- parish level. We have seen the growth and develop-

'Education— Missionof AllthePeople

By Sister Roberta Tlerney, SSND

There was a time when we believed that-the work of
education belonged to the “educators.” Today the
work of public education is shared and in many ways
controlled by the structure of school boards. The"
involvement of a broader representative ‘group for
making educational decisions is a response to the call
of the Secorid Vatican Council urging structures to .
provide for collegial decision making. . —

Education is not alone in believing in the need for
responsible representation in decision making. The
goal of-parish councils is to be such a group at the .

ment of parish councils in our diocese for more than an
decade. Vital to the effectiveness of the wor\of the
councils is the work of its committees.

" We recommend that each parish have an active
education committee = which works with parish
" leadership and. professional educators in setting

priorities, programs and policies for the work of that -
ministry within the parish. Due to the scope of
_responsibility for these committees, it is often
necessary to subdivide into particular areas for ef-
fectiveness; e.g., a committee for a Catholic school,
religious education, adult education, etc. Com-
munications between and among these groups and to
the parish council is essential for the unity and ef-
fectiveness of educational ministry within that setting.
The Division of Education is sponsoring workshops
for parish councils and committees during September
and October in various parts of the diocese. The
purpose of these ‘workshops is to provide an op-
portunity for these groups as well as parish staffs to see
their roles and relationships in offering services to their
community.

- Parallel to encouraging the formation and function
of committees fo\r. education at the local level, we have
studied the feasibility of the formation of a Diocesan
Board of Education. The establishment of such a board
was recommended by the Diocesan Pastoral Council

--and approved by Bishop Clark in 1981. Since that
time, a committee has been developing a design for the
work of the board in our diocese. This board will be
composed of a broad representation of ~people -
geographically and also with varying educational
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interests. This board will work with the bishop and the :
Division of Education to study needs, set priorities,
recommend programs and policies for the educational

. ministries within the diocese. Through this progress of
research and discussion and collegial decision making - -

we will experience the shared wisdom' and shared.
responsibility of Church. At the same time the bishop
will have the opportu'mty to present his vision and
direction by requestmg and initiating programs and
policies.

Some may ask: Are all of these committees and.
boards necessary? Are all of these meetings netessary?
In his address to the National Catholic Education
Association in April, 1982, Archbishop John Roach
answered those questions in these words: “It would be
simplier to do ali of our decision making internally. To
do so, however, would be to lose the richness of the
experience of -that wide spectrum of people who are

- serious about sharing the office in which they are

enpowared by tlreir baptism and who do have their
own role to play in the mission of the whole people of
God in the Church and in the world.” .
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