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superficially intones, "I'd Rather Be in Rochester," it
simply doesn't care if that possibility is extended to
unborn babies. Promoters figuratively oohing and
aahing over an imaginative IRBIR creature ignore the
destruction of human embryos in their own midst.
It is difficult to gauge societal mores during these
fast-moving times. Perhaps 3,712 abortions a year does
make a' community inviting. If that is tragically so,
why doesn't the Chamber of Commerce use the figures
in its advertising?
What should be even more: startling than the bold
Page 1, headline in last Thursday's Times-Union,
"Abortions hit record high" (in Monroe County), is the
attendant subliminal disregard for the unborn as living
entities.

And the reason that they don't, sad to relate, is
either that they do not believe that the unborn are
indeed human beings or, if they do, that that do not
have any rights. Or else, it is just comfortable — there's
that word again — to look the other way.

Aside from those who openly endorse abortion on
demand either to make money or because "it's more
comfortable," as a Planned Parenthood spokesman
was quoted, others in our community just don't seem
to focus on the fact that abortion means taking lives.

And the term "policy setters" encompasses the
community at large, not just elected officials. For
instance, the County of Monroe in listing the top
causes of death in Monroe County does not include
abortions. Incidentally, the two top "killers," heart
disease and cancer, together do hot kill as many
people as does abortion, according to the 1981
statistics — 3,535 as against 3,712.

Jeanne Sweeney of Rochester Area Right to Life
made the point when she said, "Among the policy
setters in Rochester there are very few who will speak
out about the rights of the unborn child."

While the Rochester Chamber of Commerce
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A cynical attitude? Perhaps, but it is difficult to
avoid such when the mental image of an unborn child
is juxtaposed with promotional extolling of IRBIR,
created in an advertising office.
More attention should be directed to the source of
creation of our unborn population.

A Toughie
The shirt-sleeved Canadian ambassador to Lebanon,
sitting amidst blitzkrieged downtown Beirut, asked a
pertinent question: "What has happened to the Israel
we all knew? What has become of that Israel?"

and Opinions
Editorial
'Puzzling'

Living
With My
Responsibilities

Nuclear Freeze
Needs Support

Hofie Lodge
Praised

All Ireland
MustBe#ree

j .

<••

<• y . 1

-^

*WERE PEAUNG-WITH AN ENTIRELY NEW
CONCEPT HERE, ANP TM ASKING MOU TO
BE RM1ENT UNTIL WE CAN \M0RK CUT
SOME OF THE BUGS."
different way, with a different kind of immediacy,
than they were to the men
and women of my parents1
generation.

had a bit more urgency
about it; it received more
news attention. After all, it
was happening. in Europe
which, aside from the
United States, was the only
really important part of the
world.
And for a Catholic boy of
that time, there was a kind
of involvement in the fact
that priests and nuns were
being slaughtered in Spain,
in the fact that communists
were fighting Catholics.
(Though Franco was not
exactly my ideal of a
Catholic leader.)
But all of this was pretty
remote from my concerns,
from the, concerns of the
people with whom I lived. In
no way did our awareness of
these battles compare with
our present shared experienced of seeing the
shelling which took place
earlier in Beirut. It certainly
did hot involve our emotions
as do those scenes of people
dragging bodies out of the
rubble of a shattered modern
city.
The problems, the suffering of the whole world are
present tons in a completely

This awareness involves
not only war, but also
natural disasters, ideological
conflicts, economic turmoil.
In this kind of world
awareness, the person with a
Christian conscience has to
strike some kind of a
balance. We have to avoid a
callous indifference which
can come from the impossible number of needs
thrust before our attention.
But we also have to keep
free of a kind of spiritual
masochism, a sense of
personal guilt for all- the
hurts being experienced in
the world.
To the extent that my
political or economic influence might relieve suffering, of course I am called
to act.
But I think 1 am also
called to be realistic about
the extent of my influence. I
should recognize the difference between those
consequences which are the
direct result of rhy own
decisions and those which
are not. .
We are called to retain
some kind of peace of mind,
some trust in God's
providence, which will
enable us to act responsibly
in those matters for which
we have responsibility.

