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as well as physical danger. We are the first generation since 
Genesis with the power to virtually destroy God's creation. We 
cannot remain silent in the face of such danger. Why do we 
address these issues? We are simply trying to live up to the call 
of Jesus to be peacemakers in our own time and situation. 

What are we saying? Fundamentally, we are saying that the 
decisions about nuclear weapons are among the most pressing, 
moral questions of our age. While these decisions have obvious 
military and political aspects, they involve fundamental moral 
choices. In simple terms, we are saying that good ends (defend­
ing one's country, protecting freedom, etc.) cannot justify im­
moral means (the use of weapons which kill indiscriminately 
and threaten whole societies). We fear that our world and na­
tion are headed in the wrong direction. More weapons with 
greater destructive potential are produced every day. More and 

. more nations are seeking to become nuclear powers. In our 
quest for more and more security, we fear we are actually be­
coming less and less secure. 

In the words of our Holy Father, we need a "moral about-
face." The whole world must summon the moral courage and 
technical means to say no to nuclear conflict; no to weapons of 
mass destruction; no to an arms race which robs the poor and 
the vulnerable; and no to the moral danger of a nuclear age 
which places before humankind indefensible choices of constant 
terror or surrender. Peacemaking is not an optional commit­
ment. It is a requirement of our faith. We are called to be peace­
makers, not by some movement of the moment, but by our Lord 
Jesus. The content and context of our peacemaking is set, not 
by some political agenda or ideological program, but by the 
teaching of his church. 

Thus far in this pastoral letter we have made suggestions we 
hope will be helpful in the present world crisis. Looking ahead 
to the long and productive future of humanity for which we all 
hope, we feel that a more all-inclusive and final solution is need­
ed. We speak here of the truly effective international authority 
for which Pope John XXIII ardently longed in "Peace on 
Earth" (126) and of which Pope Paul VI spoke to the United 
Nations on his visit there in 1965. (12?) The hope for such a 
structure is not unrealistic, because the point has been reached 
where public opinion sees clearly that, with the massive 
weaponry of the present, war is no longer viable. There is a 
substitute for war. There is negotiation under the supervision of 
a global body realistically fashioned to do its job. It must be 
given the equipment to keep constant, surveillance of the entire 
earth. Present technology makes this possible. It must have the 
authority, freely conferred upon it by all the nations, to investi­
gate what seems to be preparations for war by any one of them. 
It must be empowered by all the nations to enforce its com­
mands on every nation. It must be so constituted as to pose no 
threat to any nation's sovereignty. Obviously the creation of 
such a sophisticated instrumentality is a gigantic task, but is it 
hoping for too much to believe that the genius of humanity, 
aided by the grace and guidance of God, is able to accomplish 
it? To create it may take decades of unrelenting,daily toil by 
the world's best minds and most devoted hearts, but it shall 

never come into existence unless we make a beginning now. 
As we come to the end of our pastoral letter we boldly pro­

pose the beginning of this work. The evil of the proliferation of 
nuclear arms becomes more evident every day to all people. N o 
one is exempt from their danger. If ridding the world of the 
weapons of war could be done easily, the whole human race 
would do it gladly tomorrow. Shall we shrink from the task 
because it is hard? 

We turn to our own government and we beg it to propose to 
the United Nations that it begin this work immediately; that it 
create an international task force for peace; that this task force, 
with membership open to every nation, meet daily through the 
years ahead, with one sole agenda: the creation of a world that 
will one day be safe from war. Freed from the bondage of war 
that holds it captive in its threat, the world will at last be able 
to address its problems and to make genuine human progress so 
that every day there may be more freedom, more food and more 
opportunity, for every human being who walks the face of the 
earth. 

' Let us have the courage to believe in the bright future and in 
a God who wills it for us — not a perfect world, but a better 
one. The perfect world, we Christians believe, is beyond the 
horizon in an endless eternity where God will be all in all. But a 
better world is here for human hands and hearts and minds to 
make. 

For the community of faith the risen Christ is the beginning 
and end of all things. For all things were created through him 
and all things will return to the Father through him. 

It is our belief in the risen Christ which sustains us in con­
fronting the awesome challenge 6f the nuclear arms race. Pres­
ent in the beginning as the word of the Father, present in the 
history as the word incarnate and with us today in his word, 
sacraments and Spirit, he is the reason for our hope and faith. 
Respecting our freedom, he does not solve our problems, but 
sustains us as we take responsibility for his work of creation 
and try to shape it in the ways of the kingdom. We believe his 
grace will never fail us. We offer this letter to the church and to 
all who can draw strength and wisdom from it in the conviction 
that we must not fail him. We must subordinate the power of 
the nuclear age to human control and direct it to human bene­
fit. As we do this we are conscious of God's continuing work 
among us, which will one day issue forth in the beautiful final 
kingdom prophesied by the seer of the Book of Revelation: 

"Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away and the sea was no 
more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus­
band; and I heard a great voice from the throne saying, 'Behold, 
the dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with them, and 
they shall be his people, and God himself will be with them, he 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any 
more, for the former things have passed away.' And he who sat 
upon the throne said, 'Behold, I make all things new.'" (Rv. 
21:1-5). 
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