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By Jolm Dash

'say’ that

could be labeled “pro-
choice™ in the~matter of
abortion. o

Rather- she cited the.
organization’s  now

oppose abortion on piinciple
and - in practice, we are
hkewnse,,cqnvmwd that the

this regard resides primarily
with.those who. are directly
andpe;sonally involved.”

On the question of the

natlonally known statement; -

Stster Margaret Trxxler 5.
“ast-week - would not directly . edit
the National . Hers
Coalition of American Nuns " prii

4\ -

'pro-cholce Iabel Slster
Martgaret did, however, cite
her: .enthusiasm’ for : an
-in- the Miami
d, hich ‘she said,
the organization for
supportmg [free-choice while -
aty the “samie time 'niain-
tainifig’-"that. abortion in

. principle:is wrong

“While we continue to

responsibility ‘for decisions in -

Slster Margaret reached
at " the cbahtlons
headquarters in 'Chicago.
. also would not directly
answer questions about any
negative reaction from
coglition members to the
statement, actually only
signed and published by

- -coalition board members.

the statement has been
public for some time and

_ that there have been favor-

able responses to it. She said
that there are about a dozen
Roctliester diocesan Sisters in
the nationwide coalmon

The statement mught the

_attention of the national

press two weeks ago because
it challenged the support of
-the nation’s bishops for the
Hatch Human Life
Amendment.

That support was an-

nounced last fall: The Hatch

Human Life Amendment is

- a constitutional amendment
- which allow for both federal

and state legislagion
restnctmg abortions, wrth

. babies to

" the stricter laws prevailing in

disputed cases. .

. Because the. amendment,
however, does not itself ban

abortions, it has drawn fire

from some pro-life groups.

The nuns' statement, on -
. the other hand, is seen as the

first public break with the
bishops from their own
camp.

The statement also said

that it was “paradoxical to

" us that the same jeaders who
are currently demanding

that women bring their
term  are
simultaneously voting to cut
off food stamps, child
nutrition programs and

and well- -being of our
chlldren

The recent statement is
not the first time that Sister

_Margaret has captured the

national . spotlight in the
question. In 1977, she

castigated Congress for the.

decision to withhold public
funds for abortion to welfare
recipients. At that time she
also scorned “men in

political and church circles:

who imperiously speak and
legislate about women’s
bodies as though men and
not women were the ones

" who are the primary nur-

turers of children.”

That sentiment had its
echo in the most recent
statement, in which the

coalition urged leaders in the
churches, courts. and
Congress to provide “a more
nurturing environment so
that women will be en-
couraged to bring new life

.into the world.”

The coalition text also
called on men to educate
themselves for the
responsibilities  of
fatherhood, urged “women
everywhere to disavow the
use of abortion as a nor-
mative means of birth
contro),” and said that
women should also educate
themselves, but “in ways of
being cmuvely rssponsnble

— insofar as this is possible

— for avordmg unwanted
pregnancrec
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- ?She;did say, however, that
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By Sister. Nancy Burkin, 883 .1 = -

- smochismochi: id:
' %T“‘”‘gt?%n was stud|ed by
- thez m

dlfficulty accepttng the
,recttatxon of ‘“private
pnayers by -the priest.
. Their argument “was not

“with_prayer said-during a

By way of this column

last January, | attempted to

share with the people of the : -

diocese , some «of . the
) thoughts. reflectionis and

suggestions regardmg the
Eucharistic hturgy that

their study and" dxscuss:on
This study: which-is being
done nationally. has ‘been’
faithfully ~pursued:™ since
September by, nearly 50
-parishes in the Rochester
diocese. - The study is now
complete and-once more:]
wish to share. generally the
direction the people of the

diocese; seem (o be takmg

As was, true 'in . January, it
‘is:impossible to specify each

- particular concern -that.

panshes had*' for-each:part. .
Mass. However. . -

there are pamcular areas of '
eoncem that seenied . to.
drise agam and agam,
regardiess of the type ofﬂ
. parish’ “that was submitting
~matenat

The * study itself  was:

designed to_examine the

order OF: structure og ‘the
Mass, * ‘ot “the text, the

communal silence such - as
, that following the reception
~of Communion when they.
too, would be praying
- wjthin _the" privacy of
wthemselves but - with the
spectﬁc prayers assngned to
the pnest as ‘“‘private
- prayers,” such as-the prayer
satd after the mixing of the
ne-and. water, dunng=the
ashing. of hands and just
[ .commumon :

»s
e LAs ~was -true this fall
ihiére - was much concern
*that symbols be authentic
and ‘meaningful. Several

rish groups: commented -

fg;t the washing of the
. hands should be just that
- and not a ritualistic dipping
of1 the fingertips. For most.
the -breaking.- of .the bread.’
once a most imiportant rite,
has become meemngless

- since the ‘breaking - of ‘a
host even. when large ones
are used, neither-looks like
nor: sourids like breaking
bread. Once - agam the
people ex; ed a:.désire
Jor bread:to look Jike bread.
- Fhe.- meaning::-of - .some .
-symbols ~has"- become:’ 1os
over thie years according-to

-many- parishes. (e.g.. the .

mmng iof .the water and
” wine, - the -incensation and

mitiister. the musrc.» elc, ¢ ‘commmglmg OL bm@ﬁ and

Be&ifs&ﬁ%of{*m “tiough *

panshes since January ‘have-
stndted the Mass in ‘small”

Tticipatii : ma g,« R
evaluatton\ .,Awas submitted &“&i”;g'gp"&fyﬁm

! "%y” “p .tng( Q!*'?‘é-lzie{” £ evalustion “forms’ of the’

. this, 2o 1:“%," * the: -, participants... However.: the .

-question -was 'not whether

- & OF MOt - we should hdve it .

ions:from the prayers at -

”“hé’ ik ration- of the g:t'ts
"throughuhe recessional. -

One;, ot;. ,,the cleares& :

concepts that. . ‘has come

the%pa‘nsh =grgups is their:”

.. through again-and.again i<
. the évaluation submitted by

‘but rather, its placement in
. ihe_order of Mass. Many
people" :fele- - that- the
‘placement _should = be
ﬂexlble and depend on the
furiction” of" ‘the sign:
grcelmg. forgtveness etc

thf‘ culty was. expressed
regardm‘g song. at the time
.of  reception of‘commugion

: Letters Urged

'Hatch Nearmg Vote |

The diocesan Human Life -
Commission has learned that
the Hatch:Ashbrook Human
Life Amendmenit likely will be
coming to the floor of the US.
Senate by the end of thls
month.

The U.S. Bishops at thelr
November 1981 meetmg
restated their opposition to
abortion-on-demand - and
announced their support of
the Hatch amendment as the
most realistic step in
protecting human lives.

The Human Life Com-

mission feels that the support -
of both Sen. Alfonse D’Amato-

and Sen. Danicl Moynihan
.Man of Year ’

‘Auburn — John J. Ma@en
was feted as Hibernian of -

the Year by the John F.
Kennedy Division 1 of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians

at ‘a -dinnei-dance; 7 p.m., -

Saturday, June 12. at the
AOH clubrooms. Madden has
been a member of the AOH
since the . division

reorganization in 1951, and- °
has been active in various .

offices and on many com-
mittees. For the past. eight

“years he has been division

fi nancial secretary

&

.';..,.,
Fatller Fredertclt W.

related benefits to the health

will. be critical. The com-
mission urges all diocesans to
write to them immediately
and urge their support for the
amendment.

" Both may be addressed at
the U.S. Senate, Washington,
DC.10510. .

St. charles éommén
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~ PIEHLER PONTIAC
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30 Years in Business
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