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Getting Married? 
You Need a License 
And a Premarital Exam 
T H E M A R R I A G E 

LICENSE 

A couple who intends to be 
married in New York= State 
must apply in person for a 
marriage license to any town 
or city clerk in the state. The 
application for such a license 
must be signed only by the 
bride and groom, if both are 
18 years of age or older. 

How long is it valid? 

A marriage license is valid 
for 60 days from the date it 
was issued. However, the ' 
marriage ceremony may not 
take place within three days 

• from the date on which either, 
blood speciman was taken or 
within 24 hours from the time 
that the license was issued, 
whichever is later. 

It is noteworthy that the 
day, on which the blood is 
taken does not count as one of 
the three days. 

How much dofs it cost? 

The fee is'$5 for the license 
and up to $5 for the Cer
t i f i c a t e of M a r r i a g e 
Registration. The latter is 
automatically sent by the 
clerk to the applicants within 
15 days after the completed 
license is returned by the 
officiant, and serves as notice 
that a record of their marriage 
is on file. 

T H E P R E M A R I T A L 
EXAM 

Upon application, the clerk 
will require from each ap
plicant a statement signed by 
a licensed physician or a 
commissioned medical officer 
of the Armed Forces or the 

>UJS. Public Health Service. 
The statement must indicate 
that on the basis of an 
examination and blood test, 
the" applicant is not infected 
with syphilis or, if infected, is 
not in a communicable state. 

The statement, form VS-
77M, is usually provided to 
physicians by the laboratory 
performing the blood test. The 
applicants obtain their, 
respective statements from the 

, physician when the results of 
the blood test are returned by 
the laboratory. 

A premarital examination 
report is valid for 30 days 
from the^date on which the 
examination and blood test 
are made. 

An examination and blood 
__ test are not required when a 
" couple who is already legally 

married needs a license for the 
purpose of a second or 

• subsequent ceremony. 

The . provisions of . the 
premarital examination and 
blood test may be modified or 
waived by order of a justice of 
the Supreme Court or the 
county judge of the county in 
which the woman resides. 
Such justice or judge may also 
authorize the ceremony to 
take place immediately. 

W H O C A N GET 
MARRIED? 

A perso'n may be required 
to submit documentary proof 
of age in the form of a birth 
certificate, baptismal record, 
passport, driver's license, 
employment certificate, 
school record, immigration 
record, naturalization record 
or court record. No other type 

of proof, such as a statement 
by parents, may be accepted. 

T h e r e a r e s p e c i a l 
requirements for issuing a 
marriage license to minors: 

• Marriage is prohibited if 
the man is less than 16 years 
of age or the woman is under 
14. 

• If the woman is over 14 
but under 16, she must submit 
the written consent of both of 
her parents or guardian and 
the written approval of either 
a justice of the Supreme Court 
or the judge of a Family Court 
having jurisdiction of the area 
where she applies for a license. 

• If either the man or 
woman is over 16 but under 
18 years of age, he or she must 
submit the .written consent of 
both parents or guardian. 

One parent alone may 
consent to a minor's marriage 
if: a) the other parent has. been 
missing for one year preceding 
the application; b) the parents 
have been divorced and the 
consenting parent was given 
full custody-of the child when 
the divorce decree was 
awarded; o r - c ) the other 
parent has been judged in
competent. 

Parents, guardians or other 
persons consenting to the _ 
marriage of a minor must 
personally appear and 
acknowledge or execute their 
consent before the town or 
city , clerk or some other 
authorized official. If the 
affidavit is made before an 
official outside of the State of 
New York, it must be ac
companied by a certificate of 
authentication when the 
consent is filed in New York 
State. 

Familial Restrictions 

A marriage may not take 
place in New York State 
between an ancestor and 
descendant, a , brother and 
sister (full- or half-blood), an 
uncle and niece or an aunt 
and nephew, regardless of 
whether or- not these persons 
are legitimate or illegitimate 
offspring. 

IF YOU'VE BEEN 
MARRIED BEFORE 

Information regarding 
previous marriages must be 
furnished. jn the application 
for a marriage license. This 
includes whether the former 
spouse or spouses are living, 
and whether the applicants 
are divorced persons and, if 
so,, when, where and against 
whom the divorce or divorces 
were granted. A Certificate of 

. Dissolution of Marriage issued 
by a county clerk may be 
required by the clerk issuing 
the marriage license. 

WHAT ABOUT 
THE CEREMONY? 

To be valid, a marriage 
must be conducted by one of 
the individuals specified in 
Section 11 of the Domestic 
Relations Law,. Further in
formation concerning who 
may perform a marriage 
ceremony is available from 
the clerk. 

The marriage certificate 
must be signed by the officiant 
and at least one witness. 

Within five days of the 
marriage, the officiant must 
forward the marriage cer-" 
tificate to the town or city 
clerk who issued the license. If 
there "was a court order 
authorizing an immediate 
ceremony, it must also be sent 
to the clerk. 

You're Special 
And Feb. 14 
Will Note the Fact 

Your marriage is oiir 
business! Why? Because 
we're married and we love it. 
What you do with your 
marriage effects all of us. Of 
course what we do with our 
marriage effects you also. 

We all have a stake in 
each other. In fact, the 
whole Church has a stake in 
us. As. married couples we 
are pretty special people. We 
are a Sacrament in the flesh. 
We are one of seven specific 
ways that Jesus has chosen 
to reveal Himself — His love 
for' us — to the whole 
Church. In fact, to the 
world. We are special. We 
have been called to a special 
way of life, to a special, 
vocation, but we are not 
alone in our journey. 

Our relationship as 
'husband and wife is our 
prime focus. Each day we 
want to strive to love each 
other more and more, and 
the more we love one 
another, the more we'll be 
able to love our family, Our 
children, our Church, our 
God. And to help us do this, 
we have been given special 
graces. Special graces qf the 
Sacrament of Matrimony. 
It's those special graces that 
help us to live out our call to 
be a couple, a couple who is 
madly, passionately in love 
with one, another.: It's a.caJL 

to be different from the rest 
of the world — it's a call to 
intimacy with each other — 
it's a call to be romantic with 
one another. It's a call to 
believe that our Sacrament 
of Matrimony, our love 
relationship, is God's plan 
for us — that what He 
wants most for us is to love 
one another as totally as we 
possiblly can. 

So, you are not alone — 
we are right there beside 
you, God is right there with 
you. We believe in you, we 
believe in us, and we believe 
that as married couples "we 
can make a difference in our 
Church and in our world. 

Throughout the country, 
Feb. 14, Valentine's Day, is 
being celebrated as "We 
believe in Marriage Day." 
Governors and mayors of 
cities are proclaiming this 
day publicly. It's time we as 
married couples stand up 
and shout from the roof-tops 
how great our Sacrament of 
Matrimony is. Come join us 
celebrate "us" on Feb. 13 at 
Midtown Mall in Rochester 
and/or your own local parish 
on Sunday, Feb. 14. "We 
believe in Marriage." 

God bless you all, 
Phil and Pat Brockmyre 

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter of Rochester 

• Furniture 
•Carpeting 

Everything For The Home! 

Make your selection from 

the largest display of 

famous brand, quality 

home furnishings in 

Upstate New York! 

Use One Of Our 
Convenient Payment Plans 
Ask About Instant Credit 

Mangurian's 
There's More To See! 

EAST: 531 Monroe Ave. At S. Goodman St. 
WEST: 3042 Ridge Rd. W. (Past Ridgemont Plaza) 

"Rochester, New York 

JEAN 

Jean 
Brown 
Travel 

DEBBIE 
THE WORRY-FREE PLANNING 

OF YOUR DREAM HONEYMOON 
IS AS IMPORTANT TO U§ AS 

— IT IS TO YOU ' - ' . 

THE CARIBBEAN 
FROM THE WARM SUN TO THETRANQUIL 

^ SEA — THE CARIBBEAN OFFERS SOMETHING 
X A FOR EVERYONE — 

• \ • EUROPE 
^ WltH ITS VARIED PEOPLE, FOOD, 

AND CULTURE, EUROPE HAS NEVER BEEN 
MORE AFFORDABLE 

FLORIDA 
AMERICA'S SHINING PRIDE-FLORIDA HASENOUGH 

SUN AND SURF TO WARM EVERYONE'S HEART 

CRUISES A DREAM HONEYMOON AT SEA? 
NATURALLY! 

HAWAII 
LUSH, GREEN, 
BEAUTIFUL — 

A TROPICAL PARADISE 

CANADA 
TORONTO — SKIING -± THE FALLS 

VISIT YOUR GOOD NEIGHBORS 

BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE YOUR 
FREE GIFT — NQ OBLIGATION 

Hours: Mon.Fri. 
, 9 to 5 

Tr. Sat. 
9 to 8 10to1 
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