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; ,,alid EVery one’ of usis called toa.
hfe of ove ,of th Lord and : service among his people.
ThlS ha"ll the.Go aneesxout ‘of our Baptism
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: A ction. tlleooneept of vocatlon, perhaps we
could begm y considering the call of the first dlsc1ples
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of J esus I8 descnbed mthe Gospelof John: -

%t day John was standmg there~aggnn wrth
dlsmplw *when:he -saw’ Jesus walking by.

& said: The:two- dxscxples
hear'd h:mzsay -this and weht-with:Jesus: Jesus turned,
saw’ thepi: following him, and’ asked, “What are you
looking, for?"” They-‘answered, *“Where d/a you live,
e answered. So-they went
with hlm dnd:saw whete he- hved and spent the rest of

for us the major mgredrents of- vocatlon.

Vocatxon, from the Latm voco  (call) is, as it was in’
the Goapel story, a cillzextended. to an individualto
follow the Lord. This call cari come in a wide variety of
ways, -but’ it .always: - -involves: leavmg “behind - or

How do we receive the call" We tend to thmk that

fJohn -aind Andrew and Simon were lucky, for they had
“the chance to know Jesus concrétely asa human. being. .
-1f :‘we 1ook at the Gospel story closely, however, we

realize that it holds.an important-lesson for us::It was.
Johni. who noticed Jesus,and pointed him out to his .
disciples.  th experlenr:e ‘and;:witness of one:

, ie.t0 . Jesus. We must
understand;‘then, that the call to follow the Lord is.a
very ' human experience and adventure which comes-to-
us’ “through - the -words and iences of -human
. The call: came through John to Andrew, who
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passed it on to Simon, who himself went to meet Jesus.
* . The: same is true ‘today: most: often the’ call to follow - -

the Lord copiés ‘thiough people who are mllmg to
share whatthey haveseenand heard. . .

A vocatlon is very persoaal, but it is rootedwnthma
community:. As'Mark Scannell, OP, says in his article ',
“Vocation; Call to Follow.the- Lord," “A vocation 1s
not something I receive or live-out-in.a ‘God and me’
relationship; rather, it isreceived and lived with others. :
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The story ‘of: the eall of the first drscxples pomts out
still another- significant- elemnent of a call .to. follow
Jesus. In the Gospel story  Jesus ‘says, “Come and

_»see.” This highlights.the fact that spending time with -
*. the Lord is7an important factor-inz -any.vocation. We

-.yauist move* froin learning .about - the Lo
others to learning to know him personall ‘otirselves.

Lord through -

For lus to happen we must have time with the Lord,
sak ‘to-him and to listen. In prayer a rélationship

grows ‘between the Lord and myself . . . a relationship

‘based onmy own experience of the Lord and not solely

on- the witness of others. In prayer we not only
discover the aniqueness of our. relationship ‘with the
Lord, but . also the unique call each of us has —

mvxtatlonto makehimlnownina way that no one else

can:“Only in prayer can we get in touch with our
‘vocation; only in prayer can we find the vision and
‘courage to be falthful in hvmg our vocation day by

day. -

A vocation i 1s, then, a call from the Lord to enter into
relatlonslup with hlm to follow the Lord and to invite

others to follow him; it is a call which comes to us
through the words and actions of human beings. This
call continues to be heard and spoken in the words of
Scripture, in our sharing of bread and wine, in
reconciliation experienced. The call is also heard and

" spoken in the needs of the poor, in efforts for justice

and peace, in our love for one another. Let us continue’

: to listen; let us be generous in our response.

If you are at that Juncture in your life where you are

searching for what vecation the Lord is inviting you to
. if you are considering questions of religious life,

pnesthood, marriage, or single life ... if you desire
more information or help in moving toward a decision,
the Diocesan Vocation Team would be happy to help
you. Please contact us at the Diocesan Vocation Office
at 328-3210 .

Let us remember that together we are a called
people, a people of vocation, trying to call and recall
others. Let us pray for one another and let us live our
vocations with enthusiasm. -

| we invite you to

who have also been called My vocation to follow thie ; -_, ->

Lord involves the ¢ expenences of others who are. willing "
to share thh ‘me their ¢ and what that means to -
" My vocation:is‘influenced by-their witnessing:
ey-have seen, s Andrew’s rested upon John,
er's:rested upon-Andrew. Vocation is, in'a real
agsingon.of life, the creating of new life; that
't 1magery of reblrth through Baptxsm is very
appropnate .
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