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By John Dash

The progress of
Rochester’s Haitian refugees
through the administrative
courts of Immigration and
Naturalization Service is
being closely watched by the

National Emergency
Coalition for Haitian
Refugees. an unusually

broad-based alliance of
religious, academic. civic
and labor bodies first
convened by Brooklyn's
Auxiliary Bishop Anthony-
}. Bevilacqua.

Bishop Bevilacqua is
chairman of the coalition
which counts among its
members such diverse

groups as AFL-CIO, the

~
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Haiti: Bishop’s Group Reports Repression

Change of Venue Denied;

New

The cha '
refugees has-been denied: ./

LEE

7 Hearing Dates Set ™

 of venuerequest madt by Rochester’s Haitian
At the same time the date for their

exclus:onat}it hurmgshasbeen reset ior Jan.25.

_ mhry pmceedmgs originally were to have
: 12, Because of a conflict on Judge Sacks’
: tdate has now-been changed. ‘

the reports of such in-
ternational bodies as
Amnesty International, and
the Inter-American

1981. crackdown on
journalists. lawyers and
human rights activists

continue unabated . . .”

planation of ,approximately
35 persons in one of Haitis
political prisons, the Caserne
Dessalines. Well known
lawyers. engineers. and
economists were included
among those held in-
communicado and naked in
isolation cells. Several were
threatened and mistreated
and others have been
precented from leaving the
country.”

“The Haitian government
continues to disregard its
own constitution.” the
report continues, “and
international law through
the operation of state
security legislation,
exemplified by the ‘Anti-
Communist Law of 1969,

ternational law
Haitian government is un-
willing to tolerate the

existence of any person or
organization that advocales

the promotion of human’

rights in Haiti .. . Prisoners,
in Haiti’s political prisons
continue to face severe
mistreatment and violations
of their fundamental due
process _rights The
Haitian government oon-
tinues to suppress and stifle
any cffective political ac-
tivity or opposition

Freedom of the press is
severely curtailed ... the
Haitian government has
systematically eliminatedxall
legitimate free trade union

activity.”

that there will be any
government opening in the
near future that,_ will

" reestablish free democratic
life, ideological pluralism or
the free exercise of public
freedoms.™
t

It is the contention,of the
¢ federal government that the
Haitian refugees who came
to the US in 1981 are

“economic” refugecs rather
than” polmcal refugees.

That question will be
debated as the Haitians
move through the US.
immigration administrative
courts. . ’

The Haitians who fled
their country in 1981 were
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- literature, the alliance was = -
formed “in response o an
emergency: the jailing by ‘
‘order of the Attorney i
= General of all the Haitian :
‘boat people’ who had fled -
i - across 800 miles of open seas
to seek asyium in the United
States. On March 2, 1982 a :
number of prominent i
religious, Haitian, labor,
' civil and human rights, and e
' voluntary agency .
4 organizations formed the ,
NECHR 1o secure human !
treatment, due process of ‘
- law, and the immediate \
release to sponsors for the !
1900 imprisoned Haitians.
“This emergency con- ,
tinues: pursuant to a Federal !
Court decision on June 29,
1982 that the imprisonment
g of the Haitian *boat people’ e ' .
was unlawful, the 1900 d f !
6 Haitians were released to possess a ewce 0
13 sponsors in 90 communities ] l
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