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| Fr. Albert
Shamon

Word for S'unday

A Riddle .
~Can Teach

(Father Shamon is out of
the country for a few weeks,
leaving behind the following
previously published

~ commentary on the readings
for next Sunday.)

Sunday’s Readings: (R3)
Jn. 6/1-15. (RD) 2 Kgs. 4/42-
44. (R2 Eph. 4-1-6. -

I am sure everyone knows

what a conundrum is. In a’
broad sense, it is a riddle.
Here is a conundrum:
“What is it that everyone
has and nobody wants-and
yet when he loses it, he is
sorry?” The purpose of such
questions is to make a
person think hard; the more

one thinks, the more in-
terested one . becomes; and -
the more interested he
grows, the more likely he is
to understand and remember
the answer when it comes..
. Generally, the one who asks

_ the question knows - the

-answer. But he asks it to sear
the ‘answer in another
person’s mind.

It was a conundrum that
Jesus used when He asked
Philip, “Where shall we buy~
bread for these people to
eat?” They were in a
deserted place and so there
was absolutely nowhere to
buy bread. Moreover, the

__apostles did not have near’
‘enough money — “two
hundred days’ wages” would
not have sufficed to give
each a mouthful. Surely a
puzziing question!

Jesus put the question to
Philip, because - -Philip
needed téaching. At the
beginning of His ministry,

- we redd, “Jesus found Philip,

and said to him, ‘Follow me!"

. Then Philip went away and
found-Nathaniel and said to
him, ‘We have found the
Messiah.’ ” -What a switch
that was! He tells Nathaniel
that he, Philip, had found
Messiah. . Actually it was
Jesus who had found Philip.
But that was the trouble
with Philip (and so often
with all of us): we see

" ourselves, in relation to God,
as always taking the

" initiative. The truth is, it is
God who always takes the
first step toward us.

Typically, in this nstance,

- Philip still thought things
must begin from man’s side:

-French Honoré

Area Graduates

- The R.T. French Co. has
given $50 United States
Savings Bonds and engraved
pens or pins to four diocesan
high school. graduates for

outstanding achievements. .
their

The honorees and
schools are Alicia M. Alesso,

. Our Lady of Mercy High .

School; Peter Krenzer, Bishop
Kearney High School Susan
Marchand, St. Agnes High
.School; and Margaret Sousa,
Cardinal Mooney High
. School.

The recipients of the annual
award are selected by school
faculty on the basis of interest

-«and ability in home
economics, overall scholastic

So when Jesus put'the brad
question to him, Philip
immediately
calculating. He began
counting heads. He began
estimating costs — “two

hundred days’ wages” would

not be enough. And because
he looked only to man’s side,

" Philip was baffled; he saw no

answer to the conundrum.

Strange isn’t it? Jesus had
said to Philip, “Where shall
we buy bread?” Jesus used
the word “we,” not “you” —
He wanted Himself included
in the solution of the

problem. But Philip did not -

take Jesus into account.-He

still had not learned that:

without Jesus, there was
practically nothing he could

" not do.. As a result, the

arithmetic of Philip just did
not add up, whereas he was
to see that the arithmetic of
Jesus lefta surplus.

Perhaps probabilities that

can be tabulated are not -

altogether the best foun-
dations upori which to rest
our calculations.
audacity of faith that ex-
pects great things, though
there .is nothing visible upon
which to build, is wiser-and
more prudent than the
creeping common sense that
adheres to facts and figures
and forgets the one fact that
God is with us!

Only when we are aware -
- that our own resoufces are

inadequate — “what are
these among so many?” —

‘will His_ great power pour
into us. We must first be

emptied of self before we can

. be filled with God.

. How foolish, too, the
wisdom of the wise! Jesus’

solution to the food problem .

was so simple that Philip
could not see it: Jesus, an
ordinary lad, and what was

- at hand (five barley loaves
.and two fish). In the hands
of Jesus, nobody is unim- -

portant, nor is any offering,
however small, too in-
significant. The fact of life is
that Jesus alone suffices;
but, for oursakes, He needs

what we can bring to Him. -

We may not have much to
bring, but He needs what we
have. . Undoubtedly, the
world has missed many
miracles just because people
would not bring to Christ
what they have and what
they are!

Oh, by .tbe way, the
answer to the conundrum in
the opening paragraph is —
your temper!
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WE OFFER EXPERT CLEANING,
REPAIRING, APPRAISING
175 NORRIS DRIVE - GRA

o iooe 275.9250 T It

ability and traits of character & g

and citizenship. -

béegan .

The -

: Est. 1924 ¢ Free Parking ¢ Open Mon-Ffi 9-5, Thurtili 9, Sat till

‘Check Presented

Nazareth Academy Parents’ Club Presldent Chuck
Swartz, left, hands Principal Sister Elaine Englert a
.check for $5,500 as Joe Fitzgibbons, club vice

* president, looks on. The check was presented at a .

recent dinner honoring parents and volunteers and
Craft Show anll the Fashion Show.

Carol Rose Ebert Begy, left, chairperson of the Mercy
High School Alumnae Association’s third annual fund
drive, presents a check for more than $10,800 to Sister

. Mary Bonaventure, principal. More than 600 alumnae -

from across the country contributed to the drive.
Following a theme of “a dollar a year,” alumnae were
asked to. contribute one dollar for each year they had
been away from their alma mater.

Deadlme

The deadline for submitting
news fo the Courier-Journal is
noon on Thursday preceding
“the following Wednesday’s
publmtmn

i Hicks !

" Home Heating Inc. -
. HEATING-COOLING
424-4848 271 4650

Achiever

- program.

With the dnstmcuon, Fama .
also won a college scholarship 1§
from Eastman Kodak Co. and:

represents the proceeds of the annual Garage Sale, the

FUNERAL

ROCHESTER

Honored

John Lawrence. Fama, son

- of Dr. and Mrs. John L.-Fama -
of Pittsford has been named -
President of the:Year by the

‘area Junior Achlevement

a trip to .the Junior

Achievement _conference in §

Bloommgton, Ind.

A June graduate from
McQuaid Jesuit High School,

Fama will attend Marquette

University this Fall.
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DlSABLED'

FOR A RECORDED MESSAGL ON
SOCIAL SECURITY

RIGHT TOQ

TOUR
DISABILITY

BENEFITS CALL ANYTIME

546-7314

KENNETH B. MASON ATTORNEY AT LAW
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visiting JAPAN

-~ ATOUR
'THROUGH
THE ORIENT
October 16to November Z

Nikko, Kamakura, Hakone, and Kyoto

REPUBLIC OF CHINA
Beijing (Peking), the Great Wall,
and Shanghai

HONG KONG
Hosted By FATHER CUDDY

~ For dctalls, call or write:
1778 Empire Boulmm, Wobster, NY 14580
(716) 071-2840

PENFIELD
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THOSE VIHO VIISI'I T0 HA\lE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH CAN RELY UPON
 THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES VIITH
' SYMPATHET Ic cARE AND ATTENTION. o

RONDEQUOIT

I.lly Funeral Home
(Formerly-Miller Bros.)
George L. May Jr.
2793 Culver Rd. -
- (716)467-7957

485 N:Winton'Road
Rochester, NY ‘14610

(716)482-04(!) ]

u{

Ashton-Smith Nulton Funeral Home
St. Charles Borromeo Funeral Home Inc. Malcolm M. Nuiton
: 1210-1218 Culver Road 1704 Pentield Road
DEWEY AVE. Rochester, NY 14609 Penfield, NY 14526
PHARMACY (716) 452-6260 (71e) 3812900
Prescription Specialists - "
Cosmetics—Toiletries e D
Photo Finishing - - ' GREECE g
2010 Dewey Ave. $65-2210 Corbett ———CEE ———
. P ;unonl Home, Inc. ; = e A
oger G. BlaKeslee
. 109 WestAvenue. 70““0"’“'5"‘“"
* Rochester, NY 14611 FuneralHome .

Edward M. Dreler
- FuneralHomse
.- Edward H. Dreier
1717 Portland Avenue
Rochester, NY 14617
(716) 342-8500 :

(716)‘235:%2000‘ 1511 Dewey Avende -
— Rochester, N.Y. 14615
o o (716)458-8200
uneral Home Inc. Vv
R. Kanneth and F::o:':ldﬂs:l:':{eng.
 David'P-Crawford- - “Greece’s Largestand

Most Complete Facllities"
Greeco, NY. 14618

2692 DeweyAvenue: -]
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