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Thanksgiving, Christmas, Now Easter . . .

Last December 15, the
Courier-Journal ran a story
about the tribulations the
Richard Berl family of
Irondequoit was facing as a
daughter, Christine, 13,
wrestied with severe aplastic
anemia, a rare blood disease.

The holiday season had
taken on a nightmare
character for the Berls as
Chris had to leave the day
after Thanksgiving for a
Boston hospital where it was
later determined that she
would have to have a bone
marrow transplant. Her 15-
year-old brother Daniel was
to be the donor for the
operation, considered crucial
to her very life,

Now as still another great
holy day in the Church
calendar approaches, the
story of Christine Berl is not
yet resolved although the
picture has brightened
considerably.

Her uncle, James C.
Holihan, reports that the
operation, which took place
Dec. 23, just two days before
Christmas, was a success;
Chris has begun producing
her own blood platelets, But
she is a long way from home
— the prognosis for com-
plete recovery is 50-50, her
uncle said.

She has been atlowed to
leave the hospital but not by
very far. She must stay in an
apartment in Boston with
her mother, Martha, who

has been there since Nov.
26.°

Chris, explained her
uncle, had been in an
isolation bubble for two
months following the
operation, and is still
vulnerable to con-
tamination. “The idea is to
let her stay with her mom so
that she can be exposed
gradually to more people. It
is felt, however, that it will
take from two to five years
for her to build up her
immunity system.”

When she eventually
comes home to Irondequoit,
“her environment will have
to be as clean as possible,”
her uncle said. “They’ll have
to clean the house daily and
since they only have one
bathroom, they'll have to it
keép practically sterile.”

Even then, Chris will still
have to travel back to Boston

Chris Stlll Back

weekly The man in charge of

her case, Dr. Joel Rappaport,
wants to be able to check up

on her personally 1o that
. degree. .

Otherwiée, Chris is per-

forming in some ways as some
other teens wish they were.
She has made the honor roll at

Dake Middle School through
a tutorial program in Boston.

And-Fatter Smith (Father
Robert Smith, pastor of St.
Margaret Mary Church), has
been a source of constant
inspiration,” Holihan said.
“He has contacted her weekly
and is really something.”

The family is thankful to
many other diocesans, most of
whom they have never met,
Holihan said.

“We are estremely thankful
for all the prayers from across
the diocese,” he said. “The
Courier-Journal article
generated an overwhelming
response to our plight. It was
incredible.”

Part of that article men-
tioned that the Berls were in
troubled straits financially.
The expenses are staggering
and that is why the fund
established to help is still in
operation. Its address:

Christine Berl Fund
Central Trust Co. Plaza
¢/o Allen and O’Brien Law
Offices
1 East Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14604
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U.S. Catholic Aide
Irked at Trial Delay

Washington (NC) — A US.
Catholic Conference official
expressed “extreme distress”
at the news that an appeals
court in El Salvador had
delayed the trial of five ex-
members . of the country’s
National Guard accused of
the murders of four American
churchwomen.

The official. Father J.
Bryan Hehir, director of the
Office of In-
ternational Justice and Peace,
told a House subcommittee
March 17 that the delays in
the trial show the country’'s
lack of progress on human
rights even though the
Reagan administration has
been using human rights
progress as a criterion for
continued U.S. military aid.

“We don’t feel very en-
thused after the (Salvadoran)
decision about the state of
human rights,” Father Hehir
said. He also noted that the
effort to bring justice in the
case of the churchwomen is a
symbol for other murder
victims in El Salvader who
have no one to press their
cases.

Father Hehir appeared
before the foreign operations
subcommitiee of the House
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tion must be typed and in the
Courier-Journal offices by
noon Thursday before the
Wednesday publication. The
Courier-Journal is located at
114 S. Union St., Rochester,
N.Y. 14607,

Ja

RESTAURANT QUALITY MEATS

AND DELI ITEMS

Open to the public at Palmer’s
Regional Market and Perinton Hills locations.

USDA CHOICE

Appropriations Committee.

Also criticizing the Salva;
doran Appeals Court decision
was Michael H. Posner, who
has been the attorney for the
families of the slain church-
women. He called the decision
a “significant step backward.”

He questioned the view
that the >court decision
amounted to little more than a
technicality and said instead
that it showed a “shocking

pattern of official indifference.

incompetence and il will” by
the Salvadoran government.

MILAN...

PADUA ... City of

St. Anthony
VENICE... St. Mark’s

FLORENCE. .. Art
Treasures of
Michaelangelo
ASSISI. .
St. Francis

LORETO. .. the “Holy
House of Nazareth”
SAN GIOVANNI
ROTONDO...
Padre Pio

. Cathedral of the
Archangel Michael

SORRENTO. .

ROME...
of Rome

. Shrine town of ;

Home of

MONTE SANT ANGELO

ITALY during Holy Year

MAY 29 .. “June 10

A Motorcoach tour visiting:
daVinci's “Last Supper”

pther
Raymond Heisel

. Pompeii and Capri
A Papal Audience and the Basicilicas

FOR DETAILS, CALL OR WRITE:
Wydler Travel Service
1778 Empire Blvd.
Webster, N.Y. 14580

671-2640 _
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BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOINS s, ... ony 2289

' ?9 TOBIN FIRST PRIZE SKINLESS, SHANKLESS
2.29
only L] Ib.

Specials

Fresh

HADDOCK FILLET

ROCHESTER'S FAVORITE! Sweet tasting fillets delicious
baked or broiled. Offer good through Sat., March 26, 1983.

Fresh

w. | THORO-COOKED HAM

whole or half

TOBIN FIRST PRIZE

THICK
SLICED BACON 1.6. 0k
FRESH PURE PORK
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
TOBIN FIRST PRIZE
WHITE HOTS 1.0k

- COMMERCIAL PACK — 15-Ib. BOX
FROZEN
CHICKEN LEGS .. 63¢

COMPARE OUR QUALITY
AND PRICING —
YOU SAVE!

‘ | 19
POLLOCK (BOSTON BLUE) F' LLET only2 ib

Mild tasting thick fillets delicious baked or broiled. A
SUPER VALUE! Offer good through Sat., March 26, 1983.

Hot, Deep-Fried

99
STUFFED SH RIMP DINNER only2

Four (4) deep-fried crabmeat-stuffed shrimp, complete :
with french fries and cole slaw. Ready to go. Offer good
" through Fri., March 25, 1983.

PERINfON HILLS MALL ¢ Route 31 & 250 ¢ 223-5900
+DOWNTOWN ¢ 141 State Street, opposite Andrews ¢ 546-6180
*GENESEE REGIONAL MARKET « 900 Jefferson Road ¢ 424-3210




