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Bishops

Bishop Matthew H. Clark
and Episcopal Bishop Robert
Spear last ‘week called on the
Rochester religious com-

munity to boycott the new
Stouffer hotel. as part of the -

ongoing boycott of Nestle
products. Stouffer Corp. is a
>wholly owned subsidiary of
. the Nestle Co. of Switzerland.

~The boycott seeks to
Dressure the Nestle Corp. to

comply in substance and spirit

- with World Health
Organization (WHOYUNIC-
EF Code of marke[mg breast-
milk substitutes,” Blshop
Spears said at a press con-
ference. announcing the
Stouffer boycott. “A careful
scrutiny of these guidelines
still  shows ambiguity of
language and discrepancies
between Nestle's policies and
the WHO code.™ he said.

The retiring bishop of the
Episcopal diocese cited a
-statement of Dr. Steven C.
Joseph of the American
Public Health Association.
made in May 1981: “The best
" available estimates ascribe up
1o one million of infant deaths
to- diarrhea and under-
nutrition
artificial formula feeding.”

The bishop said the boycou
continues because ' “the
corporation’s policy can be
s€én as a SCI‘IOUS al(empl on
the lives of those who cannol
defend themselves. What we

~ask of Nestle is that- they
comply with a cede which was
voted by 118 nations.

Until they do so we call on
organizations and comsiiunity

groups 1o join the members of -

the Rochester INFACT
coalition in refusing 10 use
Stouffer’s hotel for meetings
and other functions. We call
on individuals to refrain from
- using the hote! facilities. We
also ask organizations and
individuals to recommit
themselves to the total

boycott of Nestle's {products * ~

and facilities. to advise by
letter the Nestle Corporation
of your actions, and to pray
“that this deadly assault on
childrep might soon some to
anend.” - -
INFACT is a national
-organization seeking to ensure
Nestle compliance with the
WHO/UNICEF code.

Bishop Clark at the press
conference emphasized his
support for the -position
~ outlined by Bishop Spears and

furthered the appeal to the
" religious community.
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~Life is the gift of God to all
persons. and when Nestle
promotes a product which
directly impacts on this right.
and when it involves-small
children whose voices cannot
be raised: it become im-
perative that others raise their
voices. It is precisely for this
reason that we speak today as
religious leaders in IhIS
community.

“There is - irrefutable
evidence.” he said. “as recent
as two weeks ago, that Nestle
continues 1o violate the
WH_O/leCEF code.

&hereforewgammotmg Zheir <

without full.
the health

products
recognition of

hazards  they create. Babies -

get sick and die because these
products are used.”

Addressing the economic
quéstion,, Bishop Clark also

_ said:

“We are well aware that it

-is not only difficult but un-’

popular to fight an action that
promises to bring to a city

aiready hard-hit by unem--

ployment temporary jobs that
will be created during the
extensive restoration of the
hotel and the permanent jobs
once the hotel is operational.
“The moral — balance.
however, is critical and the
positive aspects. of local
employment can be canceled
“out if the life of one infant is
lost due to Nestle's fallure to’

- variety of - groyps.

. ftomperihe - Genesee, V;ql,te -
~PresBytery. {hes staté syviod F‘ﬁ%m

adhere strictly to the code. To
some the link may appear to
be a thin one, but it is real and
must be addressed on a moral
level.”

While he said . that
appeal was aimed primarily at
the Teligious community. he
also said-that he hoped civil
‘leaders would study the jssue
and form their consciences on
lhe'r'igh'tness of the boycott.

The boycott has already -

gamered the support 6f a. w1de
ranging -

the Turtheran Church. the :
Monroe Association of the’
American - Bapust Churches.
Genesece . Ecumenical
Ministries and the ‘Genesee’ -

Valley Association of the.

the :

code. _
She said the bishop told her.

“It is nice to know that

students are. involved in

> current events; and it's nice to

know that people are Cow
cerned”” with -guestions
seemingly sp removed from
their danly acnvmes S

- It “was:a_ mce -cofi-
versauon. shh said:
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have. beeit
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Erika, was’ 'acuve m
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The dmc&san *lmemau’ nal N
ACETTC

J usuce and

United Church of Christ to;. promoter of

such groups as the’ pans_h

council of St. Joseph's Church - -

in Penfield. .

In-asside issue. Bishop C larlj( ‘
singled out young people for-
theirsupport of the boycott.

He told Sharon Casl;r. a
10th-grader at _Pittsford’s
Sutherland High to thank her

friends for signing petitions to

Nestle.

Miss Casler had learned of
the press conference and had -

attended with nearly 60
signatures on a petition that
Nestle comply wntty' the

Young people from across the-diocese take a*“seveitlldnnmg stretch”'dut” § ’%“?,1

Day activities recently at g’onrqe Commgmgy 201! f” A

: dlocesan Catholic Youth:

drew more than 250 youths.

. event, sponsored’ by, the -
Cess ,mOfﬁce of ‘ Youth Mmlsn:y, .
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In addmon the -com- -
« ‘Vevey, Swntmland

- mission listed a number. of .
actions open to diocesans to
further the boycott. In-
cluded on that list are:

Nestle Corp. (attn. o
David Guerrant, president)
" 00 Bloommgton,Road
o Advise orgamzatlons 10 White Plams, N.Y. 10605
which you belong-that you
cannot attend events held at .
the Stouffer - hotel. -En- 29800 Bainbridge. Road ..

courage these groups to Solon, Ohio .
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