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EvangeliZa tion — A Magnificent A_'dVén ture
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The missionary activity of the
Church whereby the Gospel is pre-
ached and the Church planted among
peoples or groups who do not yet be-
lieve in Christ is not only the Church’s
duty but an unmistakable sign of her
vitality.

— At the end.of the 18th century the

Church was so wounded by the wars

and the anti-Catholic politics of-Eu- -

rope that she hardly had the person-

nel or the opportunities to carry out -

her mission of evangelization in for-
eign lands. .

For peculiar political reasons,

year approved the Society of For-
eign Missions which was founded in
France. These two events marked
the revival of the missionary activ-
ities of the Church in the 19th cen-

tury.

Pape Pius VII restored the Congre-
gation of the Propagation of the Faith
to coordinate all missionary activities
in the Church. He also reopened the
College of the Propagation of the
Faith in Rome to form priests for
service in the forelgn missions. -

. Most encouraging to the missiona-
ries was the support of the laity. It

was the laity who founded societies to
support. the foreign missions. The
three most outstanding of these were:

. the Ludwig-Missionverein (Bavaria);

The Jesuits,” Dominicans, Francls-
cans, Benedictines, Vincentians, and

the members of the Foreign Mission -
Society of Paris- made heroic efforts
in North, Central and South America,
in Australia and New Zealand, in In- .

dochina and the Philippine Islands, in
Korea, China and Japan, in Africa
and India.

" New religious orders, founded
for the foreign missions, discov-
ered eager recruits. We have space

to mention but three, the Missiona-

ries of Our Lady of Africa (White
Fathers and ‘Whité: Sisters) of
France who worked in North Afri- -
ca and the Sudan; the Societyof the

Divine Word (Germany) who la-

bored in the Americas, China, Af-

" . rica.and New Guinea; and the Mill " .

by the j

Fathers. (The United States did not -

have its own foreign missionary so-
ciety until 1911 when the Catholic
Foreign Mission Society, common-
ly called Maryknoll, was founded )

The foreign missions of the l9th cen-

" tury were flawed by a lack of funds

and personnel; the hesitancy by some
missionaries to form a native clergy;
-and the tendency for the missions to
be closely identified with the colonial
aspirations of their home. countries.
The first two problems .are always

- with the Church. The latter two de-

fects were emy ghatxcaﬁy «condemned:

eventu ycorrected In spite'of-these

- flaws, millions of converts came into
the Church; millions of others were
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