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Following is the text of Pope John Paul's recent. 
tetter^n th^ sabjert ^ tiii(^ar^af. > 

It swiKCkiiWiof yjaa to infofrm me of the second 
session of the International Seminar on the World 
Implications of ^Nuclear Gbnflict, which will, be 
h^iJft^^^:26lh;;W.the'^fid^^f' August at the 
International Renter for Scientific Culture in Ei-jce,, 

of which you are director. 

vWfiile thanking you for this 
thoughtful gesture, I wish to 

I extend my respectful greetings 
to all the illustrious- scientists 

|^8i|:'other- experts who-̂ wjH 
l^lhel iltereHd -Stucly,. one. of 

" -mc^t j&xMsl arid 
disquieting issues for people 

fg|^lh^^:thaTfrilifeirf^i|5 
.. "^ "r.'"'... j i l ^^c r^wj^ 'wi th 
. ^ ^ s p j m i 5 ^ ^ . ; ,;_ :"-:v — 

••-. • •. -v--. • :" '*i?-'' r-V"- .'s.'-- "'•' . . '• v 
. It isnot forme to go into the t^hnical aspects,of 
the subjects on (rte ageing }fcf^ 
aspect however is closely linked with my pastbral 

- mission and is a matter of d«p concern. RefJeetioil 
on the possibility anii cô hseguertces of a nuclear, war 
means considering the very survival of mankind and 
the Jate jrf^the heritage accumulated down the 
centuries by+uman civilization: ' / 

This is adisturbingly radical issue on which I have 
felt ittriyuduty!to speal̂ forcefuliy iri[defenseof man 
and civiliation: I have done so before international̂  
institutions such. as the United .Nations (Oct. .2, 
19m.and UNESCO (June 2t 1980), during my 
apostolic journeys, especially at Hiroshima (Feb. 25. 
W&lWarid Coventry (May- 3<t 1982), and in various 
addresses to national authorities and those in 
posltfohs ;of. i^pipttpiHty jij the: scientific com-
munttyĈ  I liayeialsb seiit dffegatos' composed of 
members of tHfcP^nHftc^ jiAcAdfemy of Sciences tof 
the capitafe;"ofCsSome countries5 In.possession 6f: 
nuclear weapons,-to m'akê KnowjhTfieTF&ffltsrof;a 
study on the catastrophic effects of a/nuclear 
conflict, 

- « 

On all these occasions I spoke on behalf of the 
conscience of millions, and in keeping with my 
ministry. I called for a halt to the arms race, 
especially in <nuclear weapons, so as to prepare for 
real progress toward disarmament and peace3. > 

Scientists and people involved in- the technological 
application of scientific discoveries have a particular 
role to play in this matter. In view ojf their special 
responsibility I make bold to address this message to 
all the^ illustrious personalities participating in the 
seminar. 

You, the participants, are in a better position than . 
others to gauge-the apocalyptic effects of a nuclear 
war: in particular, the unheard-of sufferings and the 
tremendous destruction of human lives and works of 
civilization. You can more easily ascertain that the 
logic of nuclear .dissuasion cannot be considered a 
final goal or an appropriate and secure means for 
safeguarding international peace. 

The balance of nuclear weapons is a balance.of 
terror. It has already used up too many of mankind's 
resources for death-dealing works and instruments. 
And it is continuing to absorb immense intellectual 
and physical energies, directing scientific research 
away from the promotion of the most authentic 
human values -and toward' the production of 
destructive devices. 

In this way science itself is degraded and is in a 
sense emptied of its deepest meaning: the discovery 
of the universal and immutable laws that govern 
nature, so as to offer man a dominion (cf. Gn. .1:28) 
consisting in conscious docile adherence of the loving 
purposes that the" Creator entrusted to nature from 
the beginning. 

Science and religion are by no means in conflict. 
They are both involved in bringing about God's 
plans, for man. For his part, man has the awesome 
responsibility of making decisions either in harmony 
or in contrast with those plans and thus creating a 
culture either of love oMiatred. 

For this reason, the church, aware of the 
promptings to evil that can lure the human heart, 
proelaimslthe trfith pf 35hrist, the redeemer of man,' 
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who has sown the seed of an authentic civilization of 
love, granting to those who believe in him the 
courage to be brothers and sisters to all who are 
children of the same Father in heaven and bestowing 
the grace that transforms the human heart, making 
it docile to God's teaching (cf. Jn. 6:45)/ 

I make a heartfelt appeal to you scientists, to 
your commitment, your prestige, your conscience, so 
that by throwing light on the senseless and 
catastrophic effects of war you may foster a culture 
— the only culture worthy of man — based on the 
perennia} values of truth and love. Upon the work of 
-your seminar I invoke the light and encouragement 
of the most high God. 

^HLEYS 
Enjoy Yourselves 
Senior Citizens! 

You Deserve 
A Break! 

THE SHERATON is offering a 
10% DISCOUNT on breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, serving from 6 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

any time, any menu. 
(Offer not good on specials, holiday promotions 

or dinner books) 
There are always daily luncheon and 

nightly dinner specials and a delicious 
Friday Fish Fry Special including fish, 

cole slaw, fries, rolls, beverage and 
desert for only 

* HAVE FUN! RELAX! 
SEE YOU AT THE SHERATON! 

*. Sheraton bin- ^ COMPLETE 
Rochester Airport (§) BANQUET FACILITIES 

, SHERATON HOTELS 1 INNS. WORLDWIDE ALSO AVAILABLE 
FOR 15-225 PEOPLE 

1100 BROOKS AVENUE 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 71S/23MO0 
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PRINCIPLES, YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 
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