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The Dialog 
Unfolds 

By Sara McLoughlin 

"#92, Observation 1: It is 
imperative for our present 
well-being and future growth 
that we pray about, reflect 
upon and discuss the par
ticipation of women in the 
life of the Church." 

"This discussion is an 
invitation from the Holy 
Spirit. We must learn to 
listen with love." So began 
one of the dozens of 
programs set up around the 
diocese to bring people 
together for exploration of 
"The Fire in the Thorn-
bush." In the last months, 
hundreds have talked — in 
hope, anger, inquiry, 
frustration — and they have 
also listened, mostly with 
love, or at least with that 
openness that so often 
precedes true understanding 
of differences. 

Bishop Clark's letter has 
stimulated wide-ranging 
dialog in hamlets and cities, 
in prayer centers and 
colleges. Many parishes are 
just getting their series under 
way during Lent; others 
have been meeting for 
months. 

The Task Force on the 
« bishop's pastoral is receiving 

reports from these groups. 
. We would like to share a 

small cross section of these 
recorded observations. 

Some predicted that the 
letter would open a Pan
dora's box of either carping 
complaint or hostile in
transigence. However, it has 
i n s t e a d s t i m u l a t e d 
thoughtful evaluation of 
how the position of women 
in the Church affects our 
progress toward the oneness 
to which Christ calls us. 
Even those who find their 
corner of the Church quite 
tolerable — perhaps even to 
them an ideal of ap
p r o p r i a t e l y s h a r e d 
responsibilities and duties — 
admit that there are serious 
difficulties in the larger 
community. 

Many respondents point 
first to the growing shortage 
of priests and religious and 
wonder how, at this of all 
times, the Church can fail to 
accept gratefully all the 
talented and generous 
persons who wish to serve. 
To the answer that the 
people, many clergy in
cluded, are not ready to 
accept women in non-
traditional roles, they 

K. of C. Lists 
Speakers for 
April 4 Meet 

An information night has 
been scheduled by the Knights 
of Columbus. St. John Fisher 
Council 3676, at 8 p.m.. 
Monday. April 4. at the East 
Rochester Community Room. 
120 W. Commercial St. 

Main speakers will be an 
attorney, a Social Security 
field agent and a funeral 
director. They will speak on 
wills, estate planning, bank 
accounts, real estate and 
Social Security. The meeting 
is free and open to the public. 

suggest that the Church get 
busy preparing the hesitant. 
Specific suggestions include 
using the pulpit to educate 
and raise consciousness 
among the people, par
ticularly through women 
speakers. Rome may have 
spoken out negatively on 
women's preaching, but that 
does not preclude many 
creative possibilities on 
bringing women forward for 
this task. Some groups 
advocate vigorous and 
persistent lobbying of the 
American hierarchy and of 
Rome in the interests of the 
fullest expression of the 
equal status into which all 
have been baptized. Many 
see the arguments that deny 
orders to women as rooted 
primarily in tradition, being 
therefore less than com
pelling. 

Running as a constant 
thread through discussion 
whether they center on the 
loss to the Church of many 
young people, the need to 
rediscover Mary as a model 
for our times, the scandal of 
sexism, or any other relevant 
topic, is the realization that 
the Church is all of us. None 
is untouched by the 
alienation or exclusion of 
anyone. We must reach out 
in love to try to heal and try 
to understand. Whether this 
duty extends to welcoming 
fully inclusive language into 
the liturgy or the possibility, 
however distant, of women 
as deacons and priests, is 
open to frequent lively 
debate. 

Another recurring theme 
is that the parish is where 
change must begin. Faults 
detected at higher levels 
need to be pointed out, of 
course, and appropriate 
action taken. But it is 
equally imperative — many 
would say more so — to 
begin the task at home. 
Prayer, study, prodding and. 
where necessary, demanding 
are among the strategies 
suggested to help move the 
parish community towards 
justice on this issue. 

A paristi staff trying to 
move positively needs our 
support; one dragging its 
heels needs our strong 
encouragement and per-
servering concern. Many 
groups expressed a deep 
frustration at unsuccessful 
efforts to bring more men 
and women into active 
involvement in Church life. 
Often motivating to par
ticipation must precede 
motivating to change. As 
one recorder commented 
wearily. "What else is new?" 

Among those taking part 
in discussion, hope is 
balanced often by wariness. 
Will anything really change? 
Are these reports an exercise 
in futility? If change does 
come, will my children still 
be in the Church to care? On 
the whole, hope is hanging 
quite well, strengthened by 
prayer and good humor and 
a stubborn refusal to give 
way to cynicism. 

So far, these reports make 
refreshing reading, full of 
ideas and challenges. 

Sara McLoughlin is co-
chairperson of the Task 
Force on the bishop's letter 
on women in the Church, 
and a lecturer at St. John 
Fisher College. 

Career Center Schedules Series 
The Women's Career 

Center will present the first in 
a series of brown bag lunch 
hour discussions on non-tradi
tional occupations for women 
from noon to 1:30 p.m., 
beginning Thursday. April 14. 

The presentations, by 

women working in the oc
cupation, are designed to 
familiarize participants with 
the job. skills, and personal 
traits required, necessary 
training or education, salary, 
and other advantages of these 
careers. Occupations to be 
highlighted are carpentry/con-

s t r u c t i o n , e l e c t r o n i c s 
technology, engineerings 
machine/tool and die, sales, 
and engineering technology. 

Beverage will be provided 
at the meetings and there will 
be a fee of $5. For further 
information call 325 2274. 

Divorce to Be Topic 
The Knights of Columbus. 

St. John Fisher Council 3676. 
has scheduled a talk by Kathy 
Kircher on the Catholic 
Church view of separation 
and divorce at 7:30 p.m.. 
Tuesday, April 12, in St. 
Jerome's- C h u r c h . 207 
Garfield Si., East Rochester. 

CLASSIFIED WANT ADS 
Get in touch with the right people through the" Courier-
Journal classified. $5.00 — 3 Lines Per Week. $1.50 Each 
Additional Line Maximum 23 Characters (Words, Punc
tuation, and Spacing) Per Line. Payment Must Ac

company Your Order Only With this Coupon Below. 

ANTIQUE CLOCKS, pocket watches. 
Expert repairing and sales. 223-7955. 

1977 IMPALA: 2-door, mint condition, 
loaded. Asking $3,500. Call 254-5416 
after 2 p.m. 

1976 FORD MUSTANG II 
GHIA 

2-door automatic on floor, 
V-6, brown exterior, camel 
roof and interior. 53,600 
miles, Ziebart, new tires. 

$2250 
266-7727 

BATHROOMS: COMPLETE remodeling 
and repairs. Free, courteous 
estimates. 18 years of serving 
Monroe County. 3523447. 

"THE SWEET TOOTH" presents 
delicious, Rochester-made choco
lates and a variety of candy gift wrap
ped and delivered for that special oc
casion! Also available tor fundrais-
ing. 244-4191. 

Carpenter work: additions, porch 
enclosures, paneling, doors and win
dows, electrical work. 28 years ex
perience. Prompt, free estimates. 
Check our reputation. DiNAPOLI 
BROTHERS. Call anytime. 225-7681 
or 227-4635. 

CHIMNEYS Repaired — Painted, 
plastered, rebuilt, new. Best prices in 
town. 28 years experience. Free 
estimates. Check our reputation. 
DiNapoli Bros. CALL ANYTIME. 
225-7681 or 227-4635. 

CHIMNEYS: REPAIRS and installation. 
Free, courteous estimates. 18 years 
of serving Monroe County. 3S2-3447. 

THE SOPHISTICATES — Music for All 
Occasions, under the direction of 
Sammy Profeta. 288-3030 or 288-6372. 

BOBBY LANE ORCHESTRA, top music 
for all occasions. Top musicians. 
467-7347. 

FREDDY BECK ORCHESTRA. 
Rochester's finest music. Weddings, 
parties, music for all occasions. 
247-6328. 

Director ot CONTINUING EDUCATION. 
Directs Continuing Education Pro
grams for ministerial staff of 
parishes and institutions of 
Rochester diocese. Requires MS in 
theology or related area, and 3 jrears 
teaching experience in higher educa
tion. Resumes to Personnel Coor 
dinalor, 1150 Buffalo Road, 
Rochester. NY 14624. EOE 

JOB INFORMATION: overseas, cruise 
ships, Houston. Dallas. Alaska. 
{20.000 to J60.000 par year possible. 
Call (805) 687-6000. ext. J-1467. Call 
refundable. 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, Public 
Affairs. Coordinates state and 
federally funded programs with 
public and Catholic school officials. 
Requires MS in education with 3 
years school administration ex
perience. Resumes to Personnel 
Coordinator, 1150 Buffalo Road. 
Rochester, NY 14624. EOE 

HOUSEKEEPER/COOK for small subur
ban rectory. Attractive apartment and 
benefits. Please respond to Box 30 in 
care of the paper. 

IMMEDIATE SALES openings. Show 
our new line of calendars, pens, and 
advertising gifts to local firms. 
Prompt, friendly service from 74-year-
old AAA-1 company. Weekly com
missions. Set your own hours. No in
vestments. No collections. No ex
perience necessary. Write Frank 
Buckley. Newton Mig. Company. 
Dept. A-1423. Newton. Iowa 50208. 

IRON WORKS: railings, dividers, col
umns, bar, winton, basement; in
terior, exterior, tree estimates. 
671-4439. 

PAINTING tfjkfti PAPERHANGING 
TexturetMRrlri ceilings. Free 
estimateaT Quality work. Dan 
BurgmasM, 663-0827. 

-S_. 

PAINTING: 
Quality 

INTERIOR. EXTERIOR. 
kmanship. dependable. 

.liable. Tom Mulhern. 

LANDSCAPING 
by STEVE ALARIE 

Fall Clean-Up * Tree Work 
Snowplowing * Insulation 

call 328-8989 

PAIRS and new installa-
'ourteous estimates. 18 

'ving Monroe County 

ODD JOBS: Storm windows removed, 
washing walls, floor waxing, cleaning 
gutters, etc. 436-4421. 

COMPLETE SERVICE: carpentry, 
masonry, plumbing, and electrical. 
Additions, garages, and repairs. Free, 
courteous estimates. 18 years of ser
ving Monroe County. 352-3447. 

HOME REPAIRS: exterior and interior 
painting: chimney, steps, and base
ment wall repairs. Carpentry work, 
gutter cleaning, basement window 
bars. All types of home repair. Small 
jobs welcome. Very reasonable. Free 
estimates. Al Meyvis Jf.. 323-1676. 

INCOME TAX: reasonable, 18 years ex
perience, in-home service available. 
Call after 6 p.m.. 2660584. 

TAX PREPARATION by appointment. 
Your home or mine. Leo Braun. Tax 
Accountant. 247-6002. 

INCOME TAX: very reasonable. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Anthony 
Cimino. 458-8542. 

MASON WORK — Patios, brick steps, 
chimneys, sidewalks, garage floors, 
planters, additions. Compare our 
prices. 28 years experience. Free 
estimates. Check our reputation. 
DiNapoli Bros. Call Anytime 
225-7681 or 227-4635. 

SPECIALIZING in STEP repairs. Free 
estimates. No fob too small 
American Masonry. 288-5792 or 
482-6695. 

SEWING i 
justed. I 
machinal 
467-31O0J 

P ? ^ ™ * ^ 9 

•5HINES oiled and ad 
mSS. Used and new 
Kevailable. Call Jel l . 

IS8S 

MOVING & HAULING 
K-D MOVING and STORAGE. Local and 

New York State moving. Household, 
offices, packing, safe secured 
storage. Insured. Call tor estimate 
and hourly rates. 328-7730. 

VETERAN'S MOVERS. Household 
goods, office furniture, commercial 
goods, deliveries. Insured. Call for 
estimates and hourly rates. 473-4357. 

G R A T E F U H B O St. Joseph. Blessed 
Mother. j M F G 

THANK Yfl 
for man % 

it. Jude and St. Gerard. 
ns received. LL 

ATARI vidjHMmes DISCOUNT catalog. 
$1.00 t f l B d e o Place, Box 4096. 
Eimira, 

THANKS 
Mary, 
receive 

PAINTING: INTERIOR and exterior. 
Over ten years of quality service to 
Courier subscribers. References 
available. For free estimates, please 
call 594-4723. 

cred Heart of Jesus, 
r>. and St. Jude for favors 

fins!? 
FURS: A j 

cash, a 
throusM 

BOND. Good condition. 
• b ' S . 544-3331. Tuesday 
•frday. 11-5. 

Name 

Address 

City 

Zip 

_ State 

Phone 

Use one box for each letter, for each comma or period.J 
space between words. 

ave o n e block 

Enclosed find $_ 

Please run my Want Ad for. 
Mail to: CourieSburnal 

w e e k s 114 S o m Union Street 
Rochester, NY 14607 

For prices on large/—Vs, call 454-7050 

ADLINE: 3 p.m. Friday 


