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Following is a letter from Pope John Paul 11 to the
bishops of Nicaragua on the subject of “popular
churches,” a phenomenon described. as ‘““groups born

Popular Churches: A Papal W

baptism. one God and Father” congregated them; as
they themselves are accustomed to sing, taking in:
spiration from the words of the apostie Paul. And may
it be that, being united by the same faith and rejecting

encouragement and stimulus that 1 would convey to
you. A bishop is never alone, since he finds himself in
living, dynamic communion. with the pope and with

of ideological connotations, political radicalization, his brother bishops throughout the world. You are not it b f i
class struggle, acceptance of violence, etc.” by alone: You are borne up by the spiritual presence of - - everything contrary to or destructive of that unity, of pr
Origins, the documentary service of the U.S. bishops. this €lder brothers of yours, and you are surrounded by ~ your Christians may find themseives united in the {’:cl::
- . _ _ . the affective and effective communion of thousands of shared gospel ideals of justice, p¢ac% sohdggty. Fath
: - brothers. S _  -communion and participation, without being
In obedience to the mysterious call -that made him : . o . irremediably divided by contingent choices arising . Sh
successor of Peter, the pope pledges with a good will - But 1 ask you to think about another more limited.  from systems, movements, parties or organizations: ‘ depic
what he holds and even himself as well, for the good of <~ Yet no less important dimension of communion: o 7 r—
all. While he does so, he does not forget his duties communion among yourselves as members of the. May your responsibility grow, from this point of - Fr.
toward those-who carry out their ministry as pastors in beloved bishops’ conference of Nicaragua. view, because the bishop must in his turn concretely sh
-the mxdst»qf nc; small d;‘fflculgxe_s This communion arises from participation in the Weave the unity of the faithful. - ‘
:gr Zﬁ”'iﬁ ar | dc urches fullness of the priesthood of Jesus Christ. It is not You know the great importance of the letters of St.
oughout the world. - merely external, it is not made up of conventions and Ignatius of Antioch, because of the'authority of him \
A special bond ties them. It i protocol. It is a sacramental communion, and it ought  who wrote — he was a disciple of the beloved apostle :
x iéllx: reason of its roo. s 'n to be put into practice as such. . —— and because of their antiquity, which-makes them a Wa
. § Specia by reaso] > TOOLS 1 _ ‘ ' o testimony of a vital moment in the church’s history, —
the Gospel, for Jesus conferred I confess that I can have no greater joy than that of ; e i
: : ; . \ slvaitd Jo3 . and finally because of the richness of their doctrinal A
the first place; among the knowing that this essential unity in Christ and'in the . h.ent Well, in very strong terms, certainly in i
Twelve on Peter and, at a church prevails among you, above everything ‘that et the first difficulti Co b '
. L . L s YOU. ' . response to the first difficulties appearing in this field, C]
solemn moment in his life, might divide you. This-unity is the more exigent and : : ; i
. . - Ignatius shows in those letters that there is not and
willed to entrust to him the necessary the more that your preaching and the-ef- ..o+ be valid and durable communion in the church N
mission of confirming his fectiveness of your apostolate depend on it, on the one in nni in i ith sk
: . . , : . ONC  save in union of sentiment and action with the bishop.-
brothers in the faith and in hand, as does, on the other hand, th¢ communion ; : ; i S
: : - h o € . . S The image of the strings of a lyre is a beautiful one. it
- : . apostohg: service to himself. It is which, in the midst of well-known difficulties, it is your suggests a more profound reality. The bishop is like Mk
' s\;pec;al by reason of its theological nature: The Second missioni to construct among your faithful. Jesus Christ: He is made pr&ent.in the midst of his (R2)
atican Council deepened the ancient doctrine of _— L : . church as the living and dynamic principle of unity. A
episcopal collegiality and, with a wealth of concepts Well then, this unity of the faithful appears to OUr  Th;s unity does not exist without-him or it is falsifi husl
and expressions, emphasized that the episcopal cpllege eyes as perhaps the most precious gift — because it iS 5,4 so is inconsistent and ephemeral T vac:
“msofa{ as it is comp?seq of many mem_bers, is the the most frail _anq threatened gift — of this church in R S e : ST * wan
cxrosionof e mulifiovres sd umerslly of . Niarua i & ourad e e s
P o L s, . . . 3 .Imaj ‘ . — nottosay said,
~ Chr xstlxrnsqfar asitis ass.emb‘led under one head:” - un'il;tikalsi%(::gh X':tmi?nis t(l:;us?;: aﬁ?icli:;?utggntﬂ(l)? against — the church built up about the bishop, as toot
, . ' LA _ . e e
I wish you to know that I am very near you because unity to be constructed the world and mankind. What bem; ar.xotlyer Chf rch iy nceived as .ghansmatlc apd and
. s X . A Al ot institutional, “new” and not traditional, alternative :
of this bond, the prgf,o_updly affective dimension of it declared may be applied in due measure to-ecclesial ;.4 ac is envisaged lately. a “popular” or “ je's” : T
whnqh is in no way dxm_nmsl}cd by its dogmatic aspect communities at all levels. chu}ch & tely. a "pop peop! ' mpi
_and in view of the peculiar circumstances in which you : ' : ' . R , : ' cert
are cglled to exercise your episcopal ministry..I am  ~ The church in Nicaragua therefore has the great I am not unaware that an acceptable meaning may ‘T”,‘,’Z
near inasmuch as “I have never stopped thanking God responsibility of being a sacrament, that is to say, the be attributed to such a nomenclature — regarded-as hisst
for you and recommending you in my prayers.” | am sign and instrument of unity in the country. For thisit Synonymous with the “church born of the people.” By him
near through the attention and interest with which 1 itself has to be, as a community, a true unityand image  this would be meant that the church arises when a - ‘St
_constantly inform myself of your pastoral activities. 1 of unity. community of persons — especially persons disposed read
am near through my spiritual support for your labor, . by their littleness, humility and poverty to the and
_ which is as devout as it is demanding and delicate, and It must be remembered in this regard that the more  Christian venture — opens to the good news of Jesus ‘ | dica
is for the sake of the human, personal and collective there exist stirrings of discord, of disunion, of breaks Christ and begins to live it in a community of faith, tow:
advancement of your peoples. I am near you, finally in and separations in an environment, the more the love, hope, prayer and celebration of and participation urdil
my fraternal concern for your task as pastors and  church ought to be an area of unity and cohesion. But in the Christian mysteries, especially in the eucharist. {‘ﬁ;s
teachers in the churches entrusted to you. it will be so only if it gives evidence of being of one - : o : pain
_ . - ~ heart and one mind thanks to ‘the supernatural But you know that the concluding document of the ‘ .
Moreover, today’s feast of the apostles Peter and principles of unity, which ought to be énergetic and  Third General Assembly of Latin American Bishops at i W
Paul arouses the sentiment of collegiality in us, and *  determining enough to overcome the forces of division " Puebla declared this name of “iglesia popular” fo be :::m
thus gives me the opportunity to write to you “for 1 to which the church itself is subjected. : “scarcely a happy one.” It did so after mature study ] Shot
long to sec you ang share with you some spiritual gift - o 4 : and reflection among the bishops of the entire con- : § " ther
to strengthen you. I Since yl;)u_ are visible. signs olf)- unity by divine calling, tment,l because it ]:vas cclmsc'lous that this name in, g lv’velllo
pray that you may be able to ensure that the general covers another reality. ' i B e
I expect that you have already found the foregoing Christians of your country will not be divided because . o remi
| considerations the first and fundamental expression of of opposed ideologies, for “one Lord, one faith, one (To be concluded next week.) 'é:f,’
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