M]lestone
‘Seen for Laity

(PopeJothalllIisexpected'toksletienewCodeof .

Canon Law within a few months. It will replace the current
code, or general law governing Latin-rite Catholics, which

was issued in 1917. This is one in -a series of articles by -

National Catholic News Service to give an overview of the
neweodeandwhatltmllmmtoCathohe&) -

"By Jerry Filtun

“’IheEmersmslayman wasthenﬂeofabookandthe
toplcofmnumerablearnclesandspeechesmtheyeals
. following the Second Vatican Council.

Now- the new Code of Canon Law, meorporatmg into
:general church law the council’s reforms, is expected to be
" published this wmter by Pope John Paul II

The approachmg issuance of the new code is a convenient
milestone to mark the progress of the laity in the church in ~
the 20 years since Vatican II began. In the new code’s pages -

- are all the major legal landmarks of changed church thinking
and practice regarding the laity.

A first point of interest is that “The Emerging ‘l.ayman,” if

" written today, would probably have to be called “The

Emerging Layperson.” Virtually all forms of sexual

, tion between laymen and laywomen that existed

g . in'the old Code of Canon Law, whxchdatesfroml9l7are
: ehmmated in the new code

As Father Donald E. Heintschel, a canon law expert and
associate general secretary of the National Conference of
Cathplic Bishops-U.S. Catholic Conference summarized it,
“In.the code, sexist discrimination has been replaced by a
dlscnmmatlon based on ordination.”

- But the nature of discrimination based on ordmauon has
changed noticeably, too.

An important backdrop to the role of layperons in the new
code is what another canonist, Jesuit Father Ladislas Orsy of
Georgetown Umversny, called the restriction on “the
definition of cleric.” ,

Exemplifying that basic change was the action by Pope

Paui V1 in 1972 when he suppressed clerical tonsure and the

- clerical orders of porter, exorcist, lector, acolyte and sub-
A deacon, making ordination to the diaconate the point of
4 entry into the ranks of the clergy. Of those clerical orders
' - suppressed, Pope Paul estabished two, lector and acolyte, as
4 lay ministries. He also revitalized the order of deacon in its
E .own right, reinstituting the permanent diaconate and

. opening that ordained ministry to married men.

The more restrictive definition of a cleric, based on a
sounder theology of the role of ordained ministry and the
relation between - pastoral responsibility and juridical
authority in the church, was a legal breakthrough that
allowed: laypersons-to. do many things once restricted to-
priests, said Father Orsy.

Underlying that shift, said Father Heintschel, was a move
away from the more legalistic concept of jurisidictional
authonty in the old code to one of “the power of gover-
nance

theologically on Vatican II’s threefold characterization of
Christ as priest-(leader of worship and sanctifier), prophet
(proclaimer and teacher of the word)-and king (ruler vested’
with juridical power).”

Of course many of the changes in the new canon law code
that affect the laity have been gradually incorporated into
church practice in the years since Vatican I, so their in-
clusion in the new code is more a matter of integrating and
solidifying the changes rather than introducing real in-
novations.

Here are some of the things that are open to laymen and
laywomen in the new code which under the old code simply
did not exist or were restricted — in general practice if not
always strictly by law — to clergymen

parish council and the parish financial council; members of a
team ministry, headed. by a priest, that is in charge of the
pastoral carc of a parish; or administrators of pfiestless -
parishes under the leadership of a neighboring priest (who-is
the actual pastor). They may be consulted by the bishop,. if
_ circumstances warrant, inthe choweof anew pastor

* At the diocesan level, laypersons may be members of the
diocesan synod and its commissions, of the bishop’s financial
council and of the diocesan pastoral council. They may be
consulted in the selection of bishops. A layperson can serve

. isseen in a number of ways, amongthe;n
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" movement, it provides free

That concept in the new code, he said, is basedr
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# At the provincial and ‘regional levels, repmematwes of
women Religious are to participate, and other laypersons
maybeaskedtopenmpate,mprovmmalandreguoml
councils of bishops.
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not solely to mission areas), with permission: from the Holy
Seeabshepmayamntlaypemxstoadmmxsterbapnsm
orserveasofﬁclal
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'laypemmyteachmsemmarmandonponnﬁeal
faculuesandmaybehookeemsfmbnshopsb‘orthefrst
umethenghtoflaypersonstoreceweponuﬁealdeyees
official church mandates to teach thesacred saenees is

' spelledoutmgeneralchureh law. .

*In ' general; non-clerical rehgnous ord
organizations of the lay,apostolate have gteate'
than they did | under theoldcode. ' =

Such specnﬁes in the final draft ofthe newﬂcode"‘

s

noteapturetheunderlymgspmtof %eode Thatspmt

OFortheﬁrsttunethefundamemalequahtyofallthe
people of God by virtue of baptnsrmsspelled out. - .

OMsanelnphassonthepameatmpfallmembers
ofthechurchmltsmmonofspreadmgthe(iospel .

© There is a stress on the rights aswellastheduuesofthe
layperson, and on interpretation of the hierarchical
governance -of the church primarily in terms of pastoral
service rather than jurisdictional authority.

- ® The vocation of marriage and famlly hfe and the fun-
damental role of sgouses in “the building up of the people of
God™ are emphasuzed .

® Active lay roles and mnmstnesare reoogmzed andspelled

Waterloo — Birthright of"
Seneca County is offering 8>
training session from 7 to 8:30-

the old CCD room at St
Mary’s school here:
Telephone volunteers will be

Birthright is a completely
volunteer organization with
an offioe in Seneca Falls. The
“mission” work of the pro-life

pregnancy. -fests; -+counsels-
women with ~problem-
pregnam and is a “big ]
sister” to many throughout
pregancies and after. -

Besides telephone
volunteers, others are needed
to counsel persons with
problem pregnancles or to
take someone 'into their
homes. Further information is.
available from LaDonna
Truax, 519-80i3; Kathy.
Peters, 539-8006, or Dorothy
Polzmem, 568-9956. . All are.
in the 518 area code.

The annual Arts and Crafts |
Sale of St. Salome’s Womet's, .

.Club will be 9'a.m. to 4pm., ;- Wlth colormg bOOkS R ¥,
Saturday, Nov. 13, at the :

school hall, 4280 Culv
-Road Refreshmems wﬂl

* At the parish level, laypersons may be members of-the -

- Bonaventure U

Father of»seyen
_ father of six, ;
corporate safety director for
lIiastman K&dak Co. lgus,;n
ochester. He. prev
was public safet.y

for almost 20 years a
‘member . of - the: Federal
Bureau oﬂﬁveetmtwn.
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"_‘unm&hesaammsand

' old code and the new com& the't
~ education. - ;

: W the
expansion of lay roles in the.church-at on level, but they do.

<‘new eode by a

" SATURDAY, 'NOV. 20
9%AM¢,J;

for all the kids "~

eemer oﬁehu:eh hfe

One good example of’

In the oid code: the law p

elnomstsfeelthatthnwork- sfarfromover:: ; .
Therensnoeons:stentpnncnplethatelnbedmhed

theneweodetodxstmgmshbetweenmwrolesoﬁhehuy

andofﬂcesstnllresenredtothoeewhomordmed,
FatherHemtsehel

Hedescrmedthenewcodeashavmgmany grayarees"
because the church.i§7in a transitional period; going-from
govemaneeandeeclemsneelofﬁeeﬂntatenotyadeuﬂy

“If we g'et a new definition of eeclesxastml offiee, that in
turn will call for new reflection, new development, and

. further understandxng,” he said.

“Thats going to be a long debate, commented Father
Provost.
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