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Not So Odd
“lncredlbie" is how one gubematonal candndate

sized up Edward Koch’s public statement that it’s all : B
right if an innocent person were vnct:mlzed by the

To many cnmmals death is prefemble to llfe lm-
. pmonment.
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[he;day. - SR - some reflection, it is not so incredible that a candldatc

L [ Thest . days ". i be'“‘ a“m”d in s“‘“” and for governor of New York State shoukl be merely

Liturgy ; ; Perhaps the blbhcal quacnon should be rephrased voicing what many feel in their hearts. Indeed, can- | A

S as: , didate Koch may have made political hay; he may be |

oIS are ’ properly gauging the desire for vengeance that lies at b

ss at the .- Death, where is thy deterrenee" the base 'of the popularityof capital punishment. T

te, 225 And durmg this penod when wpltal pumshment; :

Esomms - seems about to come back init6 vogue-in this ‘country And:perhaps it is high time that those in favor of . Itis becoming mcrwsmgly clear that the deterrent | 3

e (though the trend is the opposite in other Western capital punishment should admit frankly that the-- . argument is a coverup for the real motive of - 2
| nations), it, maybe tjme tp makga tru_thful admission. _ deterrent factor is not pivotal. What'is at issie is a . revenge. £

‘more human passion — the desire for _blood
vengeance. Perhaps the debate over the death penalty
will be made more fruitful :f we all put our w.rds'
openly om the table : - .
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" Furthermore, in a society that accepts abortion as
a birth control measure, how much can an innocent
life matter?
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(including a diocesan
representative) which will
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The layout on Page 6. of
your, Aug. 25 edition.is-a good

- example” of . a . continuing._

- coficern about editorial policy
‘for._ a * diocesan -Catholic

. newspaper The lead article:- -
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Normally, any lpader
receives criticism but 1
discover that people truly

appreciate their parish priest,

his celebrations and homilies,
home and
hospital visits.

. Today, especially, people
wish to participate in their
faith: I've-never offered daily
Mass alone and parishioners
are willing to take on weekday
work and weekend ministries.

Ii our parish of 800
families, some of my greatest

joys are: - classroom visits, -

family dinners (24) and
blessing homes of new families

'(650) in eight years.

.With some effort, prayer
and determination, 1 find the

life .of a pastor today very

happy and fruitful.

We appreciate ‘Father .

Cuddy’s concern for -parish
priests and our headaches but

please realize our blessings are '

a hundredfold.

P Father Elmer Schmidt -

St. Margaret Mary
Apalacllln, N.Y~ 13732

- ‘Loyal DlSSCl’lt
Quastloned

Many"of us are’ grawefuf for’
lhe glﬁ*of the “fw of God”

 and the pains..of hell® for
. ourselves.and others. Weneed
holiness in the -

" Exemplary -
" ;practice-of Catholic faith by
prmts and:nuns.. However,

we.are oomlnuouﬁy,soourged -

- :by.. ,the -many = oufrageous.
ionalizgtions and rejections

ol

- {sickening) " days

over. God’s will, which is
explicitly through His Church
magisterium.

The feast of Our Blessed
Mother’s” assumption  into
heaven should be an especially

- joyous day. However, it was

one of those more outrageous
in" which
rejection of faith in the
Catholic Church is demon-
strated on-the altar, during the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass:
the homily was delivered by
the parish’s pastoral assistant
(lady).

Bishop Matthew H. Clark’s
pastoral letter “Fire in the
Thornbush”  supports the
Church maglstenum .only -

ordained persons should'

preach the homily(66). Blindly
or hypocritically, the response

to petitions which followed -

the homily was “fo do God’s
will.” -

Is God no longer offended
when the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass is a frequent {(sometimes
daily) means by which to
demonstrate rejection of faith
in Our Lord as the invisible
head-of His Church? Is Our
Almighty God no lohger to be
feared; no longer the Author
of just anger which Jesus
. demonstrated?

'Joseph J./Mim'ay ,

38 Wyndover Road
- Rochester, N.Y. 14616

Tpens Need
Guldance
Edltor

The Monroe- County

Health Department receatly

released  statistics showing
that teenage pregnancy has
-again increased. “We haven't
.made a dent in it” was the
mponsgof Barry Gruber who

managaaprogramtoredme-

-of self-control.

live in remains the same. The

“teenager today lives in an
environment that contains a
greater amount of sexual
content and permissivé at-
titudes than the teenager of
the past was ever exposed to.
Movm, TV, ads, . popular
Magazines, . and songs all
influence a young person’s
attitude sex. The
kind of sexuality that is most
often conveyed is one that is
divorced from values such as-
love, commitment, respon-
sibility and morality.  How
many TV shows, movies and
songs portray sex in. the
context of marriage? How
often is the value of chastity
extolled?”

Along with this ‘greater
emphasis on sex in the
teenagers’ environment there
is less and less said by parent,
by churches, and by schools
on the dignity of sex, the
value of waiting until
marriage and the importance
Qur clergy
should not be afraid to speak
in the pulpit on the morality
of sex and the value of
chastity. Parents nced to
-instill in their children-a’sense
of respect for their bodies and
a sense of modesty in dress
and behavior. Schools need to

‘reinforce these .values or at

least not undermine them by
such questionable techniques
as “values clarification.”

1 bélieve teenagers need
solid moral guidance and.

-absolutes when it comes to.

right and wrong. They need to
hear about some of the
traditional values that really
did help build character and
tesponsible behavior. Not
only do teenagers need this, 1
believe they dsperately ‘want
it.

. Ray-ond N. Buonemani -
38 Holcraft Road
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