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Life of Mary Magdalen

By Bob Koenig

Philadelphia (NC) — Sal
Ponti has succeeded in writing
a musical about the life and
times of Mary Magdalene that
has been on the stage in Los
Angeles for 20 months and
has been praised by both an
official of the Los Angeles
archdiocese and a Los Angeles
Times critic.

Msgr. Joseph Pollard,
director of communications
for the Los Angeles arch-
diocese, described
“Magdalene™ as “a special
event.”

The musical “is well-written
and never contrary to
Catholic dogma,” Msgr.
Pollard said, “and I would
highly recommend e¢veryone
see it because of its wonderful,
uplifting message, one which

would apply to people of all
ages and all faiths.”

Calling the musical “a good
show,” Los Angeles Times
critic John Mahoney said it “is
without abuse to anyone's
faith.”

After that praise, Ponti, a
1956 graduate of St. Joseph
College in Philadelphia, said
he hopes to have “Magdalene™
on the stage in New York. He
said he hoped the musical’s
continuing run in Los
Angeles, where it is the long:
est-running stage production
in the city, indicates that it
could succeed on Broadway.

In an interview with the
Catholic Standard and Times,
Philadelphia archdiocesan
newspaper, Ponti, composer,
lyricist and director of
“Magdalene,” said the musical

traces Mary Magdalene’s
bawdy life to her conversion
by Jesus Christ at the finale.

- Working on “Magdalene”
has taught him. a great deal
- about show business, Ponti
said. “What I've learned, in 25
words or less, is to keep going,
to keep trying and creating.
land not to worry about what
is going to happen in the
future,” he said. “The obsta-
cles have been phenomenal,
and that's the challenge.”

. The playwright said he is
-especially careful not to let the
show get into the “wrong
hands.” *l don't want
‘Magdalene’ to become ‘The
Best Little Whorehouse in

Judea,’ ” he said.
| The story of how
(“Magdalene™ came to be

could be material for another
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show, a tragi-comedy.

A graduate of St
Madeleine Sophie Parish
School and LaSalle College
High School in Philadelphia.
Ponti studied political science
at St. Joseph College, but his
primary interest was music.
He said he began writing

. songs at the age of 15 and at
17 had written a tune, “I'm In
Love,” which, with the aid of
“idolmaker” Bob Marcucci,
helped launch the career of
teen star Fabian.

After what he called the
required period of being a
“struggling actor in New
York,” Ponti said, he went to
Hollywood and in 1961
landed the lead in a Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer special
effects fantasy, “Atlantis, The
Lost Continent.” When the
film was released, he recalled,
“I got more fan letters than

e Presented as Musical

Liz Taylor.”
nothing.

“Even today, to be totally

And then,

honest, 1 can't understand
what happened.” he said.
“One week | was at some
plush pool in Hollywood; the
next week | was making
deliveries to the same house.”

“A lot of guys turn to booze
and drugs,” Ponti said of his
Hollywood dream turned
nightmare. “l turned to
writing and composing.”

The “fabulous idea” for
“Magdalene,” he said, came to
him after he had already
succeeded in writing and
producing several musical
reviews. He found a home for
his show at the La Cana
Dinner Theater in a Los
Angeles suburb and struggled
to obtain the necessary
financial backing.

“Magdalene™ opened in

March 1981.

He said much business has
come from church group sales
and from publicity received
when local choirs have sung
some of the show’s tunes.

Ponti said he is now
examining the possibility of a
road company doing
“Magdalene,” and _the

ultimate goal. a New York‘

opening.

Describing his view of
success, he said he knows he
has “made it.”

‘“Making it’ to me,” he
said, “is having the time to
pursue and create and to be
free of the stress of wondering
if I'm going to wind up in
some flea bag hotel. 1It’s
enjoying the pursuit and not
having the pressure.”

Left, Mariette Hartley, Shelby Balik and Paiul Scott as Candy Lightner and her two
surviving children visit the grave of her 13-year-old daughter, whose death resulted in
the formation of Mothers Against Drunk Drivers. “M.A.D.D.: The Candy Lightner
Story,”’ a new NBC movie, airs March 14. Dick Van Dyke, right, plays three diverse
characters — a young boy’s father, a stern librarian and a comical old man — in

“The Wrong Way Kid,” airing

photos)
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“The Word Remains: A Life
of Oscar Romero,” by
James R. Brockman. Orbis
Books (Maryknoll, N.Y.
1982) 241pp., $12.95

By Jaime Fonseca
NC News Service

In describing the final
weeks before Archbishop
Oscar Romero of San
Salvador, El Salvador, was
killed by an assassin’s bullet
in March 1980, Jesuit
Father James R. Brockman
documents the efforts of the
Salvadoran churchman to
end government repression

« of organizations suspected of
being subversive.

One of the efforts con-
cerned Americans. It was a
letter Archbishop Romero
wrote to President Jimmy
Carter Feb. [7 to tell him
that any further US. aid
“instead of favoring greater
justice and peace in El
Salvador, will undoubtedly
sharpen the injustice and the
repression of the organized
people, whose struggle has
often been for the respect of

* their. most basie: human

‘righs”

Archbishop Romero
quoted from a document
issued the year before in
Puebla, Mexico, by the
Latin American bishops.
The document discussed the
self-determination of peoples
in overcoming crises and
choosing their rulers.

“It would be unjust and
deplorable for foreign
powers to intervene and
frustrate the Salvaddran
people ... To keep them
from deciding on their own
the economic and political
course that our nation
should follow,” Archbishop
Romero added.

The book gives the social
and palitical context and the
motivations which prompted
the churchman to write this
message. Almost three years
later. the letter. along with
other documents of great
theological and moral value.
remains so relevant that the
title “The Word Remains™ is
strikingly apt.

Father Brockman -wrate
this biogrdphical work after

March 15 on “The CBS Library’’ series. (NC

three months of in-
terviewing friends and
associates of the churchman
and of examining files in E!
Salvador, The book in-
carnates the man in a
narrative of tribulations,
challenges, and ac-
complishments of the
Church in El Salvador since
1977. By then American
missionaries were being
expelled by the military for
helping peasants and others

" to get organized, and native

priests and catechists were
being murdered for
preaching liberation from
want and from sin. One
outstanding case was that of
Jesuit  Father Rutilio
Grande. " who had turned
rural parish of aguilares into
a hub of Christian com-
munities.

The author quotes one of -

the letters to Archbishop
quero from a peasant:
“Bishop. we wish to tell you
that your homilies and talks
move us to continue
stronger and more forceful
in this struggle to build a

..mare~ just order., beginning
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