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Rome Priests 
is obligatory in liturgical 
celebrations, in the ad
minis t ra t ion of the 
sacraments, in the exercise of 
preaching," said the letter. 
"It is heartily recommended 
in the ambit of one's pastoral 
ministry." 

Continued from Page 1 
Cardinal Polettfs letter 

makes the cassock or 
religious habit obligatory for 
liturgical and sacramental 
functions. 

"Cassock or religious habit 

Pape's Letter 
Continued from Page 1 

character of sign, which distinguishes him from the secular 
environment and brings to light the escatological end of 
the religious life. The garb, therefore, is useful to the ends 
of evangelization and leads to reflection on the reality 
which we represent in the world, and the primacy of the 
spiritual values which we affirm in the existence of man. 
Through this sign, it becomes easier for others to arrive at 
the mystery, of which we are bearers, of him to whom we 
belong and whom we want to announce with all our 
being. 

I do not ignore the motivations of a historical, en
vironmental, psychological or social order which can be 
proposed to the contrary. I.could nevertheless say that 
motivations of an equal nature exist in its favor. I must 
however point out above all that contrary reasons or 
claims, confronted objectively and serenely with a religious 
sense and with the expectations of the majority of the 
people of God. and with the positive fruit of the 
courageous witness also of the garb, appear more of a 
purely human character than ecclesiological. 

In the modern secular city where the sense of the sacred 
is so frighteningly weakened, the people also need these 
calls to God, which cannot be hidden without a certain 
impoverishment of our priestly service. 

On the strength of these considerations, I feel the duty, 
as bishop of Rome, to address myself to you. Lord Car
dinal, who most closely shares my cares and concerns in 
the governance of my diocese, in order that, in accord 
with the Sacred Congregations for Clergy, for Religious 
and.secular institutes, and for Catholic education, you may 
wish to study opportune initiatives destined to favor the 
use of clerical and religious garb, promulgating in this 
regard the necessary orders and taking care of their ap
plication. 

In invoking on you. Lord Cardinal, and on the entire 
Diocese of Rome the omnipotent assistance of the Lord 
through the intercession of the most Blessed Virgin "salus 
populi Rornani," I impart from the heart my apostolic 
blessing. 

Political Advertisement 

Clerical dress is also 
required for seminarians once 
they have been admitted, to 
candidacy to the priesthood 
or to their first religious 
profession. 

Seminarians from many 
countries study in Rome and 
most wear secular dress. 

Cardinal Poletti com
mented in his letter on why 
the pope directed his 
comments on clerical 
clothing to the Diocese of 
Rome rather than to the 
entire world. 

^ ^ g l j t j c a ^ d j g r t i g g n i e n ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The pope "feels the duty 
to address himself, as bishop 
of Rome, first of all to the 
closest sons and brothers, 
directly involved with him in 
a- mission of evangelization 
which is nourished and 
expressed in love,™ said the 
cardinal. 

Cardinal Poletti said that 
the specific norms which he 
promulgated for the clergy of, 
Rome had been approved 
and authorized by the pope 
in a meeting with the Rome 

vicar on Sept. 27. 

The current Code *>f 
Canon Law .(Canon 136) 
prescribes that "all clerics are 
bound to wear a becoming 
clerical garb, according to the 
legitimate local customs and 
.the regulations of the Or-. 
dinary>- ' "• *: 

Pope John PaiilJ H %is 
spoken out several" times ori 
the importance of distinctive 
dress for-priests and religious 
as a sign of their con
secration to spiritual values. 
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ELECT JUDGE BARRY 
TO 

COUNTY COURT 
VOTE REPUBLICAN — RIGHT TO LlfE 

PAID FOR B V COMMITTEE TO ELECT 
DAVID MICHAEL BARRY, BARBARA HARNDEN 

"I know my husband better than 
anyone. He i& string; decisive and 
sensitive to the problems of our 
community. I trust him — I bl^l^ve in = 

Jeannie Barry 

• Trial judge, presiding over more than 
12,000 cases. 

• Lawyer, general practice 6 years. 
• Former Assistant District Attorney 

throughout towns in Monroe 
County. 
Vice President, Monroe County 
Magistrates Association. 

• Graduate of Bishop Kearney. 
• Graduate of Niagara University. 
• Graduate of Delaware Law of 

Wldener College. 
• "Family* uiarrfecf:11 years,-3 children: 
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Corbett 
A FAMILY MAN, JUDGE CORBETT IS 

THE FATHER OF TEENAGE DAUGHTERS. 
HE IS A GRADUATE OF AQUINAS; 
NOTRE DAME AND ALBANY LAW 

SCHOOL JUDGE CORBETT HAS BEEM 
RATED SUPERIOR BY THE MONROE 

COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION. 

JUDGE CORBETT WILL WORK HARD 
TO MAKE JUSTICE WORK FOR YOU, 

VaU ftr »y (MIMM for Otrkttt 


