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Our Mother of Perpetual Help 
A History of Powerful 

The following is a reflection 
on the picture of Our Mother 
of Perpetual Help by Father 
Patrick Healy, CSSR, pastor 
of Our Lady of Victory 
Church, on the 250th an
niversary of the Redemptorist 
order. 

The "Golden 'Madonna" 
arrived in Rochester on July 
4,1873. She was enthroned in 
the new Lady's Chapel in. St. 
Joseph's Church on Franklin 
Street., 

From the beginning, the 
faithful showed devotion to 
the beloved Madonna, visiting 
her shrine, fervently seeking 
her powerful intercession in 
their spiritual and temporal 
needs. Word of Her power 
spread and soon copies of the 
Golden Madonna appeared in 
all parts of Western New 
York. 

In' 1927 the weekly per
petual , novena was 
inaugurated at St. Joseph's. Its 
beginnings were modest. The 
first Wednesday afternoon, 
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The Golden Madonna 

Father William Thumel, 
standing before the altar in 
the Lady Chapel, counted 22 
people. He read aloud those 
prayers that so many were 
soon to know by heart. He 
blessed the group- and 
presented a small picture for 
veneration. 

Within a month the church 
was filled. Father Thumel left 
the Lady Chapel and led the 
devotions . from the main 
sanctuary. The growth was 

explosive and spontaneous. 
Soon there were several 
exercises every Wednesday.-
At one time the combined 
attendance reached into the 
thousands. 

What is more important, 
each devotion ended where 
Mary had ever pointed her 
children — Adoration and 
Benediction of Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament. As of old, 
Mary afforded access to her 
Son, Our Lord and Redeemer, 
our One Mediator with the 
Father. Later-years saw the 
"devotions" devoutly blended 
into the celebration of Mass. 

The starkly clean, un
sentimental beauty of the 
painting presents Mary, 
solicitous Mother of the 
Redeemer; Mary, the new 
Eve, Mother of the 
Redeemed. Cradled in her 
arms is Her Son, startled, 
anguished by a vision of 
Gethsemane. And Mary's 
wistful gaze seems to ponder 
the mystery of Salvation. 

Diocesan Youths Attend 
National Leaders Meeting 

Three teenagers from the 
diocese late last month at
tended the national meeting of 
Diocesan Youth Leaders in 
Indianapolis, Ind. The three 
are Melissa Andreine, Elmira; 
Patrick Van Durme, Dan-
sville; and Susan Eckart, 
Pittsford. 

The Indianapolis meeting 
offered four days of speakers, 
workshops and meetings at 
which the by-laws of the 
newly constituted National 

Sons of Italy 
Convene 

Thirty diocesans from the 
Vincent Lobardi Lodge 2270 
attended the annual Order of 
Sons of Italy convention at 
the Concord Hotel in the 
Catskills. More than 1,000 
members of the • society 
convened. 

Due to illness, Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta was unable 
to deliver the main address at 
the event, and Sister Carol 
Proia . of Rochester 
represented her. 

More than $11,000 and" 

Federation of Catholic Youth 
Ministry (NFCYM) were 
developed. 

According to Patrick Fox, 
diocesan director of Youth -
Ministries, the event gave, 
evidence of "a real dedication 
on the part of the young 
people." 

Fox said that the meeting 
"consisted of morning 
workshops which featured 
speakers on a wide variety of 

topics. The response to these 
sessions was very positive. 
The afternoons and evenings 
were filled with business 
meetings. Small committees 
worked on designing 
proposals, and the entire 
assembly later heard 
presentations and' voted on 
motions. 

"Some of these meeting? 
lasted well past their 
scheduled end point and 
indicated a real dedication, on 
the part of the young people." 

Father Donald B. Lkata, chaplain of the Sons of Italy, 
and Rosemary Montemarano, chairperson, present a 
rose to Sister Carol 

many spiritual bouquets will missionary nun ..by the 
be sent to the famed organization' 
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The painting is artistically 
trimmed in gold that bespeaks 
royalty; on the one hand, 
Kingship — the One to whom 
"all power is given — on the 
other, the Woman Of 
Revelation, clothed with the 
sun, all-powerful advocate 
before the Throne of God! 

After the tragic fire that 
razed the church and convent 
of St. Joseph, the miraculous 
picture was enthroned in 
another Shrine of Mary, the 
Little French Church (Our 
Lady of Victory) on Pleasant 
Street. There the perpetual 
novena continues. The crowds 
are not so numerous as in the 
"good old days," but the 
devotion and love for the 
Handmaid of the Lord 
remains fervent and warm. 

An amazing number of 
loyal and devoted children 
come from all parts of 
Rochester, seeking . the 
powerful intercession of the 
Mother of the Redeemer, the 
Mother of the Redeemed, Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help. 

SISTER M.REGIN A 

Sr.Regina 
Notes 50th 

Sister M.. Regina, a Sister 
Adorer of the Blood of Christ 
who was the first principal of 
Most Precious Blood School 
on its reopening after closure 
by then Bishop Fulton J. 
Sheen, was honored by her 
congregation at a jubilee 
celebration July 1 in 
Columbia, Pa. ' 

Sister M. Regina noted SO 
years a nun at rites presided 
over by Bishop Joseph Daley, 
Msgr. Walter Shaull, and 13 
other priests including Father 
Sebastian Contegiacomo, 
CPPS, of Rochester. 
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