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How Important Is Music
In the Wedding Ceremony?

By John M. Kubiniec
Liturgical Music Consuitant
Office of Liturgy

Many preparations are
necessary in trying to make
the celebration of a wedding a
memorable and meaningful
occasion. One area which
needs careful consideration is
the music which is used
during the wedding ceremony.

A wedding is both a per-
sonal and a public occasion. It
is personal in that two people
pledge their love and com-
mitment to one another, but it
is also communal in that it is
witnessed in the presence of a
community and effects that
community. The couple
pledges their love to one
another in lasting love just as
Christ has to his Church. This
commitment cannot be
carried out solely dependent
on the strength of the couple,
but also needs support of the
family and friefids who have
gathered together as the
Community of Faith, which is
the Church. In a special way
during the wedding ceremony
those present pray for God'’s
blessing on the union of the
coupie as husband and wife.

The music which is chosen
to be used before and during
the wedding ceremony should
be reflective of this. It should
reflect the importance a
Christcentered lifestyle and
of human love which finds its
foundation in God's love for
all of humanity through Jesus

Christ.

It is because of this that
certain selections are entirely
inappropriate for the wedding
ceremony. Songs such as

“Evergreen,” “We've Only
Just Begun,” “Endless Love,”
and “For Your Eyes Only”
are not apprgpriate. They in
no way reflect the communal
dimension of the Christian
wedding ceremony, but are
instead reflective of a rather
personalistic view or present
ideas which are contrary to
the Christian idea of marriage.

Ideas for wedding music
may come from what a couple
has heard at another wedding,
or what their parents may
like. While some good ideas
might come from here, one
should not confine one’s
choice of wedding music to
those sources. Couples should
consult with musicians in
their parish. They should be
able to help in choosing music
which is appropriate for the
wedding ceremony.

There are a number of
songs which speak of the
communal aspect of the
wedding ceremony which are
very appropriate. To find
them, one should begin
looking at some of the music
which is used for the Sunday
celebration of the Eucharist.

which is taking place, but
should aid in adding meaning
to the texts and to help the
action flow more smoothly.

It is customary for a soloist
to be used for. the ceremony. If
this is the case he or she
should not take away from
those gathered, the role that is
proper to them. All those
presént should be able to join
in the Holy, Holy, Eucharistic
Acclamation, Amen, and the
alleluia before the Gospel. ‘A
soloist should never, under
any circumstance, sing the
Our Father alone! The entire
assemnbly is to take part in the
praying of the Our Father.
The soloist could sing a few
appropriate selections as the
people are arriving. During
the Liturgy ‘the soloist could
also sing a selection during the
Preparation of the Gifts, and
lead those gathered in the
Responsorial Psalm and the
various acclamations.

The key to having a
memorable, meaningful and
prayerful wedding is to begin
planning early. A meeting two
or three months prior to the
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GREECE BROCKPORT
HOLYOKE WII.I.DWBRDO‘(E

APARTMENTS TOWNHOUSES -

Holyoke St. & APARTM ENTS

near Kodak Park

Willowbrooke Dr. off -
West Ave. (Rt. 31)

e Studio apartments $315

¢ 1 bedroom apartments $340
¢ 2 bedroom apartments $360
» Tennis courts » Pool
¢ Picnic area

PHONE
865-9595 &

* 1 bedroom apartments $350
* Air conditioned
® Carpeting

PHONE
637-3400

BEGINNING
FORA
WONDERFUL
FUTURE.

DOWNTOWN
ROCHESTER

199

E. BROAD
STREET

WEBSTER
COUNTRY \\

Country Manor Way
off 871 Phillips Rd.
* Studio apartments $290

¢ Spacious 1 bedroom apartments * 1 bedroom apartments $335

There are also a number of
other songs which have been
specifically written for the
wedding ceremony which can
help in making it a
memorable, meaningful and
prayful occasion.

Music is used within any
liturgical celebration to serve
the liturgy. This should be
kept in mind when in-
corporating music into the
wedding ceremony. Music
should not hold up the action

wedding = between the
musicans of the parish and the
couple would be beneficial. It
would aid in clarifying what
the parish policy might be in
regard to wedding music,
what the policy is regarding
payment of the musicians, and
what the policy might be in
regard to bringing in
musiciahs who are not on the
parish staff. It would also give
the couple ample time to
decide on the music which will
be used at the wedding
ceremony. :

from $340

| 265-0422

e Air conditioned

2 bed rt ts f 380 ¢ Carpeting
; 2 bedrooim apartments from $ « All electric kitchen
¢ Carpeting ¢ Pool
* Tennis courts PHONE \
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THE FARASH CORPORATION

919 Winton Road S.. Rochester. NY

14618
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Low cost “homemade”
lunch or dinnet.

\E Rosetto Precooked,
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take only minutes to prepare...combine
with your own sauce and other

e ingredients for a delicious, fresh
P tasting, iow cost meal with
"homemade” flavor. Look for

Rosetto meat and cheese raviolis
in the frozen food section.

Use the coupon below for
e additional savings.
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the purchase price of a 30 0z. bag of frozen

ROSETTO 50 precooked
RAVIOLIS without sauce.

Save Money, Buy a Package Today!

DEALER. Rosetto Foods will redeem this coupon at
10 White Street. Rochester. NY 14608 for 25¢ plus 7¢
handling. provided coupon is taken in exchange for a
package of frozen Rosetto precooked raviolis. in
accordance with terms of our agreement Cash value
1/20th of a cent. This coupon void where taxed.
prohibited or restricted by law.

EXPIRES JANUARY 31, 1984.

Frozen Raviolis
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YOU HAVEN'T SEEN IT ALL 'TILL YOU'VE SEEN BRIDAL HALL

~ The
Total
Service
Bridal Salon

Where you will find
delicately feminine
romantic and beautiful
Bridai Fashions for the
Bride, Attendants
and Mothers.

Featuring NADINE and
PROMTIME gowns from
SEVENTEEN magazine.

GREECE
TOWNE MALL
225-3500

Our Only
Location
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