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Science Must Not Attack Human Dignity 
Following is excerpted from a recent address by 

Pope John Paul II to members of the scientific 
community, in particular the Pontifical Academy of the 
Sciences. 

Cosmogony and cosmology have always aroused 
great interest among peoples and'religions. The Bible 
itself speaks to us of the origin of the universe and its 
makeup, not in order to provide us with a scientific 
treatise, but in order to state the correct relationship of 

man with God and with the 
universe. Sacred .Scripture 
wishes simply to declare that 
the world was created by God, 
and in order to teach this truth, 
it expresses itself in the terms of 
the cosmology in use at the 
time of the writer. 

The Sapred Book likewise 
wishes to tell men that the 
world was not created as the 
seat of the gods, as was taught 
by other • cosmogonies and 

cosmologies, but was, rather, created for the service of 
man and the glory of God. 

Any other teaching about the origin and makeup of 
the universe is alien to the intentions of the Bible, 
which does not wish to teach how heaven was made 
but how one goes to heaven. 

Any scientific hypothesis on the origin of the world, 
such as the hypothesis of a primitive atom frorrrwhich 
derived the whole of the physical- universe, leaves open 
the problem concerning the universe's beginning. 

Science, cannot, of itself, solve this question: there is 
needed that human knowledge that rises above physics " 
and astrophysics and which is called metaphysics; 

-there is needed, above air, the knowledgejhat comes 
from God's revelation. Thirty' years ago, on Nov. 22, 
1951, my predecessor, Pope Pius XII, speaking about 
the problem of the origin of the universe on the micro-
seism organized by the Pontifical Academy of 
Sciences, expressed himself as follows: 

"In vain one would expect a reply from the sciences 
of> nature, which, on the contrary, frankly declare that 
they find themselves by an insoluble enigma. 

"It is equally certain that the human mind, versed in 
philosophical meditation, penetrates the problem more 
deeply. One cannot deny that a mind which is 
enlightened and enriched by modern scientific 
knowledge and which calmly considers this problem is 
led to break the circle of matter which is totally 
autonomous — as being either uncreated or having 
created itself — and rise to a creating Mind. 

"With the same clear and critical gaze with which it 
examines 3 and judges the facts, it discerns and 
recognizes there the work of creative Omnipotence, 
whose, strength raised up by the powerful fiat' uttered 
millions of years ago by the creating Mind, has spread 
through the universe, calling into existence, in a 
gesture of generous love, matter teeming with energy." 

Members of the academy, I am very pleased with 
the theme that you have chosen for your plenary 
session beginning on this very day: "The Impact of 
Molecular Biology on Society." 

I realize the advantages that result — and 'can still 
-result — from the study and applications fo molecular 
biology, supplemented by other disciplines such as 
genetics and its technoloqical application in agriculture 
and industry, and also, as is envisaged, for the treat­
ment of various illnesses, some of a hereditary 
character. 

I have firm confidence in the world scientific 
community, and in a very special way, the Pontifical 
Academy of Sciences, and lam certain that thanks to 
them biological progress and research as also all other 
forms of scientific research and its technoloqical 
application, will be carried out in full respect for the 
norms of morality, safeguarding human dignity, 

freedom and equality. It is necessary that science 
should always be accompanied and controlled by the 
wisdom that belongs to the permanent spiritual 
heritage of humanity and that takes its inspiration 
from the design of God implanted in creation before 
being subsequently proclaimed by His Word. 

Reflection that is inspired by sicence and by the 
wisdom of the world scientific community must 
enlighten humanity regarding the consequences — 
good and bad — of scientific research and, especially,-
of that research which concerns man,, so that, on the 
one hand, there will be no fixation on anticultural 
positions that retard the progress of humanity and 
that, on the other hand, there will be no attack on 
man's most precious possession: the dignity of his 
person, destined to true progress in the unity of his 
physical, intellectual and spiritual well-being. _ 

There is another subject, which, during these days 
has occupied the thoughts of some of you; eminent 
scholars from different parts of the world: the question, 
of parasitic diseases, diseases which strike the poorest 
countries of the world and are a serious obstacle to the 
development of man in the harmonious framework of 
his physical, economic and spiritual well-being. 

The efforts to eliminate, as far as possible, the 
serious harm* caused by parasitic diseases to a con­
siderable part of humanity are inseparable from the 
efforts which should be made for the socioeconomic 
development of those same peoples. 

Human beings normally need a basic minimum of 
health and material goods in order to be a able to live 
in a manner worthy of their human and divine 
vocation. It is for this reason that Jesus turned with 
infinite love to the sick and infirm, and that He 
miraculously cured some of the diseases about which 
you have been concerned in these past days. 

May the Lord inspire and assist the work of the 
scientists and doctors who dedicate their research and 
profession to the study and treatment of human in­
firmities, especially those which are the most grave and 
humiliating. 

In addition to the question of parasitic diseases, the' 
academy has been studying the question of a scourge 
of catastrophic dimensions and gravity that could 
attack the health of humanity if a nuclear conflict were 
to break out. 

Over and above the death of a considerable part of 
the world's population, a nuclear conflict could have 
incalculable effects on the health of the present and 
future generations. 

The multi-disciplinary study which you are 
preparing to undertake cannot fail to be for the heads 
of state a reminder and arouse in all humanity an ever 
more intense desire for concord and peace, A desire 
which comes from the most profound depths of the 
human heart, and also from the message of Christ who 
came to bring peace tcrpeople of good will. 
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114 South Union Street, Rochester, New York 14607 

12th ANNUAL ANTIQUE show and sale. 
March 6 and 7,1982,11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Holy Cross School Auditorium, Lake 
Ave. and Latta Road,, Rochester 
(village ol Charlotte). 33 dealers, hot 
lunches and dinners available. Dona­
tion si. so. 

JEEPS, CARS. PICKUPS 
from $35. 

Available at local Gov't 
Auctions. For Directory 
call Surplus Data Center 

415-330-7800 

BOBBY LANE ORCHESTRA, top music 
for all occasions. Top musicians. 
467-7347. 

CHAMBER MUSIC lor your ceremony or 
reception, music ol the Baroque and 
Classical eras lor flute and violin. 
Tom'and Maxine Ellison. 225-0730. 

FREDDY BECK Orchestra. Rochester's 
finest music. Weddings, parties. 
Music for all occasions. 247-6328. 

WEDDING FLOWERS at reasonable 
prices. KEITH YOUNG, 254-5696. 

WEDDING PACKAGE Special: $99. Call 
Dave Michael. Penlield Florist, 
5864330. 

KITCHEN HELP for large convent. Pert-
' time weekends and some evenings. 

Work includes some food prepara­
tion and general kitchen duties. 
Phone 288-2427 between 8 a.m. and . 
noon for interview appointment. 

ODD JOBS: Storm windows remove, 
washing walls, floor waxing, cleaning 
gutters, etc. 436-4421. 

Locks,' deadbolts, plumbing, painting, 

PAINTING: INTERIOR and exterior. 
Over ten years of quality service to 
Courier subscribers. References 
available. For free estimates, please 
call 5944724. 

PAINTING a PAPERHANGING, 25 years 
experience. Retired union painter. -
20% discount- 2884945. 

electrical, extension phones, SMALL PAINTING Jobs by experienced 

ADDITIONS, GARAGES, patio decks. 
Change a basement into a family 
room. 854-9031. 

Carpenter work: additions, porch 
enclosures, paneling, doors and win­
dows, electrical work. 28 years ex-

. perience. Prompt, free estimates. 
Check our reputation. DiNAPOLI 
BROTHERS. Call anytime. 225-7681. 

CARPENTRY, DECKS, doors, windows, 
inside trim, porch enclosures, attics, 
locks and deadbolts. Roman Wallace, 
872-1205. 

CHIMNEYS Repaired - Painted, 
plastered, rebuilt, new. Best prices in 
town. 28 years experience. Free 
estimates. Check our reputation. 
OINapoli Bros. CALL ANYTIME. 
225-7681,227-4635. 

ELECTRICAL WIRING. Retired after 40 
years. Will still do residential jobs. 
Free estimates. Licensed. 885-1019. 

FIREWOO0: SEASONED hardwoods 
for sale $45 a face cord, delivered and 
stacked. 4'x8'x18'. 62*2830. 

Summer '827 Get ready now! Teens to 
seniors. Men and women. Perma­
nent, private, experienced. By ap­
pointment. ELECTROLYSIS 
MASTERS. 325-5898. Temple Bldg. 
601. ' " -

masonry, minor carpentry, security 
and (ire alarms, window ropes, glass 
replacing, -regiazing. All general 
repairs. Free estimates. ALL WORK 
DONE PROFESSIONALLY! 5864690. 

INCOME TAX: 15 years experience, 
reasonable. In-home service, call 
after 6 pjn. 2864584. 

n r m a n UGXSMITH 
Keys Made HsswT Locks Repaired 

f . e Emergtncy.Opening$. 

HURYSZ 
LOCK & KEY SERVICE 

586-0690 

painter. Reasonable. 
Ray Weber, 342-9066. 

Dependable. 

INTERIOR-EXTERIOR, experienced, 
dependable. Tom Mulhem, 244-5017. 
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CAR'ETAKERHANDYMAN. Club. Flexi­
ble hours, live In third floor one 
bedroom. No pets. 4734664, Mrs. 
Kay. -: 

COOK: EVENING: meal. 5 weekdays for 
6 adults. Transportation needed. Cell 
621-1714 after 4 p.m. 

MASON WORK - Patios, brick steps, 
chimneys, sidewalks, garage floors, 
planters, additions. Compare our 
prices. 28.years experience. Free 
estimates. Check our reputation. 
DiNapoli Bros. Call - Anytime. 
225-7681. 

ADDITIONS-STEPS, Patios. Fireplace 
chimneys repaired. 40 years ax-
perience. Insured. 266-1491 or 
225-4699. 

MASON WORK. Plaster repairs, new 
and old work. Also stucco, chimney 
repairs. No job too small. Free 
estimates. Call 594-2451. 

PHvitv MurewgCare 
for your loved one. In home, 
hospital or nursing- home.- Our 
nurses & home health aides provide 
assistance in personal hygiene, 
prescribed medical treatments, 
health . maintenance and 
rehabilitation. We also assist in 
meal preparation, light 
housekeeping & laundry service. 
Hours arranged to suit your needs. 
2—24 hours a day. 1—7 days a wk. 
Owned & managed by area private 
care nurses. 

-*-f 11 N. Goodman St. 14607 

4734622 

WANTED to RENT: small home or farm 
house near Rochester area. Reliable, 
handy. Good references and • job. 
Before 5:30 calf 454-3284. After 5:30, 
5444391. Ask for Myron. 

NULTON FUNERAL HOME will come 
. end talk with your group on pre-need -
and pre-paid funerals. Please call 
381-3900. -

Educational Programs 
On Hatch Amendment 

Feb. 7 — St. Patrick's. Mendon. 7:30 p.m. 

FROM ROCK to Bach — Miller to 
Manilow — for everyone. George'' 
Manning Orchestra. 467-6749. 

THE SOPHISTICATES - Music for All 
Occasions, under the direction of 
Sammy Prof eta. 288-3030 or 288-6372. 

CALL NOW FOR SPRING HOME 
REMODEL APPOINTMENTS! 

SPECIAL PRESEASON PRICES! 
EXTERIOR PAINTING 

, - Old Stone & Block Cellars 
Waterproofed • Brick Steps 

Patios Built 
lasalats YOUR ATTIC. CaUM. otkar 

COUIaJtUSwntlfttt. 6' INSULATION 
Be'ore-__ „„- ,Cal l After 
9a.m.227-3410 4 p.m. 

; SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS 

KRIS MOVERS, reasonable. Any time 
day or night. Free estmates. 
544-0051. 

K-D MOVING, STORAGE, and Hauling: 
Appliances and household. Hourly 
rates. Free estimates. 328-7730: 
4734357. 

DON'T THROW it away - sell it. I will 
buy you accumulations or manage 
your household sale-Nancy Flaherty, 
533-1746. 

WANTED to BUY: Used altar boy vest-
. rnents or choir robes in small sizes. 

663-5432. 


