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On thjsMightJSide 

Religious 
Similarities -' 

A friend of mine took a 
college i course in Com
parative Religions, and "Was 
sosh^ked^thesimilarities 
between pagan religions and 
Catholicism that he lost the 
Faith for a while. 

Many things in ail 
religions are.similar. Many 
noble concepts, v e.g. in 
BuTddhism and Con-
fuciunism, are similar to 
C h r i s t i a n i t y . Some 
mythological stories are 
similar to biblical accounts. 

While in Japan we were 
struck by certain ritualistic 
similarities at the Maiji and 
other shrines we visited. 
Catholics enter the church 
conscious of the Presence of 
God in the Sacrament in the 
tabernacle. We touch 
blessed water as a sign of 
purification. We genuflect in 
an act of reverence; We 
pray. 

At the Shinto shrine the 
believers take a dipper of 
water, pour some on their 
hands and. drink a little as ah 
act of purification. Then 
they go to the shrine, bow 
reverentlytclap their hands 
twice to attract the spirit; 
toss a coin in the offering 
box, pray, and end up with 
another double clap and 
finai,bow of reverence. 
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I am always moved by the 
devotion of people of other 
religions, and am sad that 
they do not have Christ. 
That pagans and Christians 
should find similar modes of 
expression in worship is as 
natural- as-man's nature 

•expressing love between 
husband and wife, or parents 
and children. 

The difference is divine' 
revelation, for God sent His 
Son with the message of love 
and redemption. He gave us 
the Church to teach us, the 
Bible to inspire and instruct 
us-,-.the Sacraments to 
continue His sanctification, 
the Eucharist as the supreme 
act of worship and com
munity. 

Voltaire was once asked:-. 
"How does one go about 
forming a new religion?" He 
replied: "Be crucified and 
rise from thfrdead." 

While we acknowledge . 
Jesus' as Lord, we are also 
commissioned to bring the. 
Faith and His Lordship to 
the whole vtorld. We have 
notbeen very successful in. 
Japan. St. '/• Francis. Xavier 
t>rpughr%lfirst in 1549, bur 
whatever was begun was 

pretty much destroyed by 
subsequent shoguns; 

Of the 100 million souls in 
Japan, only 500,000 are 
Catholics. This is one half of 
one percent, the same 
percentile for near-beer 
allowed during prohibition 
days. There are about the 
same number of Protestants 
of many denominations. All 
the bishops are native 
Japanese and are very 
conservative. • About 40 
percent of the clergy are 
natives. 

The Jesuits have the 
greatly honored University 
of St. Sophia in Tokyo. I 
have no . statistics on 
religious Sisters, but think 
they are higher. More than 
half the Catholic population 
is concentrated at Nagasaki 
and Hiroshima, where the 
faith was planted centuries 
ago. Both cities were atom-
bombed by the Americans. 

When we got to Kyoto, a 
city of about 1.5 million, I 
met ' young Mike Nakai, 
head receptionist of the New 
Miyako Hotel, and asked: 
"Is there a Catholic church 
here ' where they speak 
English?" "Yes. St. Francis 
Xavier Cathedrar There 
are 13 Catholic churches in 
Kyoto. ' . - . 

He. phoned for me and got 
Father - "Dominic, - an 
American Capuchin ftorn-
Boston and New York. He 
joined us for dinner. He is 
about 50;years old;, knows 
our Capuchins at Interlajceh? 
has been in Japan 21 years, 
is now a Japanese citizen, 
and his new name is Father 
Shintoku Takayama^ 

I was still puzzled that 
Japanese rarely physically 
touch one another.. He 
explained ' that "they 
communicate through a 
kind of sixth sense, studying 
the face, especially the'eyes. 
When Pope John Paul came 
to Japan the TV networks 
were full of him all week. He 
celebrated Mass in Japanese 
five times, and was taught 
by a nun before coming to 
Japan. The people were 
fascinated by his face and 
eyes: full of goodness and 
love and sincerity. The 
Japanese say that words can 
deceive, but the eyes do 

"not." 
The next .flay. Father 

Dominic arranged for us to 
celebrate -Mass. at the 
beautiful cathedral c —^15 
years;6KI, seating about 400 
people, with native architec
ture. They have five Masses 
every Sunday. After daily 
Mass in the hotel room, it 
was goal to celebrate in the 
house 'Sf\ G*6d, • arid we all 
relished the sacredness of the 
cathedral. ^ 

NFP Class Scheduled in Auburn 
A:Nawj^J|apiry,Banntng fective; his nchsideeffecurand class, Tsg&BSPtld \by NFP 

Educatipn?of Rochester, will' 
begin:Tu!esmX;h!ig|it.;Nov. 23, 
at S|^:iK&1$s School. 17 
Ctym|£v %*.irt: ^A>burn. 
Enrollment is liipi^i) t o si*. 

\ engag^:o|imarried Jcbuplesr 

av]aiilBffe1lWr^ 
rMuireus#fie£%*J--r •:• •;• 

9MlKifenAuM*xtii|tyi;WFP 

promotes' Shared respon
sibility. •" r : • 

Mpr^^.a)!Jf<)f.mationr, is 
a veil able -from N F P 
Rochester atf 7 lp>464-8705. 

;^CarTFv BattagJiaj assistant 
profesSpFv -pf Jcbmrnunica-

/-ti|Sn7jQ r̂r̂ lBir]Et .at- St. .John 
1$ishefi/C6llege,;"-rewived the 
CjMfi||oflenT!Eagl~ ^•••-iJ 

)foK ^5tlififfiate 
^J^ccib^Ks};;J|Bfei'̂ - -
'"""""''.-^warditre^ivierf^by. the 

SsJ^^ifevlej'-to. date.' The 
^^||^fll'noW"beentered-in 
WdrHwide competition. ,--- • • 

Get in touch with the right people through the Courier-
Journal classified. $5.00 — 3 Lines Per Week. $1.50 Each 
Additional Line Maximum 23 Characters (Words, Punc
tuation, and Spacing) Per Line. Payment Must Ac

company Your Order Only With this Coupon Below. 

WASHER and DRYER REPAIRS. GE 
washers; GE, FridgMair*, Kenmore, 
Whirlpool dryars. Prompt, raaaonaUa 
service. Call alter S p.m.. 244-8251. 

CARS SELL lor S11&S5 (average). Also 
- J**ps, pickups. AtailaM* al local 

govammanl auction*. For directory 
' call (80S) 6874000 ML 1467. Call 

. refundable. 

"THE SWEET TOOTH", prasanta 
delicious, Rochester-made choco-
lalas and a variaty ol candy gift •nap-
pad and delivered for 4hat special oc-
cation! Also available for fundrais-
ing. 2444191. 

ADDITIONS, OARAGES, patio decks. 
Changs a baseman! into a family 
room. 654-9031. 

Carpenter work: additions, porch 
- ancloaura*, panaling, doors and win

dows, electrical work. 28 yaars e«-
perience. Prompt, free estimates. 
Check our reputation. DiNAPOLl 
BROTHERS. Call anytime. 22S-7681. 

BABYSITTING DONE In my noma. Uka 
.-AneJSloneDd. area. Call Yvonne, 

ELECTRICAL WIRING. Master License. 
865-1019. 

FROM ROCK Co Bactv - Millar to 
. Manilow —. for everyone. George 

Manning Orchestra. 467-6749. 

THE SOPHISTICATES - Music lor All 
Occasions, tinder the direction of 
Sammy Prof eta. 288-3030 or 288-6372. 

BOBBY LANE ORCHESTRA, top music 
for all occasions. Top "musicians. 
467.9347,. 

APARTMENT for RENT:Bbnd Street, 2 
rooms, kitchenette, clean and com
fortable. 2 bus lines. Heat and hot 
water. Reasonable rent. Phone 
442-2272. 

HALF-DOUBLE for rant. No pats. 2 
bedrooms. Security deposit.' $250 +. 
NorthaasL 288-8915. 

NORTH STREET: 4 rooms, newly 
decorated, new .kitchervappllances, 
security.references, $225+: Suitable 
for 1-2 adult*. 3254335. -': 

USED FURNITURE. Buy and Sail. ADDITIONS-STEPS, Patios. Fireplace 
American Appliance and Furniture. 
905 Monro* Ave., 473-7385. 

GUTTER CLEANING: $19.95. Fully In
sured. For friendly, reUabie service, 
please call 533-2260 or 467-6319. 

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR: fuH-Uma, 
to begin January 1963. CoMoga gradu
ate, eiperience in education, market
ing and coBaSMnicalfons dasirabis, 
abUHy to write dearly and speak al-
• lacuvaii. 5*nQ leuer Of asajsscanon 
and resume to Sister Judith Heberte, 
Our Lady of Mercy High School, 1437 
Blossom Road. Rochester, NY 14610 
byOacaasbar10,1M2. 

JOB INFORMATION: Overseas, cruise 
ships, Houston, OaUas, Alaska. 
$20,000 to $60.000fyr. possM*. CaH 
(SOS) 687-6000 *xt J-1467. Ca> re-

chimneys repaired. 40 years ex
perience. Insured. 266-1491 or 

KRIS MOVERS, reasonable. Any time 
day or nkjhL Free estimates. 
54*0051. 

K-D MOVING and STORAGE. Local and 
Now York Stat* moving. Household, 
offices, packing, sale secured 
storage. Insured. Cad tor estimate 
and hourly rates. 328-7730. 

VETERAN'S MOVERS. Household 
goods, office furniture, commercial 
goods, deliveries. Insured. Call lor 
estimates and hourly rates. 4734357. 

SEWING MACHINES oiled and ad
justed, $6.95. Used and new 
machines available. Call Jell, 
467-3100. 

ODD JOBS: Storm windows removed, 
washing walls, floor waxing, cleaning 
gutters, etc. 4364421. 

LANDSCAPING 
by STEVE ALARIE 

Fall Clean-Up * Tree Work 
Snovvplowing * Insulation 

caii 328 -8989 

IRON WORKS: railings, dividers, col-
umns, bar, winton, basement. In
terior,, exterior. Free estimates. 
6714439. 

Make the outside of your 
invitations as beautiful as the 

inside! Lovely clear italic 
calligraphy carefully hand-

lettered in your choice of ink 
colors. Save time and worry. 
Reasonable prices. Wedding, 

shower, birth announcements. 
Call Christina 

473-9386 » 

PAINTING: INTERIOR and exterior. 
Over tan years ot quality service to 
Courier subscribers. References 
available. For free estimates, please 
call 5944724. 

PAINTING -and PAPERHANGING. 
Textured-swirl ceilings. Free 

• estimates. Quality work. Dan 
Burgmaster, 6634827. 

PAINTING: INTERIOR, EXTERIOR. 
Quality workmanship, dependable, 
references available. Tom Mulhern, 
244-5017. 

z jMfcySfc ••aaFilfcyS i ^ ^ _ 

ST. JUDE, thanks lor help receiv
ed. FP 

FURS: ANY kind, good condition, cash. 
Also family clothing purchased on 
consignment Connie's, 544-3331. 
Open dairy 11-6. 

DONT THROW IT AWAY — sell it. I will 
buy your accumulations or manage 
your household sale. Nancy Flaherty,* 
533-1746. 

WANTED: PORTABLE TVs. Must be in 
working order. 235-1203 or 342-5923. 

QUILTS, QUILT tops, linens. 266-9141. 

Need a 
second car 
for those 
"running 
around" 

duties? 

MASON WORK — Patios, brick steps, 
chimneys, sidewalks, garage floors, 
planters, additions. Compare our 
prices. 28 years experience. Free 
estimates. Check our reputation: 
DiNapoli Bros. Call Anytime. 
225-7681. 

HOUSE FOR SALE 
45 Waldo Ave. Excellent 
condition. 
3-bedroarn ranch. Large living 
room and kitchen. Full 
basement. 
Large lot (67x200 ft.). $46,900. 
Terms negotiable. Assumable 
$20,000.9%% mortgage. Call 
Father James Marvin. 

288-5000 

COOKWARE. 20-piece . set, stainless ;• 
- steel, waterless. Never been used. ' • 

Must sail, Cbsr $500,? will senior 3 

Name 

Address 

City . State 

Zip Phone 

l lseone box for each letter, for each comma or period. Leave one block 
space between words. 

M50.286-S042. 

FOR SALE 
Seven-piece walnut, . 

Danish modern dining room 
Set: Excellent condition. 

266-9274. 

TREASURED CHAIRS expertly caned. 
- rushed, or splinted. Fast, reasonable. 
Upholstering. 2654261. 
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Enclosed find $_ 

Please run my Want Ad for. 
Mail to: Courier-Journal 

.weeks. 114 South Union Street 
Rochester, NY 14607 

For prices on larger ads, call 454-7050 

DEADLINE: 3 p.m. Friday 


