8

Wednesday, June 8,1983

COURIER-JOURNAL

Gene Engineering Draws Opposition
WASHINGTON (NC) Twenty-one U.S. Catholic
bishops, joined by other religious leaders and scientists,
have backed a resolution
opposing genetic engineering
to improve the human species

and called on Congress to
prohibit genetic engineering
of human cells.
The
religious and scientific leaders compared use of human
genetic engineering to nuclear
weapons technology.
In their resolution, scheduled for release today in New
York, the clergymen and scientists "resolved that efforts
to engineer specific genetic
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traits into the germline of the
human species should not be
attempted." (The germline
refers to basic human cells
called germ cells, which can
unite with another cell and
form a new individual.)

A c c o r d i n g to the
Washington-based Foundation on Economic Trends,
which released the resolution,
the Catholic prelates who
back the resolution include
Archbishops John L. May of
St. Louis; John F. W h e a l o n

of Hartford, Conn.; and
Daniel E. Sheehan of
Omaha, Neb., as well as 18
bishops, including Bishops

"There is a variety of
gifts, but always the same
Spirit; there are all sorts

Walter F. Sullivan of
Richmond, Va.; Leroy T.
Matthiesen of Amarillo,
Texas, and James W. Malone
of Youngstown, Ohio, who is
also vice president of the
U.S. Catholic Conference.
Representatives of other denominations and groups include Methodist Bishop
James Armstrong, president
of the National Council of
Churches; Bishop John M.
Allin, presiding bishop of the
E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h in
America; Rabbi Ira
Silverman, president of the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College; the Rev. Jerry
Falwell, founder of the
Moral Majority; and ;he Rev.
Avery Post, presidv.u of the
United Church of Christ.

to the preservation of the
human species as we know it

and should be opposed with
the same courage and conviction as we now oppose the

threat of nuclear extinction,"
The statement says the
the statement says.
genetic engineering oppo"It is very likely that in nents hope their resolution
attempting to 'perfect' the
human species we will succeed in engineering our own
e x t i n c t i o n " because
"eliminating so-called 'bad
genes' will lead to a
dangerous narrowing of
diversity in the gene pool,"
according to the statement.
"Since part of the strength
of our gene pool consists in
its very diversity, including
defective genes, tampering
with it might ultimately lead
to extinction of the human
race."
The letter says that manipulation of human genetic material to prevent disease,
prolong life and provide
other medical benefits, despite its dangers, is "coming

Leaders of Lutheran, Baptist, Mennonite, Disciples of
Christ and other congregations also were represented.
"It will soon be possible to
engineer and produce human
beings by the same technological design principles as we t o us not as a threat but as a
now employ in our industrial promise; not as a punishment
processes," said a statement, but as a gift. And here is
called a "theological letter," where the true danger lies.
accompanying the resolution.
"Ultimately, there is no
"Genetic engineering of security to be found in
the human germline cells rep-, engineering the human
resents a fundamental threat species, just as we have now
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learned that there is no security to be found in building
bigger, more sophisticated
nuclear bombs," the statement says.

in a 10 percent discount on

thf liability portion, of the
insurance for car owners, a
reduction o f three points for

driving infractions, and make
the participant a better allaround driver.

will represent "a watershed
in our thinking" about
science and technology.

"For the first time, it
affirms the right of humanity

to say no to the application
of its own scientific knowledge," the statement says.

"Just because something can
be done is no longer an
adequate justification for
assuming it should be done or
that it can't be stopped from
being done."
The Foundation on Economic Trends is directed by
Jeremy Rifkin, who is author
of a new book called
"Algeny," in which he
"reasons that our decision to
develop biotechnology is
p o t e n t i a l l y far more
dangerous than our decision
to split the atom," according
to the publisher.

The inside
story on RG6PK
You'llfindthe complete list of "Ask RG&E"
tapes on the inside back page of your
Rochester Phone Book. It's a library'of

more than 100 taped messages giving you
comprehensive answers to your energyrelated questions. Like how to identify
an RG&E representative who knocks at
, your door. How your bUl is computed.
How to transfer service when you move.
And dozens of other topics such as buying
appliances and making your home
energy-efficient.

546-8810
Call Monday through Friday 9 A.M-5 P.M.
Call collect from outside the Rochester calling area.

JOHN CANEPA
AGENCY
General Insurance
"dependable protection"
"personal service"
call
J o h n Cahepa
or
J i m Miller

266-5225
1134 Titus Avenue

We
^Ijire at Gulverton
Adult Home
"IN OUR TENTH YEAR OF SERVICE
TO THE OLDER ADULT'
The Shire at Culverton takes pride in offering the
highest quality, around-the-clock supervision and
support services at affordable Adult Home prices.
Trained and qualified personnel are on duty twentyfour hours a day, every day. Call systems, grab bars,
and hand rails help each person to function with a
degree of independence.
A wide variety of diets is waitress served in our
beautiful Saxony Dining Room.
Socialization is one of the most important aspects
of our program. A wide variety of social activities is
carried out by a professional Activities staff.
Transportation Service for medical appointments
available. Allow us to show you all this and more.
Visit our Home, Monday thru Friday 9:00 to 4:00 or
by appointment.
Ask about our TEMPORARY STAY. Ideal for
famines who provide care for a loved one and are in
need of short term relief. While you vacation allow
your family member to vacation with us.

Please Call: 467-4544
2515 Culver Rd., Rochester, N.Y. 14609

