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to a program initiated the year before, concerned the

prevention and treatment of tuberculosis. Two others were T

_general health classes, one incorporated into the children’s
~ program on certain days, and the other given as a class for

adults. In the case of the children, this often involved such

basic activities as washing hands and brushing teeth.
The other major aspect of health care that the mission

clealt with was a dispensary, set up the year before as a place *

where the people of Tamulite could come for medicines and
medical attention, and now run by SlsterRmalva, one of the
Mcxican nuns who works year-round in Tamulte.

Mary Elizabeth found much work to be done there. It
seemed that whenever she was not eating, sleeping, or
running a class, she was in the dispensary. At the dispensary
many of us were able tq see some of the pain and suffering
that is actually hidden behind the happiness and good will
that flow from these hardworking people.

On two occasions chlldren were brought in 'who were on
the verge of death from starvation. In the case of young
Manuel, he had been dying in a hammock for two months,
too weak to move. Lourdes said of him, “I didn’t think he

. Valerie Smrth demonstrates lnndwaslung for one of the
. Tamulte children. The site was tlle.lmssronams
laundry facrllty
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release of prisoners of conscrenoe, and to oppose the death
penalty and torture, cruel, inhuman or otherwise degrading .
treatment of anyone imprisoned, detained or restricted in -
violation of the provisions of the Unrversal Declarauon of
Human Rights. -

. Al, worldwide, has more than 1,000 groups in 31
countries. The organization holds advrsory status with the
United Nations, UNESCO, the Council of European States,
the Organization.of African ‘Unity and theOrgamzauon of
American States.

In the diocese, Sylvra Thompson, parish servroe €oor-

dinator for the International Justice and Peace Commiission,

has beén a leading promoter of Al's Urgent Action Network. .
She said that there is now a doctors network and a Sisters
network’ hereaswellas thepnests. .
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. would make it tothehospltal in Villahermosa (the capitalof
Tabasco). 1 didn’t think he would survive the trip.” As it .
tumedout,thendemwastheleastoftheproblemsthey;

encountered.

" The new hospltal in Villahermosa tumed out tobeso ill- -

_ equipped that the doctor- who examined Manuel had. to ask

to use Mary Elizabeth’s stethoscope. As with the other child,
Arquilino, a blood transfusion was riecessary. Since the price -
of blood is far beyond the means of anyone in Tamulte; if itis -

 available at all, Father John Firpo offered to.donate a pint as
~ had DavrdYoung the time before. The incident left nio.doubt
in our minds that these children would:k;
been able to help. The tragedy is that,
time this is the case. -

.doubt, mostnfthe

—To me, the incident spoke vrvrdly of the changes that must -

* come about if the people of Tamulte are ever to-gain the

freedom to control their own destiny that Ameneans take so .
much for granted. A child like Manuel can almost starve to -
death simply because his parents do not know what’s Wwrong |

or where to turn for help. The, incident also. underlined for

me how relatively helpless we were to bring about.any large - |
scale change. Yet the fact that Manuelis alive today is in Gne .

sense enough justification for the effort.

However, not all of the events that touched our hearts did... |

so because of their tragedy. This year we also found our-
selves directing some of our energies into programs, similar
to those we were running in Tamulte, in the small town of
Buena Vista, a 15-minute drive down the Tamulte Trail.
This experience proved to be especially enlightening for a
number of reasons. The church in Buena Vista is still run by
the old system of “patrones” that developed after the ex-
“pulsion of the priests from Tabasco in.the 1930s. Whereas.
Father Lucas has been in Tamulte for five years'now and has
the responsibility. for St. Francis parish, he only says Sunday
Mass at St. Antonio parish in Buena Vista. All other duties
_such as opening the church and cleaning it fell to the
“patrones.” This involventent with the church had developed
into a business proposition, and we were met by -the usual

resistance in Buena Vista since we were seen as taking their

. business away. A few times when we arrived for a regularly

scheduled class there would be no one there to open up the i
*_ . church for us.

There was another side to Buena Vista, however, That’
was the overwhelming welcome these ministry-starved
people extended to us. Perhaps the most touched by this was,
Father John, the first priest from onr diocese to be part of a
Tabasco mission team. The first time he said Mass at Buena
Vista, no one received Communion. After inquiring, he
found out thaLnobody had heard confessions in Buena Vista

for a long time. Instead, after Mass the people swarmed °

around Father John and asked simply to be given a ble&smg
It took him haif an hour before all had been blessed. .

After this, it seemed almost as if he temporarily adopted ’

.the parish. He said Mass there.often and provided them with
the opportunity for confession and thus Eucharist. Their
feelings toward him were especially - -evident during his_last
Mass there. At it, eight screammg babies were-baptized in the -
presence of a filled church. For the three additional weeks
the second team remained in Tabasco, the people of Buena

Vista would often ask about “Padre Juan.”
In addition to the successes of the mission, there were also
- many discouragements and failures. Many times a sudden
afternoon downpour would unexpectedly cancel classes for
the-day. Often programs had to be redesigned and new goals
set when complications would aris¢’ becausc the reality of
" Tamulte did not match the expectations of the class COOF-
dinator. In at least two cases, adult literacy and vegetable.
gardens, though progress seemed tantalizingly close to.being
the programs themselves never really got- off-the
ound With adult literacy it was because we were trying to
facﬁrtate the start of classes under the auspices.of an existing-
- government alphabetization program. Every time we seemed

about ready to begin, the coordinator of the: Mexmn ]

. government program would advise us of another. criterion
that had to'be met. With the vegetable garden program the
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Donald Brooks, pmldent»t tlle ‘parish councll of St.
Joseplt’s Church in Weedsport, presents a check'to.
Sister Jane Schar, RSM, for: workdoneatMelg ‘

parish “merage” gather
Ig‘peal. Father George Wiaiit, pastor,. said, “Il’llet
Giving Appeal was-a blessif
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ve died-had no.one

Ieasons were more complex, but the fmstratron bome of h :

- Yetina way every‘,member of the team’ wasfmwd fo deal
with that saime-question: Of what.lasting value Wassany of - -
. our work" The people of Tamultewere sowarm, mgwﬁl
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All Types of Chnsilan'- B |
& Religious Gifts B
Fulldine of Confirmation -~ .

. and First Communion items mcludlng
. - Veils and'Neckties -

‘Books, Bibles, Greeting Cards, Plaques, -3
_ Stétuary, Rosaries and much more._ B -

Special Orders Always Welcome. =
We mail anywhere in the United States.
~ . -452 W, Commercial St. B

\ East Rochester. o -

} Second levetabove -

Kwik 'n EZ Food Mart
-(corner McKinley St.)" ' .
Y two blacks from East Rochester Exit off: 490 )

-381-6490

‘HOURS: — -
. Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-5: 30
Sat, 10 a.m.<4p.m.’
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. COMPLETEHOME -
IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

REMODELING & GENERAL CONSTRUETION.

'OuR MOST IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATION IS A SATISFIED CUSTOMER
-SERVING ™ ROCNESTER MEA mmlmenm Fﬂll omm mus
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KlTCHEN * BATHROOM REMODELING
"~ ROOFING-+:SIDING » INSULATION -
-~ ... ROOM ADDITIONS ¢'DORMERS -

" CONVENIENT BANK TERMS ARRANGED
ALL WORK-PERSONALLY SUPERVISED
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