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St. Mary Our Mother Chur
Sets ‘Come Home’ Program

Horseheads — The parish-
ioners of the Church of St.
Mary OQOur Mother have
inaugurated an evangelization
program entitled ‘“Come
Home for Easter,” for the
inactive Catholics of the
parish.

“Come Homie for Easter™ is
based on a program developed
by Father Alvin A. lllig, CSP,
director of the Paulist
National Center for
Evangelization in
Washington, D.C.

To date, the parish has

matled more than 1},000
letters to people in the towns
of Big Flats, Catlin, Horse-
heads and Veteran in order to
reach out to and invite these
people.

The six-week program
begap Feb. 6 and will
culminate in an invitation to
inactive Catholics to a Week
of Hospitality, March 13-18.

During that time, “they can
get a second look at the
church, have their questions
answered and resolve any
possible difficulties,” a parish

Fr. Albert
Shamon

Wa)d for Sunday

Sharing

- Reconciliation

Sunday’s Readings: (R3)
Lk. 1513, 11.32. (R1) Jos.
5/9-12.(R2) 2 Cor. 5/17-21.

Alexander the Great in
his cenquest of Persia told
his officers that when he
conquered Persia, he would
destroy all his enemies. To
celebrate that conquest,®
Alexander had a lavish
banquet for his officers.
When they -~ entered the
banquet hall, they were
amazed and dismayed to see
Alexander with the enemy
officers ail around him. His
own officers said to
Alexander. “We thought
yOu WeEre going 10 destroy

your enemies?”

Alexander answered. “l
have. | have made them my
friends.”

Sunday’s readings are all
about reconciliation. The
first reading celebrates
Israel’s liberation from
Egypt and so their recon-
ciliation 10 God. St. Paul in
his letter to the Corinthians
uses the word ‘“recon-
ciliation™ five times in five
sentences. And the parable
of the Prodigal Son is simply
a story of reconciliation.

Now the basic Greek
word for reconciliation ig
allasso, which means “to
change.” It signifies a
change especially in
relationships: to change
enemies into friends, rebels -
into loyal subjects, and the
estranged into sons again. In
music we call such recon-
ciling  ‘**harmonization.”
Reconciliation is a bringing
into harmony opposites:
sinners (all of us) and the
~inless One (God); enemies
mnto friends.

The first. point to note
about reconciliation is that
we are reconciled to God
rather than He is reconciled
to us. Remember God is love
and God never changes. So
His love for us, like that of
the father of the prodigal.
never changes. He waits for
us. He invites us to come
home. In fact He sent His
Son looking for us and the
Son died for us to bring us
back home.

Reconciliation, therefore,
is a onesided affaif. God
reconciles; man is. recon-
ciled. “God has reconciled
himself to us through Christ.
... not counting mew’s sins
against them.” That is- why
the name for. the sacrament

of the forgiveness of sins is
better called “Sacrament of
Reconciliation™  than
“Sacrament of Penance.”
Penance connotes our doing,
wher¢as reconciliation
connotes God's doing. And
it is what God does —
forgives — that is the im-
portant aspect of the
sacrament. He forgives; He
reconciles.

Of course the
corresponding element to
God's reconciliation is that
we accept it. “Coming to his
senses,” the prodigal
decided, “l will break away
and return to my father”
God's forgiveness, His offer
of. reconciliation, has to be
appropriated, to be accepted
by all us prodigals.

Once God has made
reconciliation possible and
once we have appropriated
this possibility by returning
to the Father through the
Sacrament of Reconciliation
— well then, we must share
our experience with others,
As St. Paul said, “He has
entrusted the ministry of
recongciliation to us.”

There are others who do
not realize the love of God
for themselves. The eider
-son in the parable lived right
in the midst of his father's
kingdom. He experienced all
the blessings and benefits of
living under his father's care

— vyet he didn’t recognize -

the great love his father had
for him. Because he didn't

know this love, he¢ was
unable to see it extended to
his younger brother.

Loved by God, we must
love others — “be am-
bassadors for Christ.”

Paul McCartney of
Beatles fame wrote a hit
rock record titled “Ebony
and -lvory.” Using the
metaphor of ebony and
ivory keys on the piano
keyboard, he asked why we
could not live in harmony
with each other. His words
speak specifically to racial
harmony. but they carry a
message for reconciliation in
ali of life. Sung by Mc-

" Cartney. a white. and Stevie

Wonder. a black. the words

go like this:

“We all know

People are the same
wherever you go.

There is good and bad in
everyone.

We learn to live when we
learn to give

Each other what we need
to survive

Together alive.

Ebony and ivory

Live together in perfect
harmony.

Side by side on my piano
keyboard, N

QO Lord, why don't we?”

release fromi Father Francis
Blighton, associate, said.

" During the week, talks will
be :presented with different
topies each day. The parish
has slated this program at 7:30
p.m. for those who can only
attend in the evening, and at
9:30 a.m., for those who can
only attend in the morning.

“Thus far the response has
been most gratifying,” the
release stated.

Further information on the
program is dvailable by calling
the parish rectory at (607)
739-3817.
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Mangione’s Pastry Shop
Cannoli Mix . ..
For the first time ever any-
where, after years of testing,
we have developed a Cannoli
Mix suitable for the home-
maker to prepdre. A 2 lb.
package makes 5 dozen shells.
Mangione’s Cannoli Mix in-
cludes complete instructions
and the recipe for the ricotta
cheese filling.

For more information on how to buy the mix, call Mangione’s Pastry.

ST. JOSEPH’S
BREAD

Baked Fresh Daily

March 11-12
March 14 to April 3.

* Long Braided
* Round Twist

¢ Heart Shape

¢ Crosses

e Baskets

e Sports Figures
e Roller Skates
= Eggs

* Rabbits

¢ Snoopy

* Trucks

¢ Raggedy Andy

e Raggedy Ann
e New T.V.
Favorites

¢ Telephones

Mangions Fine Ouality Easter Candy Availabie at Thess

Greece Locations:

* Queneli's Bakery e Faris Pharmacy

* Dewey Pharmacy 520 Long Pond Rd.

* Buckman's Dairy & 1950 Ridge Rd. W.

¢ Cole Pharmacy ¢ North Greece Drugs

: in Hilton At:
* Crossroads ¢ Country Kitchen

Paim Sunday
to Easter Sunday

Mangione’s Pastry Shop

EASTER BREAD — OPEN PALM SUNDAY and EASTER SUNDAY

FOR YOUR CONVEMIENCE
Bakery Open 'til 2 p.m. Both Sundays

1000 NORTON ST. NEAR NORTH ST.
DpEn_? A.M.-6 P.M. Mon. to Fri., Sat. "til 5:30, Closed Sun.

266-8191 - =
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