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§ Annulments More Common

But Still Exception to Rule

By Father Robert F. O’Neill
. Officialis
Marriage Tribunal

Jesus said, “What God has
joined, let no man put
asunder.” The Catholic
Church has accepted over the
years a very literal in-
terpretation of His words.
Furthermore, when we see the
reality of the marriage as
described by sacred scripture
— namely, “These two shall
become one flesh” — we see

"marriage as a permanent

union that can be ended only
by the death of one of the
partners. Experience, too, has
borne out this type of
thinking. Every young couple
about to be married plans on
spending the rest of their lives
with the' partner. Indeed,
often young people will say

that they could not imagine .

living without the partner

‘they love so much. Church

faw and teaching, therefore,
reflect this basic philosophy.

For baptized persons, the
Catholic Church sees an even
more wonderful event:
namely, a sacrament. When
two baptized persons pledge
themselves to each other in
marriage for life, they receive
the sacrament of marriage,
sanctifying grace, and the
guarantee of God’s blessings
and helps - throughout their

-married life.

For Catholics, the Church
feels that there are certain
acceptable ways for
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celebrating this sacrament.
Therefore, when a Catholic is
to be "married, and the
marriage is to be recognized,
the marriage must take place
before a priest and two
witness. This is called the
form of marriage. In recent
years, the Church has per-
mitted a dispensation from
form allowing another,
usually a Protestant, minister
to be viewed as the official
Church witness to the
sacrament. These cases are
still rather rare but they are
possible. It is encouraging to
see the desire on the part of
prospective brides and grooms
to have God as a part of their
marriage and to celebrate
their marriage in a
sacramental way, seeing God
as a real partner in their loving
relationship.

Occasionally, a Catholic is
married without the benefits
of a priest present or a
dispensation form, and in
cases like this, the Church
does not recognize the
marriage. It is possible later to
have the couple go to a
Catholic priest and discuss
having the marriage
recognized by the Church and
it is certainly advised so that
the benefits of the sacrament
can truly be a part of their
marriage. However, grace
does build on nature and if the
marriage seems to be in
trouble, the blessing of the
Church -is ‘not going to

guarantee a solution to all
problems. Our priests are well
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trained in giving advice to
persons in . this type of
situation and every priest has
had a great deal of experience
along these lines.

For ‘those who are not
Catholics, the Church
recognizes their marriages as

as long as the partner still
lives.

However, the question is
what is a true and valid
marriage, what has truly God
joined? Because of changes in
Church thought, especially
since the Vatican Council,
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No annulment procedure is begun
until the marriage is certainly ended
by civil divorce and there are no civil
effects to Church annulment process.”

true and valid ones, if they are
recognized by the particular
state in which the couple lives.
This means that a marriage of
two Protestants before a
Protestant minister and also a
marriage of two Protestants
before a Justice of the Peace is
recognized by us. That means
that should the marriage fail
and one of the partners wishes
to marry another, we would
say he or she is not free to
marry because the marriage is
recognized by God and lasting
until death.

As I mentioned previously,
once a couple have entered a
true and valid marriage. they
are not allowed to marry
again even after a civil divorce

INVITE CHEESY EDDIE’S TO YOUR WEDDING

A sweet-talking guest: cheesecake in tiers to serve 30 to 300
(and hundreds more by special arrangement)

Choose from 16 flavors, decorated to order with cheesec;ake
piping and rose garlands, showers of sliced almonds,

flowers from your florist, even champagne-glass pillars.

We need just two weeks notice to bring tiers to your eyes.

CHE ESY EDDIE’S wedding cakes: luxurious, unusual,

and very beautiful

602 South Avenue
(corner of. Averill)
Tuesday-Saturday, 10-6

. 473-1300
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because of advances in the
behavioral sciences enabling
us to understand human
nature better, because of
changes in Church Law
regarding procedures of
Church Tribunals, a Church
annulment of a marriage is
much more common today
than in the past. Annuiments
are still an exception to the
rule and certainly not possible
in every case, but when there
were serious difficulties from
the beginning of a marriage.
or the marriage was very

short, an annulment should be &

considered. This procedure is
possible for any marriage.
even those of non-Catholics,
and again the priests of the
parishes are well trained in

assisting people wishing to
investigate the possibility of a
Church annulmént. No
annulment procedure is begun
until the marriage is certainly

ended by civil divorce and .

there are no civil effects to
Church annulment process.

Divorce is always a sad
experience for the partners,
for children and for families.
When it does occur, the
Rochester diocese is fortunate
to have the outstanding
divorced and separated groups
that are so -helpful to so many.
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“There are also many programs
that help prevent marrjage -
failures. such as an out-
standing Pre-Cana program.
marriage enrichment
programs, and -good priests
and Sisters who are willing to
give of their time to ennch
marriages and to assist those
in trouble. Continued effory is
needed at marriage enrich-
ment since the family is in-
deed the basis of society and
the more happy and successful
families we can have, the
better will be our society in
our diocese.

Wedding Poem

Married when the year is

new,

He'll be loving, kind and
true.

When February birds do
mate,

You may wed, nor dread
your fate.

If you wed when March
wind’s blow,

Joy and sorrow both
you’ll know.

Marry in April when you
can,

Joy for maiden and for
man.

Marry in the month of
May,
You will surely rue the
day.

grow,
Over land and sea you'll
£0.

Marry when June roses -

Those who in July do
wed, ‘
Must labor always for
their bread. :

Whoever wed lp August
be, :
Many a change are sure
to see. i

Marry in Seﬁplem‘ber‘s
shine, ,

Your living will be rich
and fine. ‘

T in October! you do
marry, ;
Love will
riches tarry.

o,éme. but

If you wed !in bleak
November
Only joys will come,
remember. i

When December snows
" fall fast,
.- Marry, and true love will
last. ‘
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Say it with a diamond engagement ring,
-~ wedding bands or trios.

Our plain gold wedding
bands for her, start at
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One of Rochester’s

largest selections of

fancy, engraved and
custorn bands.

33-40%
savings

Diamond Engagement
Ring Specials

Y4 carat starting at 269

- 40% OFF

Qur entire collection
of loose and mounted diamonds

Custom wedding bands made to order
Free engraving of wedding bands

Visa, MC, American Express
Layaway welcome

Bring this ad and
receive 10% additional
discount on gifts for
the wedding party.

560 Ridge Rd. W. East Rochester 3300 Monroe Ave.
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