My venerated predewssor lPope Paul VI foundedv

the International Theological Commission in the year
1969 after.the Fathers of the Extraordinary Syriod of
Bishops had two years previously expressed a deeire
that this should be done.

The duty of the commission is “to assist the Holy
See and, in a special way, the Sacred Congregauon (for

the Doctrine of the Faith) in exammmg doctrinal

questions of greater importance.”

In_the two five-year periods
which have passed, the
theological = commission  has
fulfilled this task happily and
usefully
ways. This is well known from

the many documents which
have been issued so far.

, I knew that it has been of
g great assistance not only. to the
Roman Pontiff, the Sacred
Congregation for the Doctrine

of the Faith and the other

departments of the Roman Curia but also to the
episcopal conferences and for the advanoement of
theology.

This service has been entirely necessary in these -

difficult times when. new "questions and different

opinions have arisen about them and it has helped t0 ~

nourish and strengthen the one faith in the one
~ Church. For this reason the work of the theological
commissiofy always increases and I repeat what | said

in my address Oct. 26, 1979, to those taking part then
in the commission; namely: “We strongly approve of it

we attach great importance to it and we expect much
fromit.”

In this office you must greatly assist and benefit the
good and fruitful relations between the magisterium
and theology. Therefore, allow me to recail what [ said
Nov. 18 of last year to the .professors of sacred
theology in Altoting when - was making my pastoral
visits in Germany: “Theology is a science with-all the

. possibilities of human perception. It is free in' the

application of methods and analyses. Nevertheless,
theologians must see where they stand in relation to
the faith of the Church. The credit for our faith goes
. not to ourselves; indeed it is ‘built upon the foundation
of the Apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief -cornerstone.’ Theologians, too, must
take faith as the basis. They-can throw light on it but
they cannot produce it ... Love for the physical

Church, which also includes belief in the testimony of

" faith and th¢ Magisterium-of the ChurcH, does not
estrange the theolgian from his work and does not

deprive that-work of any of its indispensable self- -

reliance. The magisterium and theology have two
different tasks to perform: That is why neither can be
reduced to the“other. Yet they serve the whole.
Precisely on account of this configuration they must
remain in constant consultation with one another.”

This applies especially to the work of the In-
ternational Theological Commission which so clearly
shares the anxieties of the Supreme Pastor of the

" _Church, of the Roman Curia and of the bishops

throughout the world.

1T know that in this plenary session you have again
examined a number of questions on Christology. In the
- previous session, the Infernational Theological
Commission issued an éxcellent document which has
been useful for passing a critical judgment on modern

. disputes and. for deepening the understanding of the
- Church’s faith, and I hope that the continuation of this

work will bear fruit worthy of the studies thus far ’

carried out by the commrssron

In ‘this matter 1 have very much at heart three
concepts which I want to mention to: you briefly.

A) Jesus Christ is the image of God. and in Him were

created all things in heaven and:on earth. 'In the face of
Christ shines the splendor of the- invisible God' the
Father. This Jesus Christ is more than a prophet. He
has an exclusive communion with the Father. Then we
are only redeemed if Jesus Christ can in His own
‘person fully communicate the divine life. Thus we
: belleve in the Son of God, “God from God, light from

( -made;one.;

in many different—

Bl This Chnstlart fj:mh depends Son- ’the New

- Testament and on the l‘ vrng Tradmon of he Church

true Christians umted in: the bond of Sc ture andiin

this “Consensus of the first five centunes;ws they say. E
“The. work of theology should be' a help o that

patrimony and to the .heritage of the eafly- Church
more than in the past. Don't ignoi'e this spiritual force
in modern discussions, expecially in-the ecumemcal

-ones. The many statements and so many experiences

in the course of -this reflection with separated

' Christians has given great hope of greater unity.

O Chnstologncal reflecnon in the ultrmate analysrs A
gives praise to the tfiune God and gives thanks for l-hs

statémeént* iny Pastoral Consmution ’Gaudiumv et
~Spes. “Christ-the finalAdam- . fully teveals fiian to

" man hlmsell and: makes His supreme eullmg clear. "

ln this field great work lm buned for modern
theology .

Therefore l was.glad when l heard that next time
you want to rake. astart on the subject of “the drgmty
of the human person

Notiee the close. oonnectlon between your programs
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