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- . Known as the “Seven Last Words,” the final utterances of Christ as He hung on the
: \ crossprovnde fit and interesting Lenten meditation. Each week during Lent, a different
me [ diGeesan priest will discuss each of these *“last words™ in the Courier-Journal. The
ity E second writer of this special Lenten series is Father Elmer J. Schmidt, pastor of St. :
Margaret Mary Parish in Apalachin. L -

ms ) - By Father Elmer J. Schmidt family helps me better understand the

i ) Words of Jesus to the good thief on the
L‘-» T As the snow was falling upon cross. “I assure you this day you will be
— ﬁalachm this morning, one of our with me in Paradise.” At one time 1

réiugee families proudly entered church wondered about God’s justice. How can |.
: and showed off a thief merit heaven so quickly? -

their infant , :
. idaughter. The ~Now I think of the newborn. He or |
' - . o i __gEwhole munity she doesn’t merit a warm, comfortable
g as Su re yOu -k py sccmed pleased and  home. The infant may even have caused
. e e g . pain in labor, sleepless nights and added

bills; but once a child looks towards the
-The scene made ~ parents, their love opens the doors and
me think of parents’  shares the treasures. .
true love for their -

ildren.  Right  This is why Jesus promised instant
from birth, a baby  paradise, showing God’s genuine love

this day
you will -

be very f . We need only look towards

be with me in — g lor man, We need onl ook tovars

irritable; but a not work for it or deserve it. Heaven is a

7): > . mother and father seem to understand, - free gift.
P ara lse. so. they freely give and-forgive, un-

conditionally. Children need only glance At times some of us become disturbed
' towards their parents and accept their  ,pout the gifts and blessings of others,
goodm : especially when they succeed without |’

Seemg this uncondmonal love ma - - Continued on Page 4 i

For First Mass
hasernsofneeasolﬂnmehsaswmntedbyeeents,ﬂle
, ConnerJomalwmpmvndemmngmvengeuftheomwthof
¢+ St Elizabeth Ann Seton parish from its smallest beginnings to
. llsewnualemergeneeasafnﬂ-ﬂedgeddmc&ncommnmty
‘ By John Dash * o

C “Chnstlamty began in a humble way” the pastor said,
: + - therefore it was fitting that the very first gathering of a com-
mumty of Chnsuans should also reflect thathumble birth.-

And so it did. Father William Amann. pastor of the newly -
established parish of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, gathered about
lOOofh:sﬂockthemghtofAshWedsnsday in a bafn to
celebrate the first parish Mass:

Bravmg sulrfreczmg tcmperatum. Hamlmam Catholics
assembled:in the straw-strewn.bari-of Sla_nley'l’ogroszewsh on
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5 {ﬁ: Route 19; making way-for the cattle and'the chickens and the
. cats, to.share-with: each other the sense; that in the beginning;
: (; _ only in:the Lmﬂ eamvchavc hope as Father Amann put it.

Ezabeth
.. 1o his lew uns‘honers. At
~ the Jower left, a-chicken .
strikes :an attentive pose. To '
the right, a calf gazes
serenely from its stafl as
M sseds, -
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