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Faaily life is the domain of ordinary saints; ordinary sainthood is 
intimately concerned fifch everyday events in the lives of ordinary people. 
Che heart of the Church heats primarily where, »e live day-to-day. 

Ann so at the national level and in our nun diocese, ve are renew
ing nur cowitient to the strensthening of family life, "the family is the 
first and fundamental school of social living." as Pope John Paul II observed. 

Ironically, this-Beautiful Feast of Christaas can be a tine of 
discourayeaent; and discord in families. If »e do not sense the oarnth and 
security of-Christaas, ae can become discouraged and irritated oith ourselves 

and Bith our family. For those aho are sensing that discouragement mm, 1 

offer a)3 prayers throughout these holidays that you might experience the 

hope »hich the Christ Child holds for us. 

I ask you to join ae in prayer, particularly in these next fee 
•onths.jis I join sith your parish leadership people in an intense study of 
hoe ve, as Church, might better serve you, as Church, in your family life. 

Kay the rich blessings of this Christaas season be »ith you through
out the See gear. 

your hrother in Christ, 

^]^SM\*^ |bJ-(kW— 
•atthea H. Clark 
Bishop of Rochester 
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