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My venerated predecessor Pope Paul VI founded 
the International TheoJogical Commission in the year 
1969 after, the Fathers of the Extraordinary Synod of 
Bishops had two years previously expressed a desire 
that this should be done. "" . 

The duty of the commission is "to assist the Holy 
See and, in a special way, the Sacred Congregation (for 
the Doctrine of the Faith) in examining doctrinal 
questions of greater importance." 

In. the two five-year periods 
which have passed, the 
theological commission has 
fulfilled this task happily and 
usefully in many different—. 
ways. This is well known from 
the many documents which 
have been issued so far. 

I knew that it has been of 
great assistance not only to the 
Roman Pontiff, the Sacred 
Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the -Faith and the other ; 

departments of the Roman CuriaTnit also to the 
episcopal conferences and for the advancement of 
theology. 

This service has been entirely necessary in these 
difficult times when new questions and different 
opinions have arisen about them and it has helped to 
nourish and strengthen the one faith in the one 
Church. For this reason the work of the theological 
commission always increases and I repeat what I said 
in my address Oct. 26, 1979, to those taking part then 
in the commission; namely: "We strongly approve of it, 
we attach great importance to it and we expect much 
from it." 

In this office you must greatly assist and benefit the 
good and fruitful relations between the magisterium 
and theology. Therefore, allow me to recall what I said 
Nov. 18 of last year to the professors of sacred 
theology in Altotmg when I was making my pastoral 
visits in Germany: "Theology is a science with all the 
possibilities of human perception. It is free in the 
application of methods and analyses. Nevertheless, 
theologians must see where they stand in relation to 
the faith of the Church. The credit for our faith goes 
not to ourselves; indeed it is 'built upon the foundation 
of the Apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief cornerstone." Theologians, too, must 
take faith as the basis. They can throw light on it but 
they cannot produce it . . . Love for the physical 
Church, which also includes belief in the testimony of 
faith and the Magisterium of the Church, does not 
estrange the theolgian from his work and does not 
deprive, that work of any of its indispensable self-
reliance. The magisterium arid theology have two 
different tasks to perform: That is why neither can be 
reduced to the^other. Yet they serve the whole. 
Precisely on account of this configuration they must 
remain in constant consultation with one another." 

This applies especially to the work of the In
ternational Theological Commission which so clearly 
shares the anxieties of the Supreme Pastor of the 
Church, of the Roman Curia and of the bishops 
throughout the world. 

I know that in this plenary session you have again 
examined a number of questions on Christology. In the 
previous session, the International Theological 
Commission issued an excellent document which has 
been useful for passing a critical judgment on modern 
disputes and for deepening the understanding of the 
Churches faith, and I hope that the continuation of this 
work will bear fruit worthy of the studies thus far 
carried out by the commission. 

In this matter I have very much at heart three 
concepts which I want to mention to you briefly. 

A) Jesus Christ is the image of God and in Him were 
created all things in heaven and on earth. In the facer of 
Christ shines the splendor of the invisible God the —^ 
Father. This Jesus Christ is more than a prophet. He 
has an exclusive communion with the Father. Then we 
are only redeemed' if Jesus Christ can in His own 
person fully communicate the divine life. Thus we . 
believe hi the Son of God, "God from God, light from 
light, true God from true God, begotten not mad*v one > y 
in substance with the Father, through Hfm all things 
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B) This Christian faith, depends ^on the New 
Testament and on the living Tradition ofjthe Church 
as it is revelaed in the ecumenical councils of the early 
centuries. The celebration of the First Council of 
Constantinople this yearteminds us of t |w^ who were -
true Christians united in the bond of Scripture and in 
this "Consensus of the first five centuries," as they say. 

The work of theology should be a Help to that 
patrimony and to the heritage of the early Church 
more than in the past Don't ignore this spiritual, force 
in modern discussions, expecially in the ecumenical 
ones. The many statements and so many experiences 
in the course of this reflection with separated 
Christians has given great hope of greater unity. 

C) Christological reflection, in the ultimate analysis, 
gives praise to the triune God and gives thanks for His 

infjnte gc>o îw%:;but it also, has an anthropological 
signifi^n^. lirefer to the excellent and well-known 
stateritthtMn the Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et 
Sr^/^rJstthjBfJnaMu^m;.. fully rcveils man to 
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I tried to explain this concept in the encyclical 
Letters Redemptor Hominis and Dives in Misericordia 
in accordant with the anxieties and leggings of men. 
In this field great work lies buried for modern 
theology. . 

Therefore, I was. glad when 1 heard that next time 
you want to make a start on the subject of "the dignity 
Of the hitman person." 

Notice the close connection between your programs 
of study. — 
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AUTO REPAIR 

2M-1I1S 
Elmtr's M | M M 6araft, lac, 

General Repairs 
Automotive Transmission 

AAA Towing . 
1848 MONROE AVE. 

ROCHESTER, NY 14618 
l»aar 12 Corner* 

BAKERY/CATERING 

lr.Wf«OT 
-(711) 

BATHROOMS 

Quality 
Plumbing 

and Heating 

(716)647-9420 
1006 Lyel l Ave. 

ECORDS msm 
<6L 

Alpha & Omega 
Christian 

Boots & Records 

Four Comers 
Penftold, NY 14526 

716-381-1250 

CANDY'CRAFTS 
-MARTHA'S-
Cake Decorating 

Largest selection of chocolate 
molds and supplies. N A F 

chocolate, safe for hyper active 
children wholesale/retail/ 

free demos. 
Mrirtwm xmimtrmttM* 
223-1733 -•- -;:.; * ;t &S*m 
: Learn to Make Delicious 
Candy in Your Own Kitchen 
Chocolates UnHmifed 

FREE CLASSES 
Now at Two Convenient Locations 

75 Main St; 425 Stone Rd 
Webster Greece 
872-0535 #621-5707 
CUSTOM UPHOLSTER 

' Buyiiifti^riupnoWir 
ExpartWok.rfnonkb^ Arte* 

Modtr$faicountt 
SIR CHAIR 

MYNtVEN 
175 Nunda Blvd. 
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BUSINESSES LISTED BELOW HAVE 

PROVEN THEMSELVES COURTEOUS AND DEPENDABLE 

IN SALES AND SERVICE 

< * • « , • 

State-wide Home Improvement 
• Roofing 

. • Siding 
• Insulation 
• Gutters 
• Additions 

Painting — Interior and Exterior 
Free Estimates— Fully Insured 

Caff now tor pre-seaaon rata* 

We Take Pride At Statewide 716^158-6388 

MUSIC 

PAINT/WALLPAPER 

3 

INSURANCE 

1 £U 

I i 

CLEANS Caraete-W: 
fwn!Un,mt Ftoors 

473-3290 
Haaa^Cfaaiat Special 

MOFFwitaiak 

Keating-Biielte, Inc. 
1064SibtoyTowerBldg. 

"All Your Insurance Needs 
Call Jim Keating 

71t>232-fl1M 

^•mr 

J tippled CsMiiu» 
Reasonable Rates 

FieeEiiimates 
Fully Insured 

.671-3701 
PERIODICALS 

Professional pteaningSen/ic* 

FURNITURE CLEANING 
482-6460 

INTERIOR DESIGNER 

FACTORY OUTLETS 

. •.-' fv^^^^rt^sf 

- 3350 Monroe *V4nu« 
Rochester, NY. 14818 
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Manson News Dist, Inc. 

634 South Avenue ''" 
P.O. Box 1211 Telephone 
ftochester;ti¥ 14620 (716)244-3680:' 
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PRINTING 

YOURWURHOUSE 
and White Site Factory Outlet 

Men's and Women's Apparel 
" " Linens and Draperies -> 

Brand Names at Discount Prices 
Kirohwr Park, Webalw Village 
MJ.W,S1*S:30*TH,F10-9 

265-9880 

JEWELRY 

NEW/USED 
AUTO SALES 

ODD'S N ENDS 
U Kt.lt. 6oW 
upt<*75%»Ff 

Indian Jewelry and 
Silver at a Discount 

342-6645 
1732 Norton St Rochester NY 

FRANKLIN PRESS : 

; 3 « « l . Pay St_ Been.. N.Y14604 
*S9pNRe}n0CittV0Q'ttQRr09fZ0-

•.•-:'JtMi&Hm.i*. . 
—POINTING S E B V I C M - -

' •Stationery • Legal •Medical 
• Accounting* Lalttf Heads 

• Bulletins* Statements* Envelopes 
' • B"u?ine*S'CarclS^-' '».' 

• GALL454M73(I' 

VIDEO SUPPLIES 

I JT"" JEWELERS 

5864840 
DALEA.MIODEKER 
afy major concern Is-your 

UlitltCIKHt — 

Bob Hackings Otdtmobita 
800 Panorama Tr 

DianMnfla9 iMatCMrSf 
rings^goMchainS) 

crystal accessories 

T R I O levoele&s 
Culver Ridge Plaza 

-. 266-1755 . 

TILUIGEIUU'VIDEO 
- OLD CHURCH MALI -

75 W MatnSt Webster 

8724140 
jnVMwrae* » M W F H 

w iwilhmvnbtrslup) 
Atari Billy Odyssey' Inltllmsicn 

Qpen70eys 

ATTORNEYS 

HEATING 
MOUNTAINEERING 

X C SKI SPECIALTY 

timer 

Heating & Cooling 
Service & Installations 

Gas &Qi. Furnace 
Central Air & Heat Pumps 

Electronic AirClaanurs 

JOHN BErLEM INC 

CALL PAUL -

m*tsa 

KTJMETNkUUJUrr 
Attorney 

• PanMy Prableaw 
» T r a W c C e f t - Crlartml 

etankniplcy •» Wt^t> HeWs— 

25 Main Strat i * RochatteS 
latoaaicalMMiM 

-232-TStO, 
"M 

ToAdrert/se 
in This Section 

Ciff -
Couriwfitourn*t 
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