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Decentralized.
Authority
‘Makes Gains

(Pope John PaulllxsexpeetedtotssuethenewCodeof
Canon Law within a few months. It will replace the current
code, or general law governing Latm-nte Catholm. which
was issued in 1917. This is one in.a series of articles by
National Catholic News Service to give an overview of the
new code and what it will mean to Catholics.)

By Jerry Filteau

When the bishops of the world met for the Second Vattean
Council in the early 1960s, one of the major concerns they
expressed was that of decentratizing power and authority in
the church.

based on the principle of subsidiarity — that decisions should
normally be made at the lowest appropriate level of authority
— as one of 10 guiding principles that’ should govern the
revision of the Code of Canon Law.

. Deoentralrzatton one of the new code’s most notable
features, can be seen in the new code’s legislation governing
new church structures such as the Synod of Bishops, national
bishops’ conferences, diocesan pastoral councils and priests’
counctls and parish councils. )

innumerable points where the old code ‘established concrete
universal laws but the new code does not legislate at all,
legislates only broad norms leaving the details to particular
law, or makes explicit allowance for local exceptions to the
general law,

To give but a few examples:

e The old code prescribed for universal observance,
besides Sundays, 10 holy days of obligation {of which the
U.S. church was excused from four by an 1885 indult); the
new code requires universal observance of Sundays and only
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determined by the btshops’ conférence — and leaves the

The 1967 World Synod of Bishops listed decentralization

— It is also seen, perhaps most srgmﬁcantly, in the almost

s I

o n T T oA 1L e v PO PR

decision on any additional feast days of obligation up to
bishops’ conferences. U.S. church discipline may or may not
change, but the decision on that will be up to the US
bishops, not to Rome.

OSumlarly, the old code’s detailed laws on days of
penitence are reduced, and bishops’ conferences are given
great freedom to determine alternatives to fast afid ab-

- stinence as formsS of penitence. . .

* Detailed rules of jurisdiction for priests to hear con-
fessions are virutally eliminated, so that in ordinary cir-

cumstances any pnest can hear oonfessxons anywhere

without special permission.

.. Forty detailed laws in the old code on cemeteries and
Christian burial are reduced in the new code to {4 laws, of

- ‘which several are not restrictive prescriptions biit options or

statements that local law is to goverii.

* Criminal penalties under the old law are substantially
reduced in severity and in number, and fewer censures
require recourse to-Rome for their removal

e Provisions in the new code give bishops’s conferences or
individual bishops greater leeway to meet special pastoral
needs.” In areas where priests are lacking, for example,
permissiom may be obtained for lay persons to administer
baptism or witness marriages. Although only a priest may be
pastor of a parish, bishops facing a shortage of priests may.
assign laypersons to may areas of parish ministry that do not

require ordination, meludmg the administration of a

“priestless parish.

Orie way the reduction in general church legislation can be
seen quickly is by a simple comparison of numbers.

The 1917 code had 2,414 canons (individual faws), but the
final draft of the new code submitted to the pope had 1 776
canons.

Of those 1,776 nearly 100 are devoted just to new
structures of the church, such as consultative organs and
adminstrative procedural law, which are an integral part of
the institutional decentralization of the ¢hurch.

A number of other canons-in the new code ‘are not strict

legislation as such, but rather in the form of theological .

statements about sacraments, Or persons, of mstltuttons in
the church, in the form of exhortatlon or recommendation
rather than legal requirement, or in the form of setting broad
norms for particular legislation or for implementing
variations from the general law

If those aspects of the new law are gxcluded, what remains

in the new code will not substantially change most church '

practice, despite considerable differences from the old code
The major achievement of the new code is not innovative
legislation, but the integration of general church law of the
itlxany church reforms made by bits and pieces since Vatican
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. the estabflshment of eonsultattve struetut:esi‘s: 1othe i L
aspect of the decentralization'that the newcodeexhtbrts —~ 5 | B
Structures incorporated  into the new code that— were. ' I
absent in the old would include parish councils, diocesan Y. :
* priests’. councils and. diocesan_pastoral- couscils, ,gmonal . "9 )
. conferences of bishops-and: theWorldSynodofB sho PS: % e { :
Aside from national bishops’ conferences however, itis | ; s
notable that these other structures are strictly coiisultative. T al
They do not haveadeltberattve (decision-making) vote. A N |
The theory behind the consultative bodies in the new  code - |
is o “bring a broader wisdom to bear on the resolutionof | = 1 - Pt
practical problems,” said ‘Father Thomas Green of ‘the E
Catholic University of America, one of the leading us. 1] 1 pi
experts on the revision of the code. ] ] ar
it
But, he added, “there is still a- tendency to monarchical | | a
authority. It still focuses on one person ... We are not a. }
church involved in corporate &crsron-makmg ] N
. in
One of the key exceptions to that 'he noted, wasinthelaw | = 3 | cl
-governing . religious orders. The new code gives greater BN |w
autonomy to religious orders to govern themselves, and the g o
highest authority of the order resides in a general chapter, : ‘
body of representatives of the order’s members. ;
Bishops’ conferences represent another exoeptton, but :
they remain in a kind of tension — on the one hand having ; ai
to  look to the Holy See for approval or confirmation of | - - la
major decisions, and on the other hand being carefully 3 »
restricted from interfering with the authority of the in- : Jd
dividual bishop in his own diocese: As the new-code was . al
< being developed, a number of ideas for bishops’ conferences - ! h
establishing national norms for various aspects of church ‘ T
- governance were rejected in favor of the : autonomy of eaelt ' 4 yi
bishop in his own diocese. . ’ S
While the new code goes a long way toward deoentrahzmg -
church authority in comparison with the old code, said
Father Green, one of its deficiencies is that the decnstonal .

power of btshops i$ not adequately etrcumscrtbed

He described the new code as showmg a“fear of “ham- 1
pering the exercise of authority.” As an example; he noted 3
that the old code required a bishop to-consult a pastopiri the ;
appointment of an assistant to the pastor, whtle the new eode
recotnmends it but does not require it.
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announced by
Kubiniec, music consultant

two holy days — Christmas and a major Marian feast to be

GaribaldiSymposium -

~ Giulio di Lorenzo, consul general of Italy in New York City, left, and Nazareth
College President Robert A. Kidera examine-a bronze statue of Italian patriot
Giuseppe Garibaldi prior to di Lorenzo’s appearance at a recent Garibaldi Sym-
. posium sponsored by the college’s Casa Italiana. The:consul general reatl comments’
prepared especially for the occasion by Italy’s Prime Minister G
Other speakers at the symposium commemorating the 100th anniversary of
Garibaldi’s death were Professor Raymond Grew of the Umversnty of Michigan-and
Professor Salvatore Saladino of Queens College, City University of New York.

Musicians Meeting Scheduled

to- the diocesan, Lrturgy

The first of a series of
regional meetings of pastoral
musicians of the diocese will
take place from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m., Monday, Nov. 29, at
St. Catherine of Siena
Church in Ithaca, it was
John

Office.
The pnrpose of

vices available to

‘and

the
rneetmg is.to. present to the
musicians -the various ser-
them:
sthrough the Liturgy Office
to discuss programs
being planned. Discussion

Fr. Louis }.
‘Hohman

By

The Open 'Wihdow .

| .The Matter
‘Of Private
Revelations

1 never cease to be
amazed by the numbers of
people who are totally
fascinated by miraculous
shrines and alleged ap
pearances' of Mary and the

business of the: -tabernacle
veil in Pennsylvama which
‘has apparently (if - you'H
pardon the expression) faded
out of sight. Mest: recently a
full page ad was placed in
our Rochester papers

. telative to'a shrine of Mary
-in Long Island which was
supposed to —have:-- been.
associated withmiraculous
events and at- Jeast' oOne
sappearance _of - the- Blessed
VirginMary: Large numbers
of people inquired abouf said
vision and shrine and'we had
it checked out, discovered
. that the Dloeese of Brookiyn-
had thoroughly imvestigated °
it ‘and. found it -.to be not

. worthy of dcceptarice as a>
place’ of devotiof.. Perhaps
 to say-it was fraudulent is to
speak (oo strongly buf the -
fact is, the everits. alleged to
have taken place there were
niot verifiable.

vanni Spadelini.

will be offered on the
parishes’ music programs. .

An additional feature will -
bea dtsplay of cusrent books
periodicals and music.
Anyone wishing further
information should contact
the Liturgy Office at (716)
328-3210.

- Which brmgs us into the-
whole question - of prtvate

_Saints'in various places. Not -
too long ago we had the -

Mary it would.be imprudent
and somethmg less than

humble toreject thém out.of

hand, But even. then. one

at the church; Father'Bto
- died: Aug. 26 1980 m

would *not be requrred to. - i

have devotton - that

parttcular appearanee

. TDe'otton to Mary goeh
- fardeeg 'r and s far more
beautrful than the ae

ceptance of a stmple
-he~

historical fact that
"appeared in a parti
. place. fei intefests, me-th

least in the major <hiines,

The new code plaees an emphasrs on “the basic nghtsof o ,
believers to be involved in the life of the church,” but does , Ed
not yet provide adequate institutions tofufill that hesatd X i

One of the standard cntletsms ‘of the old: code was that rt . , "ho
was 100 centralized; with everything centered:in Rome. v <. 4 . ?&_‘

While the new code has moved consrderably awayfrom | X bal
that, one of its probléms is that xt may be too btshop— 3
onented,”satd FatherGreen . _ 3 i g:"

the message is always the f":

same as the message of the ; ap

gospels: Repent . — reform !

your lives — the Kingdom -

of ‘God is at hand: When N RS

< that message is the I;eart of - -

‘an . appearance then the l Ny

message has an importance i ifi

far beyond the fact of . the ; wi

appearance. The searching : He

out of wonders and miracles ‘ © the

was something which Jesus y o

in His day. tended to deplore o“‘

not from the point of view of e

N ¥ or-may not ‘helping thpse who were-in "

“be._trite ‘or ‘verifiable; Bit  -Meed but.from the point of all
even if they are true and V'V of Igeopl_e seeking the is

- gven if- they are- verifiable ~ SPectacular and the unusial m

there is -no necessity for rather than the substance of wi

.anyt.meed excﬁp't the one who 'Hls teaching. : né

received them te accept . . in

them. C,,ﬂ'l',ljlﬂ“ ’ . of

Chrhi?1 ;; afritlle ,tl&a(tj we Dedication

Church has followed down > . |

through the.centuries and’ it SCheduled 2:;

is a proven one. We are not Wi

required to .accept a’ BIShOP Matthew H .Clark £0

revelation which was.made. ~ Will “preside -at . @ “Mass . pr

to a private individualand if  célebrating the feast OS”C Fist - ed

we have good reasons, |naﬂ the Klﬂg, ~and’ dCdlca[lﬂg a . ;s

humility, to reject -the <drillon in the .memory of o

- phenomenon or, snmply not  Father Michael Biondi, CSB, ’

deal with it, that is our - ‘1215 p:m..Siinday. Nov; 21 " .ge

privilege. fChl‘lSt the ng’Church -
. 0

Sometimes:as in the case ‘Fattier. BIO“dl ’ 'f‘é
of the major appearance of  Priest, wrasanasoe te F




