Wednesday, March 24, 1882
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gion in France; proclaimed °
patriotism which defied the French
nation; and establislied a Religion of

‘because the religious troubles of
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utionary: period were put -

South Atlantic, Pope Pius VII fofgave -
him{his wrongdoings and sent him a’
: chdplain. The man who vowed to

studying for the priesthood. Then, through a series
of misunderstandings, he failed to join his desig-
nated company and was declared a deserter. He
was able to return home only when Napoleon grant-
ed an amnesty in 1810 on the occasion of his mar-
riage to the Archduchiess Marie-Louise. -

John then went to the major seminary at Lyons
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Despite all his prayers, his fasting," the: rugcule ‘

which came his way; his physical
poor parish; the most difficult and extraor
* work which the Cire of Ars did.was his own.

cipline. Like most dedicated parish priests, he dia =~

hisordinaryworkfotsoulsinanunsung,silentand ’

heroic way. :

St. John died in 1859 TheChurch'canonizedhim
in. 1925 and Pope: S the:

\ aervedonAug 4,
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andputonbyallthoee(evenathe- dancing on the i altar of Notre° rally promulgated the Organic Arti- evang
‘ : the dioceses and parishes; and di- ~ Sensing the general dissatisfaction ‘'Holy See’s approval or knowledge and -
The control which the rulers of  vided French Catholics by setting  of the French people with the revolu-. Were designed to give Napoleoh con- - W
France (Gallicanism), Germany (Fe-.  up a Constitutional Church inde-  tionary government, General Napo- trol over the Church in France and his of St
bronianism) and Austria (Josephism) pendent of Rome. ‘leon Bonapart seized power inacoup-  expanding empire. When the Holy See’ propc
attempted to exercise over the Catho- d’etat. A baptized Catholic, Napoleon protested Napoleon s treachery, Na- view
- lic Church in their countries indicates A few bishops and half the priestsof had lost his religion in the excitement . poleon screamed at the Cardinal Sec- take
T the strength of those autocratic mon- France supported . the schismatic of his military career, He once re- -of State: “I can_erush the scope
archs, ruling by “divine right” and church. The rest refused and re- marked: “I see in. on not the Church!” He almost did. volu
‘ , the weakness of the Catholic Church  mained loyal to Rome. These French mystery of the Incarnation but.the = . 1809, he annexed the Papal States Evan
. - in the late 18th and early 19th centu- Catholics, therefore were judged anti- mystery of order in society.” He was Lnd took pope Pius VII (1300-1823) as
. , nesmEurope revolutionary and antirepublican - determined to use the Catholic Reli- prisoner to France, just as the: Sis
and thousands of:them, including hun-  gion of the French people as the ce-- French revolutionaries had treated Corn
These Gallican forces came-to - dreds of priests, were either exiledor  ment of his cherishedempire Pope Pius VI (1775-1799). Pope Pius evan,
the fore during the French Revolu- ~ killed during the Reign of Terror N withthe VI died in France. Pope Pius VII re- worn(
. tion (1789-1799), when the orga- - (1793-1794). i 2oledn "em“mm atwith - - turnedtoRomein 814, - sepa
ot alneddesiond e oot motton b e eI R e e .
_ p “0 - €5 institutions of mona ' ears later. :
ter.”” In 1790, the delegates of the and Church in France. The revolu- r' as :n%m’l V{WO&NM ,@aﬁrmet [yiis Waterlo’o‘zggnwtzgm . P;
Estates General meeting at Ver- - tionaries outlawed the Catholic reh- - leon and a benefi urch, . %ni the rocky island of St. Helena in the .

rearranged diocesan boundaries ... - ‘Nature; .-which saw a prostitute, heated: - ' cmshtheChurch died in exile in 182 f T
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_ St. J ohn Vi 1anney Unsung, ﬁllent Herolc I
: " By MSGR JAMESF. CONNELLY His first pastorate was the parish of Ars-en- | he lived on nothing but potatoes as a sacrifice for‘, Cof
On May 8. 1786, three vears before the French Dombes, a little village of some 230 souls a.few the indifferentism and vices of his “feeble flock.”” Scl
R ay 8, ’ 04 miles from Lyons. During his first six years there |* Eventually he was able to reform the entire village
evolution began, a boy was born to a poor farmer i by'the sheer force of his personal holiness. of
in Dardilly, France. His name was John Vianney ; y pe . to
and he was to live through the terrible years of the Father John began to gain a reputation as a dis- Ar
French Revolution, the wars and defeat of Napo- cerner of souls, as a spmtual director and confes-. 14
leon and the splendid revival of the Cathohc Church | | sor. So many peopIe came from all over Franceto the
in France. réceive absolution from him that he was-con- In
» ! strained to spend 12 to 18 hours a day in the-confes- . I
“Dardilly had a schismatic “constitutional" sional. The devil paid the supreme compliment to.- shy
priest whom John’s parents avoided. Always loy- - . his holiness by, attacking him with the strangephe- - o
. al to Rome, they assisted in secret at the Masses . nomena of unexplainable noises, voices, and; per- o
of a hunted priest who had refused to leave the sonal violence day and night. . -
unity of the Catholic Church. It was from him | %
that John received his first Holy Communion in mreeﬁmeshele(thisparlshtojoinﬂndar- o P
C secret. thusians and three times he returned to Ars to - .
, ' absolve the sinners who néeded him. Some ofhis ﬁ
: Never intelligent, but always plous, Johnentered ‘ fellow priests ﬂion@thlma “quack” and report-
the minor seminary when he was 20 years old. He ‘ ed him to his. ; 'Who denied their appeal. B
did not remain there'long. Three years later he was S ) »”» hesaid, “I wish that all myclei‘gy o
drafted into- Napoleon’s army even though he was Fat hadasmallgntnotme same madness.”
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