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- months, 3s I join with gour parish leadership pegple in an intense studsy of
“hav ve, as Church, might better serve you, as Church, in your tamily 1ife.

Sy dear $isters and Brothers:

Bhen ve abserve this Hulg Feast aof Christmas, we remember Jesus
as ouv fathzr's lgving gift to us. And in that memory, we come face toa face
with our sisters and brathers. Novhere dues that happen more intensely than
in our hhqes -- pith aur family. this ;easﬁn we are called ta give hkirth to

the Christ €hild in surselves and in'nne anather, par¥icularly thaose vith vham
we live. :

Family 1ife is the domain of ordinary saints; ordinary sainthood is
inti-atzln cunc:ruzﬁ pith everijday events in the lives of amrainary people.
€he heart af the ‘church beats primarily where we live ﬂas to-day.

And sa at the natisnal level an2 in our awn diacese, we are ténem-
ing gur commitment to the stremgtheming of family 1ife. “The family is the
first and fandamental schaal of sntial living.” as Pope John Panl II abserved.

irenically, this beantifnl Feast af Chrisktmas can ke a time of
nisznnraszlgnﬁfann ‘discord in ta-ilxes. 1f we 3o not sense the warmth and
secarity nf‘christnas, e can hzcnne disconraged and irritated oith aurseloes
and with oar ta-ilg. Far those whao are sensing that disconragement now, I
affer =Y praners~thtuughnat these- holidays bhab gan nzght experience the
hnye which the christ chilad hnl&s for us.

; T ask yon ta join me in prdger, particularly in these next few

Ray the rich blessings of this €hristmas seasan be oith uon through-
ant the Neo Hear. )

Your krother in Christ,
Batthes H, Clark
Bishop af Rachester
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