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School Sisters of Notre Dame 
Celebrate 150th Anniversary 

Wilton, Conn. — From 
October 1982 to October 
1983, more than 8,000 School 
Sisters of Notre Dame 
throughout the world are 
celebrating the 150th anni
versary of their foundation. 

On Jan. 13, in the presence 
of Pope John Paul II, the 
Congregation for the Cause 
of the Saints promulgated a 
decree declaring that the Sis
ters' foundress, Mother 
Theresa of Jesus Gerhard-
inger, is recognized by the 
Church as a woman of 
"heroic virtue." This is a 
preliminary step to beatifica
tion. 

To celebrate both these 
events, 47 School Sisters of 
Notre Dame in the Rochester 
area will gather May S at 
Bishop Kearney High School. 

On Oct. 22, most of the 
624 Sisters of the North
eastern Province will gather 
for a day of prayer, reflection 
and rejo ic ing at their 
motherhouse, here. 

The May celebrations, held 
in the various parts of the 
p r o v i n c e — B o s t o n , 
Brooklyn-New York, New 
J e r s e y , L o n g I s l a n d , 
Rochester, Connecticut — 
are a celebration of the spirit 
of Mother Theresa. 

In October 1833, with two 
companions she opened the 
first convent of the con
gregation in Nuenburg vorm 
Wald in Bavaria. The intent 
of the fledgling community 
was to transform society 
through the Christian educa

tion of women and girls. To 
do this, Sisters were to go out 
in twos and threes to small 
villages and hamlets. They 
met the needs of young girls 
in day nurseries , kin
d e r g a r t e n s , s c h o o l s , 
orphanages, teacher training 
institutes, and night schools 
for factory workers. 

Extreme poverty charac
terized the early decades of 
the Poor School Sisters, but 
appreciated and supported by 
King Ludwig of Bavaria, hi
erarchy and laity, the con
gregation spread to 11 
countries of Europe. Shortly 
a f t e r 1 8 3 3 , the f i r s t 
motherhouse was established 
by Mother Theresa in 
Munich; her Rule of Life was 
approved by Rome in 1865 

Schools Sisters landed in 
New York in 1847, and, 
aided by Bishop John 
Neumann, CSSR, were soon 
establ ishing schools in 
M i l w a u k e e , B a l t i m o r e , 
C h i c a g o , P i t t s b u r g h , 
Philadelphia, New York, 
Rochester, Buffalo and 
Boston. 

Mother Mary Caroline 
Friess, one of the pioneer 
sisters and now considered 
the American, foundress of 
the congregation, received 
the vows of about 2100 Sis
ters before her death in 1892. 
Under her leadership, the 
Sisters adapted to the needs 
of the American Church in 
many ways, especially by re
ceiving permission to educate 
boys as well as girls. 

A Parish Builds Bridge 
With Stage 'GodspelT 

Ithaca — For the past ten 
weeks members of Immacu
late Conception Parish here 
have been actively involved in 
s t a g i n g t h e m u s i c a l 
"Godspell." 

One of the values em
phasized in deciding to do the 
play was that it would build 
community, and indeed it 
has. The cast is truly in-
tergenerational, cast mem
bers ranging from age five to 
those in thier fifth decade of 
life. Whole families have 
become involved along 
withthe young, youth, young 
adult, adult and senior citi
zens. Parishioners and dif
ferent parish groups have lent 
their talents to the enterprize 
by providing music and 
choreography, making cos
tumes, doing publicity, build
ing sets, procuring props, 
providing meals and babysit
ting during rehearsals, selling 
tickets and generally giving a 
hand in doing all the kinds of 
jobs needed to put on a show. 

"Godspell" itself is an 
excellent production for a 
church group. Not only does 
it allow the church communi
ty to reach out to the broader 
community through enter
tainment, but the very nature 
of the play helps people to 
draw closer to Jesus Himself, 
since the play is about Him. 

The message ofthe gospel 
is portrayed through song, 
dance, pantomime, games, 
charades and vaudeville an
tics, while people cast as 
clowns in improvised cos
tumes enact the stories, 
sayings and parables of 
Jesus. 

In order to capitalize on 
this opportunity, to use the 
n a t u r e o f t h e p l a y 
"Godspell" to get closer to 
Jesus,; prayer was integral to 
every rehearsal as well as the 
entire process of planning the 
play. In addition, the cast 
had no rehearsals during 

participated in a special 
evening of prayer. Young 
and old learned to pray 
together as part of the pro
gram, prayers from all of the 
cast will be included. 

One such prayer, which 
sums up the sentiments of 
t h o s e w h o a c t i v e l y 
participated reads: "Thank 
you God for all of the 
beautiful people that I have 
met and shared with in doing 
the play 'Godspell.' They are 
people I would not have 
gotten to know otherwise, 
and I have learned and grown 
a lot with them. . . Also 
thank you for knowing and 
loving Jesus better through 
the singing and acting in 
•Godspell.' The better I un
derstand. His life, the more 
love I have for Him." 

Performances will be held 
at 8 p.m., Friday, May 6 and 
Saturday, May 7. A Mothers 
Day matinee will be held 3 
p.m., Sunday, May 8. Tick
ets are available at the door. 

DEATHS 
Anthony 
Calimeri Sr. 

Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated last evening, 
May 3, in Auburn's St. 
Alphonsus Church for An
thony Calimeri, the father of 
Father Anthony Calimeri, 
the pastor of St. Jerome's 
Church in East Rochester 
who was recently named 
pastor of St. Francis in 
Phelps. 

Mr. Calimeri died April 
29,1983 at Auburn Memorial 
Hospital. 

He is survived by a daugh
ter, Mrs. Helen Napbli of 
Auburn; a son, Father 
Calimeri; a sister, Mrs. Rose 
Cummings of Hawaii; several 
grandchildren and great 

Today, School Sisters of 
Notre Dame, in their revised 
constitution which is called 
"You Are Sent," define their 
mission of education as 
"enabling persons to reach 
the fullness of their potential 
as individuals created in 
God's image and assisting 
them to direct their gifts 
toward building the earth." 
To carry out this vision, 
sisters in 21 provinces and 
regions throughout the 
world, serve in a variety of 
ministries. 

To the present they have 
been graced with fidelity to 
Mother Theresa's desire that 
they all remain united under 
one central government. In 
the 1950s, the generalate of 
the congregation was moved 
from Munich to Rome. 

"LOVERS ART" 
Newly Released Album 
by Joe Caccam/se Jr. 

Writer. Arranger for Labels, with 
Notable Friends Listen to his 
unique sound created for you 

SHAMROCK RECORDS 
190 E. Main St.. Rochester 

St. Boniface School 
ANNOUNCES 

Special Registration 
Period 

May 9 thru May 20 
9:00 A.M. -3:30 P.M. 

PRE-K and Mali day)THRU 8 
Computers, foreign language, improved 
science program and many new extra
curricular activities. 

Visit Our School and See For Yourself 
"In God we trust and teach" 

330 Gregory St. (corner Whalen) 

271-6370 
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By the time your kids 
are 18, they'll spend about 
16,000 hours in front of the 

TV. Now you can make 
sure some of that time 

is well-spent. 
With Cable News 

Network-the first totally 
adult programming 

on television. 
They can learn a lot 

about the world. From the 
most comprehensive 

news coverage on the air. 
Live. 24-hours a day. 

Interviews with 
America's leaders and 

commentaries by opinion-

makers will teach them 
plenty about government, 
politics and international 
relations. 

They can learn 
about business, money and 
investing from the only m-
depth financial news on TV 

In fact,' the News 
Channel has useful informa
tion on just about everthmg. 
With special reports on 
science, medicine, fashion, 
the arts, even agriculture. 

All presented in an 
easy-to-absorb, visually-
varied format that entertains 
as it informs. 

Which makes CNN 
just as enjoyable for kids as 
it is for adults. 

Get better informed. Get 
cable. Call us now for more 
information. Or, better yet, 
installation. 

Off CABLE NEWS NETWORK 
Be the first to know. 24-hours a day. 

AMERICAN 
CABLEVISION 

454-7570 


