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) eause, in part, for somctlung to do in retrrement

. clergy in those countneszand others through Urgent Action _
: -of;da_‘itr_e:nams, crrcumstances s and/or reasons for arrest,

! andadd'r’m,

i campaign canease a. prxsoneps condmon

| -and;one-of theprmts in the.network; said, however, that he

Anq “thére: ; jests:in' th Ji'lrocese who have made’it {
" their busmeasto help thieir brothers in the cloth in a uniqiie”
way. . . . |

A network of drocesan pnests, workmg wrth the
orgamzatron Amnesty International (Al), writes letters to
governmert officials = and newspapers — indicating in-
terest in the'well- bemg of unprtsoned clergy :

“Thesidea i isthat the letters show: pubhc attention is focused -
on the. person.détained: Under such attention, it is‘thought,
-officidls .are more: likely to give the prisorier treatment in

u,ncommon OOCUH'CI’IPC in certarn aoeas

" Thé hub of the Tocal ptnests network is Father Benedrct
Ehmann who jokingly: saitl last week that he took up the

Actually, he;said;. “lt was a Job _amng to. be done that
glse, seemed e said; of pﬂln&, |

The pnests are alerted 10 the SBITESt. OF dlsappearancc of
Network;a-mechanismof Al w}nch provides within a matter |

s to-mention’in a- etter, and -the-names and.
"promrnent«:govemment officials who would'
'lrty over the- detarnee as\well as the names

. Fesph

.

A ‘of:a V1 compatgn is dtfﬁcult
'Al fig gures that-about S0 percent of the trme such a.

Fathcr Wlltam Leone, pastor of Holy Redeemer Church:-

consrders lus efftorts a. kmd o£ pure sacnfroe, a duty un-

The campmgn,oFatherJ Ehmann sard, is “basmlly im
plernentmg' what Oty Lord said about the sheep and -the
goats: ‘When I was.in prison, you visited me.-Can'we’ let His
words“lre rdle — act as: rfthey don’ tapply" ‘ .

jést: saxdl«“l leamed that let(ers

accord-with the Universal-Declaration of Human Rrghts, an.|

' —slowly;ﬁﬁdé its way doy

;canreallyhaveancffect

o
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e “lthm mnember,that pg@g;eggm lggtyear heard
ay down the «meiélycmmedmdtlatrs
“the-onfy"way’to the smail°Mexican town of Tamulte de las
Sabanas. “Tamulte Trail,” as the road came to be known,
was only one of the problems our small contingent would
have todealwrthaSeachofusstruggledtoamwerthe
question, “What do I really hope "to accomplish -here in
Mexico?” It was 3 question that, for me, would takeallof my
six-week say to answer. .

“Tamulte is a small town in the southern Mexrean state of
Tabasco. The population is composed predommantly of
Chontal Indians, a group descended from the ancient Mayas.
Tamulte is also a place where, for the third year in a row, -
' missionaries-from this diocese have been sent as one facet-of
the sister diocese relationship shared by the dioceses_of
Rochester and Tabasco. The program is coordinated by the
diocesan Justice and Peace Comfhission under the direction
of Lourdes Perez- Albueme who was one of the 16 in the
mission team

‘We had been eased into our mission expenenee first by
onentatron sessions in Rochester, and then by an overnight
‘stay-in Mexico Crty, but nothing could really have prepared
those of us who were “first-timers” for the striking contrasts

- of Famulte. As the pickup, berrowed from CICCODET the

Social Ministry arm of the Diocese of Tabasco, drove onto
the grounds-of St. Francis ofAsrsrpansh, scores of people

| rushed to greet us. The rhythmic music of- native drums

. announwdourcommg The friendship.of those who greeted

-1~ ‘us made it quité evident that the-two carlicr missions had left
ysiciar: | f~»alasttngrmprelsrononTamulte -As we stepped: out of the

~truek, the pastor of the parish, Father Lucas Partida, greeted
- U5 warmiy with the characteristic “abrazo,” obviowsly happy
-~his: tncnﬂs had netu

: Aswelookedarotmdournewhomewedrscoveredthat
thelrvmseondltlons,thoughfardﬂerentfromwhatwe’

* were used, 10 in, Rochester, were quite’ luxurious by the

) sugu!ardsof ‘Tamulte. The year before, the:women had used
’lheﬂ,mins ‘quarters; while the men had slept in the:dispensary.--

sthecurnplex.Inarldrtron to separate rooms for the womeén
andmen,rtalsopmvrdeduswrtha“par " which we used

:rroughlydmded -into two;phases Five-of -

weelts; the othersrx would be .
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- {eXamining room:-This:year & new:wing-had been added:to A
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ln several cases the programs were quite ‘successful. A
people of strong but simple faith, many of the parishioners
were. mterestedm B@le study /As in the two years before, a
biblical discussi as held two days a week! this
ympresenhng a program centencd around the themes of the
Creed and their scriptural basis. Though our original hope of

. -training leaders to develop presentations for a.year-round

program never materialized, Marilyn Bennett Sister Marilyn

Pray, Sister Mary Ann Mayer and I were often amazed at

the points people would raise. . -
Another program aimed at developmg the spiritual side of

- the St. Francis community was the youth folk group.

Directed by Barbara Fagan and Marilyn Bennett, it centered
around training youths to lead the congregation in some of
the lively Spanish songs used in the liturgy. As a sidelight to

» this, Marilyn and Barbara could often be found giving guitar
lessons to two or three teenagers.

Whereas the folk group was geared toward the older

youth, a session for the young children began every morning -

at 9:30. Tom Gowan, Amy McDonald and Walter Lalor ran
the class for the first three weeks. They used Bible stories,
drawing sessions, and songs. There was also a half-hour set

_ aside for playmg games in the park

)Vorkrng with the children was always a popular activity,

and also one that could use as many' helping hands. as -

available. Barbara would bring her guitar whenever there
was a song to be taught. Having worked with the children on
‘the two previous missions, her experience proved to be quite
useful. When Amy and Walter left and the second group
arrived in July, Marianne Miserandino and Valerie Smith

took over the classes while Tom, who staxed for six weeks,

moved into other areas.

In addition 10 the progiams oivntated toward ihe spmtual

. developmem of the parish, health-instruction was a major

Mary Elizabeth Young, a public health nurse,
assrsted ‘Walter, a health instructor at Ithaca College, and
mchaelStmtantomo a nursing student at the U. of R., fn
pmentmgthreeclasssmthtsm()ne,gwenasafollowup

Contm-ed on Page 4

Abortlon to Be

_|Senate Topic

'mn.s.smteneuumdebmudmuu

] week on the two rhost widelyknown attempts to stem

' abortion on demand — theHelmHnerfeBiﬂandthe
Hatchﬂnml.ifeAnendmnt.

TlleHatdlAmendlelt, snpported theNalioml
CoriereneeofCatliothrsllops, e a two-thi
votetopasstheCongressand l:era'ﬁﬁedby

‘lhree fourths of the states.

. 'l‘hedrooesuliunanl.lf through rts
'l'ansllCoauetSyste-' olmnl,wmpass
oliiomatm phm

conhcung federal lawmakers.
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