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Following is- exerpted from Pope John Paul Ill’
general audience March 10, 1982.

.The questrons of the call to an exclusive donation of
self to God in virginity and in celibacy thrusts its roots

deep in the Gospel soil of the theology of the body. To.
indicate the dimensions proper to it, one must bear in
mind Christ’s words about the “beginning” and also

what He said about the
resurrection of the body.

The observation: “When
they rise from the dead they
neither marry nor are given a
marriage ” indicates that there
is a condition of life without
marriage, in which man, male
and female, finds at the same

f donation and of the in-
tersubjective communiorr —of
persons, thanks ‘to the
glonﬁcatron of his entire psychosomatic bemg in the
eternal union with God.

When the call to continence “for the Kingdom of

‘Heaven” finds an echo in the human soul, in the

conditions of this temporal life, that is, in the con-
ditions in which persons usually “marry and are given
in marriage,” it is not difficult to perceive there a
particular sensitiveness of the human spirit, which
already in the conditions of the present temporal life
seems to anticipate what man will share in, in the
future resurrection.

However, Christ did not speak of this ‘problem, of
this particular vocation, in the immediate context of
his conversation with the Sadducees, when there was
reference to the resurrection of the body. Instead He
had already spoken of it previously i in the context of
His conversation with the Pharisees on marriage and
on the grounds of indissolubility, as if it were a con-

tinuation of that conversation. His concluding words -

 concern the so-called certificate of divorce permrtted
by Moses in some cases.

Christ says: “For your hardness of heart Moses
allowed you to- divorce your -wives, but from the

beginning ‘it was not 'so. And I say to you: whoever ‘
divorces his wife, except in the case of concubinage,

and marries another, commits adultery.”

Then the disciples who — as can be deduced from
the context — were listening attentively to.the con-
versation and particularly to the final words spoken by
Jesus, said to Him: “If such is the case of a man with
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receive the precept, but only those to whom:itis gtven.
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For there are. eunuchs who have\
and there. are euntich
by men, and there

about voluntary continence:for the K
Heaven. In saying this, He does not dr,
position in regard to what the dlsc1ples said, .nor* 'd’oes
He remain in the liné of their reasomng ‘Henc
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The qu&tlon of contmence for the “Km_g om of-
Heaven is not set in opposmon to mamage n
based on a negative judgment in regard- to-its:im-
portance. After all, Christ, speakmg prevrously about
the mdtssolubrhty of marriage, had referred to. the
“beginning,” that is, to the mystery of creatron,
thereby indicating the first and fundamental'sourcé of

" its value. Consequently, to reply to the disciples’-

questions or, rather, to clarify the problem placed by
.them, Christ refers to another principle.

Those who in life choose continence . “for the
Kingdom of Heaven” do so, not because “it is inex-
pedient to marry” or because of a supposed .negative
value of marriage, but in view of the particular value
connected with this choice and which must be
discovered and “welcomed personally as -one’s own
vocation.

For that reason Christ says, “He who is able- to
receive _this, let him receive it.” Immediately .
beforehand -however, He says: “Not all men- mrr
recerve this precept but only those to whom it rs
gwen D et
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As’ can be seen, Chnst in His' reply to the drscrples
_ problem, states-clearly a rule for the understandmg of
. His words. In: the Church’s doctrine thiere exists the .
conviction that these words do not expressa command
by which alt are bound, but a counsel which concerns

only some persons: those: precrsely who are able to - -

receive it. And those’ able “to receive it are those “to
whom it has been given.” . L
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reflection, and summarizes

the prayer of the people as assembly prayed silently and  the opening prayer becomes
we prepare t0 listen to the  their prayers were verbalized  the experience of a people
proclaimed Word of God. by their spokesperson; a  genuinely united in prayer.
The prayer “expresses” the  genge of reverence, as a  Separate . ne,gds are
theme of the celebration and people’ solemnly humbled  represented ' by separate
by the words of the priest 2 (hemselves before their God. individuals, these prayers are-

petition is addressed to God

the Father through the

- mediation of Christ in the
Holy Spirit. (General In-
struction, #32)

_Historically, this prayer
came .almost immediately

" after the greeting of the

people, The entrance
. procession “completed, the
p!:esrder ‘would greet the
people, then call them to
jprayers.(‘Let--us. pray’). A
B of srlem‘, would

o always joins the prajer | . . :TEEEOE:;:‘,SSE‘S
Ein ogether and offers it }75MainSt,
&2 'ough Jesus Christ our \Webster”

came together to pray, a
sense of equality, as the

The purpose was completed

- through the prayer and the

assent of +the people:
“Amen.” ’ .

This prayer, as well as all
of the proper of the Mass,
follow the same structured
development: there is. an

. address made to the Father

(at times this is extended
because of the celebration of
a particular. feast or event);
there is a petition made
(which is the center of the

-prayer itself); an’d then there

is the conclusron which

- the assembly, through Jesus

The core of our opemng'
prayer is meant to be general

sacramentary, Suridays-and
~major feasts have alternate
‘opening. prayers to: provide
optioris- for various -com-

" “glorified - bodies. Contmence for . the' ngdom of --

s it

" already said —

. stage of the “Kingdom of Heaven”) is- not drrectlyr—

*H%Wever, “there 5 an - ' &t
man’s state in._the resurrectron of the body and ;
voluntaryL choice: ‘of continence: for the Klngdomt
Heaven in_the-earthly life and in the htstorml state
man fallen- and redeemed o, :

The eschatologtcal absence of mam”age wtll
“state,” that is, the proper and fundamental mod'
existencé.of human beings; menzand -women; irictheif:

Heavén, as the fruit of ‘@' charismiatic.choice, s an’ -
exception in respect to-the other state, namely that

is:ig .:_’." - State jn‘Which man“from, Jthe beginning™ became and...
expedtént tomarry.” - . RN

‘Temains a parncrpant durmg the course. of his whole

_earthly existence.. -

Tt is very significant that Chnst does not drrectly
link His words on continence for the Kingdom  of .
Heaven with His foretelling of the “other world” in-
which “they will neither marry nor be given in
marriage.” His words, however, aré found — as we
_in the prolongation of the conversation
with the Pharisees- in which Jesus referred “to the
beginning,” indicating the insitution of marriage on the
part of the Creator, and: recalling its mdrssoluble

in Christ's words, with the highest recognition of the -
“historical” order of human exrstence relative to- the
souland bedy.

On the basis of the lmmedrate context of the words

" on continenee:for the ngdom of Heaven.in man's:

earthly life, .one. must se¢ in the vocation to-such
contrnence a kmd of exceptron to what is rather a
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antrcrpatron of the e eschatologrml lifé wrthout ‘marriag
and proper.to the “other. world” (that s, of -the-final
spoken of here by Christ.

It'is a questron indeed, . not - of eontmenee in the »
Krngdom of Heaven. bit of contmence‘ “for the
en,’ :

- character which;zin God's plan,. corresponds to. the .
- conjugal unity of man and.woman. .

The counsel and therefore, the chansmatrc chonce
- of continence for the Kingdom of Heavén are linked,
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struction, #23).- Done with

dignity and -sufficient time,

summarized by the presider

and offered, in the name of.

GREECE

andin the Holy Splnt.

In our present Titurgy, we .
conclude the mtroductory
ritt and now .begin the
Liturgy of the Word. Ouf -4
hearts and. minds should
now be. reflective and"

prepared to experience the

presenceof ourGod. - -
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