing the parish on a stable 
footing so that, once again, 
its members have confidence 
in the future. 

"Through its 75-year his
tory, St. 'George's Church 
has faced difficult times, 

fought for religious freedom, 
and attempted to preserve the 
unique spiritual and social 
traditions of its congrega
tion. It serves today as living 
proof that the Catholic 
Church is truly a universal 
Church containing within it 
diverse, devoted, yet un
divided Christians." 

P e r s o n s w i s h i n g t o 
participate in the anniversary 
celebration are asked to call 
the rectory, 232-4111, or Jan 
Naujokas, 671-2968. 

DEATHS 
Catherine F. Welch, 
Teacher 20 Years 

Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated June 16 at St. 
James Church for Catherine 
F. Welch who died, following 
a long illness, June 13,1983. 

Mrs. Welch taught for 20 
years at St. James School, 
mostly in the fifth grade, 
before her retirement in 1974. 

A graduaate of Nazareth 
College, she did graduate 
work in the social sciences at 
Fordham University. 

From 1934 to 1945, he did 
social service work in the city 
welfare department. 

Mrs. Welch is survived by 
her husband, John; two sons, 
J o h n a n d J a m e s ; t w o 
grandsons, Mark and Sean 
Welch; her father, Fred 
Fontana; a brother, Leon 
Fontana; a sister, Elizabeth 
Williams; several nieces and 
nephews. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH CAN RELY UPON 
THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES WITH 

SYMPATHETIC CARE AND ATTENTION. 

ROCHESTER 
Ashton-Smith 

Funeral Home Inc. 
1210-1218 Culver RoadJ 
Rochester, N.Y. 14609 

(716)482-6260 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 

109 West Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14611 

(716)235-2000 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

IROIMDEQUOIT 

May Funeral Home 
(Formerly Miller Bros.) 

George L. May Jr. 
2793 Culver Rd. 
(716)467-7957 

Edward H. Oreier 
Funeral Home 

Edward H. Dreier 
1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716)342-8500 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edwin Sulewski 
Joan Michaels 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 

570 Kings Highway S. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

GREECE PENFIELD 
Younglove-Smith 

Funeral Home 
1511 Dewey Avenue 
©Chester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

Vay and Schleich 
Funeral Home Inc. 

"Greece's Largest and 
Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Nulton Funeral Home 
Malcolm M. Nulton 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfield, N.Y. 14526 

(716)381-3900 


