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Insights 
In Liturgy 

By Gretchen F. Dent 

The Sign 
Of Peace 

In the celebration of the 
Eucharistic liturgy we 
become one with Christ 
through Word in the 
praying of the Eucharistic 
Prayer. But before we 
actively unite ourselves 
with Christ through the 
sharing of the one bread, 
we need to become one 
with each other by exten
ding ourselves to those 
near us as a sign of our 
sincere desire for reconcil
iation, unity and peace. 
This opportunity is given 
to us during, the commu
nion rite as we turn to 
those near us and 
exchange a gesture of 
peace: the Sign of Peace. 

Historically, the sign of 
peace has been a part of 
the liturgy since the earli
est times. The risen Lord's 
greeting, "Peace be with 
you," was his first gift to 
the Apostolic Church, and 
the early Church gathered 
with a deep desire for that 
peace. Its placement in the 
liturgical celebration, as 
well as its style has 
changed throughout the 
centuries. In earliest 
sources, however, it ap
pears to have been shared 
in much the same manner 
as it is today. During the 
intervening years the 
greeting of peace became 
more and more cleri-
calized, until only the 
presider and deacon 
exchanged the greeting. 
The liturgical reforms of 
Vatican II restored the 
original concept of this 
rite, which as we have 
learned included the 
sharing of this greeting 
among all those gathered. 

The sign of peace con
sists of three parts: the 
presider's prayer for 
peace; the presider's wish 
for peace in the communi
ty together with their re
sponse; and the sharing of 
the gesture of peace 
among the members of the 
assembly. 

The rite is what its name 
implies, a "sign" of the 
peace of Christ — a peace 
that the world alone 
cannot give, but which 
comes only through Christ 
Jesus. It is not merely a 
greeting or a time of 
sociability, but a true 
gesture of desiring 
Christ's peace for one 
another. 

It is not necessary, or 
advisable, to attempt to 

Tolpetlac I 
Forms Marian 
Study Group 

The Queen of the Americas 
.Guild, Tolpetlac I, here will 
lead a study group explaining 
some of the modern messages 
of the Virgin Mary, 7:30 
p.m., Mondays, May 2,9,16 
and 23 at Guardian Angels 

-^-Church, 2061 E. Henrietta 
Road. 

The general public is in
vited to the sessions which 
will explore Catholic devo
tion to the Blessed Virgin. 

The guild promotes devo-
tion to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. But the study 
group will cover messages 
given at more recent appari
tions. 

share this gesture with 
everyone present at Sun
day celebration or large 
gatherings, nor is it the 
time to move about to 
greet friends. The time for 
hospitality and greeting of 
riends occurs before the 
celebration begins, or at a 
coffee hour or informal 
gathering after the cele
bration. It is a "sign" of 
what we truly desire for 
everyone present, thus it 
need only be shared with 
those in the immediate 
area. The presider, as 
well, need only share this 
sign with those near him 
as he has a lready 
addressed the entire 
assembly in his greeting. 
A presider who travels 
throughout the assembly 
greeting individuals 
diminishes the sign value 
of the greeting of peace 
and accentuates the role 
of presider, both of which 
are counter to the un
derstanding that Christ is 
present in the whole 
assembly. 

Those offering the sign 
of peace need to make an 
effort to be truly present 
to those with whom it is 
shared. The simple words, 
"The peace of Christ be 
with you," or a similar 
phrase, combined with a 
warm handclasp or 
embrace which includes 
eye contact should convey 
that presence. 

The time taken to 
extend the sign of peace 
among the assembled 
should be in proportion to 
the other elements of the 
communion rite. Length, 
musical accompaniment, 
etc., should not exagger
ate this particular part of 
the rite. 

There is a challenge to 
making this sign what it is 
intended to be — a 
challenge to unite the 
assembly as one before 
they share the one bread 
and become one with 
Christ. 

"The cha;lenge is to 
make the sign of peace 
both genuine and rever
ent. It is not a mere 
greeting. It is a form or 
worship and prayer — a 
personal and sincere 
pledge and sign of recon
ciliation, unity and peace. 
It is a manifestation of 
faith in the presence of 
one's neighbor: a prayer 
that God may bless 
him/her. It is the oppor
tunity to see one another 
afresh in God and to be 
reconciled in the way that 
only liturgy affords." 
(The Sign of Peace, Bish
ops' Committee on the 
Liturgy, 1977, USCC) 

MOVIES 

'Flight of the Eagle' Tale of Tragedy 
By Michael Gallagher 

New York (NC) — Jan 
Troell, the great Swedish 
director who nearly a decade 
ago brought us "The Emi
grants" and its sequel "The 
New Land," has in "The 
Flight of the Eagle" (Sum
mit) turned once more to the 
themes of daring the un
known and of heroic en
durance in the face of 
crushing hardship. The 
period, too, is the same, the 
19th century -- though some 
40 years later, close to the 
turn of the century. 

"The Flight of the Eagle," 
however, is a quite different 
film otherwise. It's based 
upon an actual event, a quix
otic and ill-fated attempt to 
reach the North Pole by 
taking off, in a hydrogen 
balloon, from Spitsbergen, 
an island group north of 
Norway. 

The hero and heroine of 
"The Emigrants" and "The 
New Land," the peasant 
couple played so memorably 
by Max Von Sydow and Liv 
Ullmann, had no choice but 
to embark upon their 
adventure. The endemic rural 
poverty of their native land 
shut off all hope for a better 
life for themselves and their 
children. 

The balloonists, on the 
other hand, were com
fortably fixed members of 
the middle class. What they 
did was breathtakingly fool
ish — as only strong, self-
sufficent men eager for glory 
can be foolish — but such is 
the power of Troell's craft 
that they, too,"' like the 
peasant couple, lay claim in 
the end to our sympathy, and 
the tragedy that overcomes 
them stirs pity and fear. 

Their leader was S. A. 
Andree (Max Von Sydow), 
an eccentric, middle-aged 
bachelor who lived with his 
mother. He was a scientist, a 
mystic and an "aeronaut," 
though in fact his practical 
experience with balloon flight 
was woefully limited. What 
he did have was a vision and 
the charisma of leadership, 
gifts that turned out to be 
fatal not only for himself but 
for his two companions, Nils 
Strindberg (Goran Stangertz) 

Author's Query 
In view of the projected 

adoption by Rochester of 
Cork, Ireland, as another 
twin-city, I am engaged in 
graduate research on Irish-
born immigrants who have 
settled in metropolitan 
Rochester since 1940. My 
research will involve a ques
tionnaire and probably an 
eventual interview. I would 
invite any interested Irish 
Rochesterians to please con
tact me promptly: Richard 
Galvin, 23 Limetrees Road, 
Maryborough EST, Douglas, 
Cork, Ireland. 

and Knut Fraenkel (Sverre 
Anker Ousdal). 

Working from a screenplay 
by himself, George Oddner, 
Ian Rakoff, and Klaus Rif-
bierg (and based on a novel 
by Per Olof Sundman), 
Troell builds slowly as is his 
way, a meditative style of 
filmmaking that is quite far 
removed from American 
razzle-dazzle. 

The film opens with an 
attempt the previous year 
that had to be called off 
because of adverse winds. 
Next we see Fraenkel, eager 
to replace the man who 
dropped out, working to 
impress Andree with his 
strength during a gymnasium 
scene played without dia
logue. 

Then Troell follows the 
trio to Paris where they 
watch the construction of a 
new and bigger balloon 
(made possible by a donation 
from Alfred Nobel), model 
for their images at Madame 
Tussaud's waxworks, and 
take in the can-can, which 
p a r t i c u l a r l y d e l i g h t s 
Fraenkel. All the while the 
three are made much of by 
royalty and high society at 
home and abroad. 

But the prelude comes to 
an end one squally, rainy 
morning in June in bleak 
Spitsbergen when the advent 

of a favorable wind makes 
possible their takeoff, and so 
the die is cast. 

Beset by one mishap after 
another, they're forced to 
come down after three days 
on the frozen Arctic Ocean. 

The incomparable Max 
Von Sydow gives a superb 
and nuanced performance as 
the complex Andree, and 
Stangertz and Ousdal are 
flawless in support. 

The somber nature of the 
story and the deliberate pace 
will rule out younger viewers 
and might put off some older 
ones too, but otherwise this 
compelling and visually en
thralling Swedish picture de-
s e r v e s a w i d e a n d 
appreciative audience. The 
U.S. Catholic Conference 
has classified it A-II - adults 
and adolescents, and has re
commended it. 

LAY CARMELITES OF ROCHESTER 
(Third Order of Mt. Carmel) 
A COMMUNITY OF PRAYER 

Monthly meeting: Sunday, May 1st 
MASS: 3:05 P.M. 

ST. ANN'S HOME - Portland Avenue 
VISITORS WELCOME 

FOR INFORMATION: Call 244-5329 

H0LL0WAY HOUSE 
East Bloomfield, NY»Routes5and 20 

• Lunches 12-2 P.M. 
• Dinners 5:30-8:30 P.M. 

•Sunday Dinners 12-7:30 P.M. 
jM-u-u~>rx~M~ii~w~M^ir^i~i~i'""" j"r"B"ii"'iJ"ii'"ii~ir-i~ ^ ^ 

Make your reservations now for 
Mother's Day Dinner 

May 8,1983* Serving from 12 to 7:30 p.m. 

FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL 1-657-7120 
— CLOSED MONDAYS — 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH CAN RELY UPON 
THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES WITH 

SYMPATHETIC CARE AND ATTENTION. 

ROCHESTER PENFIELD IRONDEQUOIT 

Ashton-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

1210-1218 Culver Road 
Rochester, NY 14609 

(716)482-6260 

Nulton Funeral Home 
Malcolm M. Nulton 
1704 Pentield Road 
Penfield, NY 14526 

(716)381-3900 

May Funeral Home 
(Formerly Miller Bros.) 

George L May Jr. 
2793 Culver Rd. 

(716)467-7957 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 

109 West Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14611 

(716) 235-2000 

GREECE 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

Edward H. Dreier 
Funeral Home 

Edward H. Dreier 
1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14617 

(716)342-8500 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
Joan Michaels 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, NY 14621 

(716)342-3400 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

458-6200 

VayandSchleich 
Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities' 
2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, NY 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 

570 Kings Highway South 
(cornetTitus) 
(716) 544-2041 

Give Mom A Break 
A cozy dinner at 
the old Mill is a great 
way to celebrate her day. 
Serving from N o o n to 9 on 
Sunday, May 8 with our regular 
menu plus specials. Kids 
under twelve half price, free 
fresh daisies for all Moms! 
Swing over for Mother's Day! 

381- 1880 
1880 BLOSSOM ROAD 
ELLISON PARK An American Restaurant' 


