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'ByDarrellTirrner

As the problems of black Americans

church: stands out as perhaps the greatest
contnbutlon to black hrstory in the United

States

appear to have slid from sight in a con-

servative political atmosphere, new at-

But Dr. Hornsby also worries that the
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- separable ftom
- it must, be brought.into t
. plans for.change: or‘fadvancement

tention is being paid to black churches as a

source of community, a repository of hope -

and a force for social change.

The black church is perceived as-an
institution that fosters.social progess while
adhering to traditional values. Black clergy
are found on both sides of questions in-.
volving civil rights dnd political action.
Christianity is praised as a liberating force

and denounced as a repressive influence in

the black community, depending on who is
making the evaluation.

Throughout its history, the black church
“has been called a crucible for leadership
and an opiate of the people, an agent for
social change and a conservative force,”
notes Dr. Alton Hornsby Jr., chairman of
the history department at Morehouse
College in Atlanta and editor of the
Joumal-of Negro History.

In his view, “the education, aculturation

- munity has been replaced by television and

role once played by the church in in-
fluencmgthemomlsoftheblackcom

the schools.

' “As black hteracy rates soar to nearly 90
percent and each black household has at

leastoneandmmanymtwotelevrsron -

sets, the black church’s influence in
socialization has been dramatically
dummshed, he says.

Not everyone agrees. “Blacks support
the church more than any othér in-
stitutition,” said the Rev. C. Anderson
Davis of Houston, director of the National
[Emancipation Association, a group
dedicated to promoting black family life.

Mr, Davis asserts-that “even though -

they may not go to-church; blacks identify -

with some church. It's not hard to get the
attention of blacks when dealing with
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- Rep: Louis Stokes of Ohio says he and

' his brottier, Carl-Stokes, the former mayor
= of Clevéland, could-not have won office

wrthout the help. of black clergy
" According to Louis Stokes, “the black

. church. network in America is a skeeping
' “giant” and has:the potential for mobilizing -
- black and white'! leadershrp for socral

[ changeé.

Dr. Kelly Mrller Smith, presrdent of the

. National Confesence of Black Churchmen
- and assistant dean of the Vanderbilt

.’ University Divinity School, said that it is

- “unfortunate that Dr. Martin Luther King
- Jr. is increasingly remembered only as-a

‘slain civil rights leader.” ™ The scholar feels
that “this. tends to divorce the political -

. from the spiritual or moral and that is

diametrically opposed-to the black church’s
self-understanding.” .

"Our One
Black riest

The Rochester diocese has produced only
one black priest and even he was not a native
of this area. : ’

Father Charles Hall was. born in
Maryland in 193] and lived in Washington,
D.C., until he was five. He moved with his
family' to Rochester and attended Im-

maculate Conéeption School and Aquinas ~

"7 1950.

Institute, from where he was graduated in

He' was ordamed a Josephrte Father -in .
1960 in Washirigton and said his first Mass
in Immaculate Conception Church. He:was

* stationed: at St. Augustmes ;Hrgh School in-- -
New Orleans where he was a science teacher

) stmgg]éwes agamstevr It w

sin.”

The Rev erltam A. Jones Jr of
Brooklyn, president of the Progressive '
National Baptist.Convention, says, “Just

‘imagine 12,000 black-churchmen saying,

‘Go out and: vote.” Wé could change the
nation and change the. world »

Some supporters -of- raual mtegratron
worry that the continued:presence of black

- churches retards racial progress: But black

clergy are uniform in: ir Suppoft- it for the
existence of sepamte sethnic:c
foree for promoting and'»eonsemng black

Father Thomas P: 'Hadden; rector of

'Sacred Heart Cathedral in Raleigh, feels
. that “the Catholic Church made a mistake

in North Carolina by closing the black
churches” (as a step toward- integration).
The black priest, who serves-a. predommtly
white parish, says-experience has shown
that “a goodly number-of black Catholics
in integrated: churches simiply Jeft the
churches, remaining unaffiliated or gorng
back to other black churclies.”

"1

; FatherHalLdredofeancerm l967andh|s
funeral took place at;, lmrnaeulate Con

- Historically,

and socialization performed by the black

. religious concepts.”

CCGEB Re stration Up,
Budget Gets Approval

Elmira — For the first time
in years, an increased number
of students are registered to
attend Elmira Catholic
schools in the fall.

After at least 15 years of
declining enrollments, the
Chemung County Education
Board is préparing to educate
40 more children in Sep-
tember than are currently in

- Registrations now total 846
students: for September.
the system’s
enroliment increases slightly
over the summer.

In comparison, last Sep-

' tember 837 students began the

school year in the four schools
the system operates. That was -

nght to Life o
fMar-ch Scheduled

Corning — The Corning
— Area Right To Life Action
Commmittee has announced
that a “Life March™ and “Life
Rally” is scheduled for 1 p.m.
on Saturday, May 22.

; The march is to begin at the
corner. of State and Market

streets, proceding east _on

" Market Street with aCommg

Police Department  escort. ,
The group: will entér the

_Nasser Civic Center Ice. Rmk
*forthe rally. .

Group spokesman John H

a decline of 51 from the -
previous year.

Gail-Callaghan, CCGEB
business manager, said about
half the increase is in the
junior high. Much of the rest
is at St. Casimir’s. School.
Some of the new students are
transfers from a-public school”
being closed-at the end of tlns
year, she said.

Atits April 22 meeting, the»

board approved a budget for

theeonungyear.

The $816, 500 budget is u
$61,000. Fundmg will oomg
from h assessments,
$537.893, an increasé of
$8,000;. from tuition,
$l37000 and from other

_Brennan states that the

purpose of the Life Rally is
educational, “to point out the

legal, moral and medical -
. aspects of abortion.”

- -Among speakers attherally
will be Thomas -J. Dillon-of
Manhassei. Pillon is. @
member of the Legal Advisory:
Committee of the New York

‘Right To Life. He also served

as New York’s representative .
. to the National Right To Life -
Cecelia’s

Board-of Drreetors in1974

and1975.

sources, including fund -raising
by the system.

-Mrs. Cailaghan said the

budget also takes $l7,000

from the mandated services

payment the system received
from the state. That money
had been held in reserve, -

The increase in anticipated
tuition income follows a 30
percent increase .in tuition
charges. Mrs. Callaghan said.
tuition next year will be $210

.for one student, $310 for two,

and $335 for more than two.
ls(]lgderxartzn tuition will be

Mrs. Cal!aghan said no
changes in the number 'of
teachers in the system have

been made. Money has been
placed in a contingency fund

- to hire another teacher for the
junior high if the increased

enroliment there warrants it,
she said. That-decision won’t
be made until later.

The budget was approved

with six voting in’ favor, one -
opposed and two abstentions. -

Voting against it was
Father Daniel Holland, St.
Patrick’s- pastor, and.-pastor
Tepresentative on the board.
Mrs. Callaghan said- he

wanted the: parish:assessment .

system to be Scrapped in favor

l’m confused abont two
apparently contradictory
themes that appear in
Catbollc 3

the other is the desnhﬁty
of trying to improve bad
condrtionswlleueverweun.

LstSudayo-rpastorm
lns llonily spoké about

,-(unamed)wommolr
parish who is dying of

hold omto amythitig- in' this
- world,” he told'us; “not even
her family. She feels it is
| God’s will for: her o die like
{'this and kmows He must
-have ‘His reasons. What a

of a perpupil. cost being | rooncd. and

charged toeach parish.
St. Patrick’s and St
- representatives
abstained. '

?

cancer. “She’s: loﬂrymg to-
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God’s.  will - and- when
sometlungmudshouldlie
Jmproved’ . )
1. apprecute any
'commentsyoucoulrl make. .-

(Signed) J.

your quesuon lS summed u

and counselor. ceptronChurch
‘e in the prayer of Remhold
Hohman courage  to accept _with
| serenity  the thmgs we
cannot change. Give us the
- -courage to change the things
.o that should be changed. And
. give us the wisdom to
The Open Wmdow distinguish the one from the
other. - .. ‘
Acce tlll ighl helstcl::;’k'dwhat'is meant in
- [ . t paragraph is that
The WI“ three teenaged . gramnd- the woirian wantgh to ‘be
Of children. Somehow my accepting if. her death really
4 G()d . friend has gotten stuck with - is God's will:: i does. not
doing aff the howsework, sound .to.me as if she is
Dearl-‘atlrerﬂohrun, laundry and cooking for the anxious- to get..going. She
household becawse: everyone - miglit very well have a

strong will to'live but: -also be
willing: to accept the

- -inievitable. . -
’ “'l-‘he third paragraph does

not “indicate ‘one. ‘way or

: -~anotherwhetherthrswoman
. €an actually do anything

about-her situation, Looking

-'atrtfromtheoumdert

it

‘counse]mg, recrurtmg help.

“or hrnng it




