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them, the fray with pn>abortiqnists may well be futile.
We must hold hands and try to make minds meet.

f J j j j | g t & « & « . ^aboi'tien Controversy has been

HBy unseemly and bitter invective. Now with

| M S i ^ n d m e n t providing the latest complexity
^ | t e | ^ i e i ; n e w diatribe and dirty tactics have arisen
l ^ f j S t c h Amendment would enable Congress and
tl^" states 'to restrict abortions despite the 1973,
liberalizing Supreme Court ruling —.restrict-but not
necessarily ban. Because of that pragmatic approach;
Hatch; has not been able to. please all pro-lifers. The
anti-abortionforces have been divided into two camps:
the first includes the Catholic bishops of the United
States and feels that any reduction in the 1.5 million
abortions performed annually will be a blessing; the
other feels that morality cannot be compromised and
that Hatch is a sellout.
Recently, and we use this quote only to show that
such sentiment may develop unless quickly quelled, a
Catholic official referred to anti-Hatch pro-lifers as the
"lunatic fringe." This is not only unkind but also
hypocritical since in the very near past, that also was
the stand of the official Roman Catholic Church in the
United States and still is its position in the rest of the
world where there is no Hatch Amendment.
Far from labeling strict pro-lifers, we must remain
their friends. Hatch Amendment or not. Without

On the other side of the issue, dirty tactics seem to
have been raised. Archbishop John R. Roach of
Minneapolis-St. Paul and president of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops, has said that
"dishonest and powerful forces" have moved into his
state injan attempt to embarrass him and discredit proHatch forces. He said that pro-abortionists have made
mailings to students at two Catholic colleges in St. Paul
falsely claiming that Hatch would outlaw forms of
birth control. Aside from the morality question involved, the claims are patently and deliberately false.
Archbishop Roach said the "attacks are bitter, wellfunded, and we cannot assume that without our efforts
to effect it, a human life amendment can succeed."
He feels .that pro-abortionists will be working more
at the grassroots level than on the, national scene.
Therefore, we must all stay informed and alert to such
unfair procedures.
Arid it is vital, perhaps that word could not be better
used, to follow the lead of Bishop Matthew H. Clark
•and the U.S. Bishops in support of Hatch. The
amendment will first be debated in the Senate and if it
passes that hurdle it will face an even more difficult
fight in the House of Representatives, where minds
must be changed if Hatch is to become law. Thatchore
lies squarely in our hands. We must write and call our
representatives to let them know of our support of the
Hatch Amendment.
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Feb. 28—St. Patrick's. Corning. 10:45 a.m.
March 1 — St. Vincent's, Corning, 7:30 p.m.
March 1 — St. Agnes, Avon, 8 p.m.
MarcJlT4 —St. Mary's. Ontario, 7:30 p.m.
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Fight Bigotry
One of the saddest of truths is thai Christianity itself,
is blemished by pocKmarKs of ibigotry. This is so even
though it is hypocritical, to say the least, for some to
preach the brotherhood of man under the Fatherhood
£>f God and then^flecide some human beings of His
creation should be excluded.
Because such thought persists among Christians,
including Catholics, the bishops of the United States
issued a pastoral letter urging each diocese to combat
such bigotry and. racism. Bishop Matthew H. Clark
points out that this diocese fulfills that call through its
Office of Black Ministries. This office shares in next
weekend's Black arid Native American collection along
with the National Office for Jftack and Native
American Missions and the National Office of Black
Catholics.
• Many Catholics rightfully concerned over the blight
of bigotry within their Church and nation seek ways to
end it. One easy and sure method is by contributing to
the collection this weekend. As Bishop Clark states in
his letter elsewhere in the paper, supporting the
collection donations will not only help the poor but
will also "proclaim our gratijtude for the richness of,
black culture and-heritage witih which we are graced as
Church and nation."
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Editor:
Re the comments by
Stephenie McCormick (2-10)
on
abortion
remaining
available for women pregnant
against their wills through
rape or incest • and her expressed fear of a return to
back-alley abortions, as an
opposition to Hatch.
In 1972. the year before the
infamous Supreme Court
decision; there were 140
maiemal deaths from illegal
abortions. The Chicago Sun
Times exposed false reporting
from four abortion clinics in
its area, Ii discovered 12
unreported deaths attributable
to these abortion clinics and if
we take the cover from our
eyes and hearts. we"ll realize
this false reporting is
duplicated in every state. The
maternal deaths from legal
abortions now exceed the rate
from illegal abortions. After
the strong Hyde language
resiricting Medicaid funding
two years ago. it was
threatened that we would see
a large increase in maternal
deaths from illegal abortions.
This has simply not happened!
Beyond these deaths, Ms.
McCormick has not taken
into account in her concern
for women that horrendous
abortion complications are a
fact. Do we see chronic inflammatory conditions of
femal organs, sterility, tubal
pregnancies and spontaneous'
abortions
of
future
. pregnancies as benefits to
women?- Any-maternal death
is a sorrow but let's not forget
that in every abortion there is
at least 'one death — the
child's.

compared with the total of 1.5
million is infinitesimal.
Besides all of theaboye. for
a compassionate person like
Ms. McCormick. the Hatch
Amendment should be just
tjhe process to endorse. It wilk
establish a minimum national ^
Standard of protection for the
unborn and each state can
legislate more restrictively but
riot more liberally. We foresee
t|he
national
minimum
Standard will allow abortion
for life of the mother and at
Ijeast in cases of rape and
incest. This standard may not
be all the very conservative
Would desire but it will appeal
to everyone except those who
ire for abortion on demand
for any reason as we have
today.
i For instance, does Ms.
McCormick want abortion to
be used as birth control? With
32 percent of all abortions being done for the second time
and "23 percent for the third
time, this is not a rhetorical
question — it is a reality! Do
we believe a teenager should
have an abortion with
parental knowledge? Do we
believe the father has no
rights pver his child? Do we
want abortion for convenience, wrong sex or in the
seventh to ninth months? Do
we want a handicapped child
aborted, and .if we do. what
are we saying to those who are
living and handicapped?

It is vital to realize that the "
hard cases are the smallest
portion of our national figure
of 1.5 million abortions each
yiear. With .the Hatch HLA
we have the opportunity to
open discussions at the
Rape and incest are the legislative level which we
trumpet calls of th» pro- cannot do now because of the
abortionists as they stir in Supreme Court. We need
every heart sincere concern. every caring, thoughtful ^
However, a rape victim- person to be involved to pass ~'"
usually does not become this legislation.
pregnant. The rapist is often
infertile and unable to
Our bishops are not saying
complete the act. The woman that by supporting the Hatch
is only fertile one or two days that some abortions are aca month and it has been ceptable. They are saying that
proven that a woman having 1.5 million abortionsyearly is
trauma very often does not unacceptable and something
ovulate. In addition, there are must be done now, I hope that
medical procedures available Ms. McCormick and others
if the woman is seen at a with questions will attend the
information programs on,
medical center immediately.
Hatch presented by the _,
Incest is a difficult -Human^ Life Commission.
emotional problem which Decisions made in the dark
requires psychiatric care for are often not the best ones.
the whole family. Aborting an
innocent baby will not correct
PegTuriano
the. problem. or mend the
Coordinator
hurts. The percentage of
Human Life Commission ,*»
abortions done for incest
Diocese of Rochester

