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Teachers’ Conference

More than 800 drocesan elementary school teachers
and administrators from the Monroe County area

attended the conference last Thursday, Sept. 23, at

Bishop Kearney High School. Guest speaker at the
session was Dr. Zacharie Clements, left, Professor of

Education at the University of Vermont. The next day, -

on Friday, Sept. 24, another conference was held in
Waterloo for the teachers of the Flnger Lakes and
iSouthern Trer areas.

Photos by Terrance J. Brennan
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Vatican Aid B
To WW.1I Jews
Documented

By Jerry Filteau
* NC News Service

Despite fears of direct Nazi reprisals, Pope Pius XIi-and
his aides made numerous, sometimes successful efforts to -
save thousands of Jews from extermination during World
: War II, an 1i-volume documentary
history from the Vatmns archrvcs
shows. - . -

When Pope John Paul II agreed
recently to meet with Palestinian
guerrilla leader Yasser Arafat, leading
-enemy of Israel, an unnamed high .

Israeli government official made a
widely publicized claim that the Catholic Church did nothing
- to save Jews from the Holocaust, the Nazi extermination of
an estimated 6 million Jews during World War I1.

The Vatican called that claim “an outrage to truth” that is
contradicted by the public record of Vatmn activity during

The record does not deﬁnitively answer, but gives strong
clues to the answers to such questions as: Could Pius XII
" have saved more Jews by speaking out publicly? Conversely,
would any public statement have so enraged Hitler that it
would have hampered existing efforts on behalf of the Jews,
and brought harsher persecution down on the Church as

Ina 1973 book on the Vatican during World War H,
British historian Anthony Rhodes quoted Albrecht von
Kessel, counselor to the German ambassador to the Holy See
during the war, as saying: “We knew that a violent protest by -
the pope against the persecurtion of the Jews would have
certainly put the pope in great personal danger, and would
not have saved the life of a single Jew. Like a trapped beast,
Hitler would have reacted to any provomtron with-extreme

Fhat fear was borne out by the Catholic experienée in the

Netherlands, where Catholic and Reformed Church leaders
were warned by German occupiers not to speak out against
the deportation of Dutch. Jews, or members of their -
Churches who were of Jewish origin ‘would no longer be
protected. The Catholic bishops spoke out anyway in 1942 -
and 1943, and Jews who were baptized ‘Catholics began tobe
deported.

In 1964, Cardinal Egidio Vagnozzi, a longtime Vatmn

diplomat who was then apostolic. delegate in the United
States said that for two years during the war he always hada
packed suitcase ready in his, Vatican apartment because the

papal secretariat of state had ordered Vatican officials to be

prepared for deportanon to Germany at a:moment’s notrce

“The holy father had to judge aeeordmg to the circum- -

stances,” Cardinal Vagnozzi said, and if ‘he spoke out against
Hitler’s extermination campaign, he “was risking. the safety
ofthoseJewswhohadsnllmpecL Atthetrmeallthe
bur!drngs of the Holy See in Rome were full of - Jewrsh

‘In 19_72, an American Jesuit historian, Father, Robert

Graham — one of a team of scholars called on Pope Paul VI
to study and’ publish the Vatican archival record of its
diplomatic activity in World War II — wrote that as early as
1941 the Vatican had-evidence supporting a belief that Hrtler
planned to occupy the Vatican and expel the pope

Father Graham, whose 15 years of work on the 11-volume
“Acts and Documents of the. Holy See Regarding World War
II” makes him a leading expert on.the question, has outlined

. a wide range of .interventions by the Holy See and its.

representatives to save Jewish lives, prevent their internment

* in concentration camps, seck- knowledge about the fate of

- those interned or deported, and get permmron to assist those
imprisoned.

Among sucmful efforts were the protectron of thousands -
‘of Jews in Italy and in Hungary.. Many other Church efforts
failed, asinterventions by Vatwan diplomats were rejected or
rgnored by the Nazis. ~ .

But the “failures and lack. of success take away nothing
from the merit of the good .intentions,” Father Graham

" wroteina‘1980 artrcle -

He said that the Vatican documentatlon also showed a
- “high degree of coordination and mutual understanding” be-

“tween the. Vatican and Jewrsh orgamzatrons durmg the V(ar
rn efforts to saveJews
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tendqd a ‘Workshop.- on
Rehabilitation Sept. 15 at St..
James

Sponsowd by the hosplta
services a

-departments, the workshop

was held in conjunction.with
National. -

the observance. .of
RehabrhtatrorfWeek o

“The, lecturers; were Edith”
: lzwton-Atkrnsf“ a _ professor
Institute. of,,

of the’

Homell - Nlnew hcal;h'
. care - pérsonnel and~

‘ 25
" community . memhers

Mercy Hespital’ s .
__Lincoln Annex.

therapy

Rehabilitation -Medicine in ;€

Trickey-Rokenbrod, head -of

the St. James oocupatronal
e.“

therapy department.

The morning session. was .

for health care prof&sronals

and the handicapped and
* their families were invited:to

pamcrpate in the aftemoon
.session. ‘

200 Help St.-Jar
Start School Ye'

- Waverly — More than 200
people attended the annual
St. James School covered
dish supper Sept. 16 to kick
off the school year activities.

Sister Anne Michelle
McGill was the speaker for

- the evening. She gave a

présentation on the - - $eX

education program .used m,

the schools, “Educauon in

- Love.”

"A. short business meetrng
followed, and an election. of

. ‘officers took place. Colleen

clected president,

T "of the "Home  School

- stripes Sept.

Association; Judy Smith, vice
president; Sandy Fraley,
secretary; Sondra Casterline,

. treasurer, and Sharon Lynch,_ ‘

public relations.

Nurses Earn-

Hornell — Senior and
junior students in' the St.-
James Mercy Hospital Schoo! -
of Mursing were awarded -
19 at St
Ignatius Loyela Church.

The Arthur R.- Forman
Memorial Merit Scholarship -
Award and, the Hazel -

« Student:; “Ww

Stewart - Award were .
presented.
Recervrng the Forman:

 award was  Beatrice Rah-

Infertility to Be -

Subject of Meeting

. According to Resolve for
Rochester, infertility affects
at least 10 million people in
the United. States. Testing
can be.
organization says, because
often the man and woman
are treated by different
doctors inseparate buﬂdrngs

~ To offer an altemative
Resolve will sponsor a
discussion at its nexi_meeting
when staff members of Mid-
New Yotk Fettahty will
present “A. Couple-Centered
Approach to Infertility,”
from 1 to.4 p.m., Saturday,
- Oct. -9, at Salen United.
Church of Christ, 230

confusing, the’

Franklin St. The meeting is
free and open to the public.

Infertility is defined as the

inability to conceive a preg:
nancy after a year or more
of active sexual
without contraception, or the
inability to carry a-pregnancy
to a live birth. Seeking

proper medical help is vrtal,
says Resolve, as treatment
leads to ‘oneor more preg-
Jﬂr:ncres about 50 percent of

More informatjgn about
Resolve for - Rochester or
about ‘its meeting. Oct. 9 is

relations -

available from Aggie at 271- 3

1506, or Jan:at 6714!10

mlow of  Canisteo. The
award of $100. goes. to 'a

student. “who:has displayed a -

dedication- to the. professlon

for ‘which sheis tramm”g an&
who has oonductedi

18, the-Upstairs
a436~0680 or
“parish offroe,

for’ “energy- .‘conservation
pro;ectsrm ‘the séhoo}

Several: fundxarsers were
‘scheduled,” There will be a

» harvést:* fesmiiit ‘Sépt. .25, a

chicken barbecue. Oct. 2, and
. hot dog lufiches .at the
school. The annual magazine
salebeganSept.“lZ ‘

The fifth-- annual “Valley
Chnstmas  Show wrllLbe Nov.
& Ingersoll

“at |
Rand Hall i m A‘Tiéns.
The»schools ﬁrst Grand

-the best mterest of the
poien.”

Margarc& "Gray of Hornell
-received -the; Stewart award.

- The $100 ward. goegeto a

strated-._dedica
- pursuit of a-ca

and has-.
alhhtyr

e A

Sn{ nioRs -were promoted
to the " senior level -and- 16
fmm“s:wm;‘\
the junios level:.
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