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The Hatch Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
which would have the effect of reducmg abortions has
been picking up support, including that of the nation’s
bishops: Nevertheless, it faces stern opposition, not

-only from hardline abortion advocates, but also from

-~ pro-lifers who regard it as a sellout.

We certainly  empathize with pro-iférs who in
consciencé cannot endorse any legislation which does
not erase entirely abortion on demand in this country.
They sinéerely believe that no deals can be made on
such life-and-death issues.

Howcv‘er, we believe along with the U.S. bishops
that some movement off dead center %st be made on
thrs sore problem. '

Edmuﬁd Burke, the British statesman, in trying to
bring ab{ut conciliation with the recalcitrant colonics
-in America, said, “All government — indeed, every
human E§enefit and enjoyment, every virtue and every
prudent gct — is founded on.compromise and barter

Obvi usly, no compromise is satisfactory to all
concegned; otherwise. it wouldn’t be necessary. in the

k‘

- stitution. The Congress an

~ altogether. ‘But such a de

first place But, in this case,
start-all. That is the opmro of our bishops, who
constitute as strong an antr-ai}éortron bloc as exists in
theUmted States: } : ,_,W

. The exact language of the i‘g'htch Amendment:

“A right to abortion is n@% secured by this Con-
ithe several states shall
have concurrent power féﬁ restrict and . prohibit
abortion; provided that a pro é

which is more restrictive théd a conflicting provrsron

of alaw of Congress shall govern »

What the amcndmcm would do is establish that

there is no right to dn abbrtion guaranteed by the

Constitution; reverse the heifious 1973 Supreme Court
‘decision which liberalized -sbortion, and specifically
give the Congress and the States power to prohibit
abortions. It also would all6w the states to establish
€ven more restrictive standards of protection for the
unborn than set by,an Act g Congress (but not less
restrictive).

Cardinnl Terence Cooke,

_ bishops’ pro-life leader,
obviously would prefer

i se¢ abortions banned
pment is no closer in
reality than it was nine K
highest court permitted H
the Hatch Amendment shitlild be supported *“as a
realistic step which makes [% possible to restore legal
. protection to the un}bom .

In short, ifWould. at led [, reduce the number of

/\

¢ is not an end-all but a

ision of a law of a state

g years ago when the -
lized-abortion. He says- -

unborn children being lost in the present carnage. Not
perféct, to be sure, but a step in the right direction.

Pragmatic advantages also eXist. Its: sponsor, Sen.
Orrin Hatch of Utah, believes — and the U.S, bishops
concur — that other-human life amendments stand
> little or no chance in Congiess. Hatch supporters feel |
his amendment has a reasonable chance — provided it

recerves strong public support.

Amendments, Hatch cautioned in an excluswe
interview with this newsapper, are always difficult to .

~ enact. They need the support of two thirds in each

‘house of the Congress. After passage there, it must
. then go to the states' where three quarters, or 38 of .
them, must ratify before it returns to Congress and
becomes law.

~ Peg Turiano of the diocesan Human Life Com-
"missiori says that currenlty 28 states have already
expressed the wish for some sort of restrictions on

" abortion. So the job ahead would be to secure

r_z.ltificatio'n from 10 more states, including New York.

Plain to see, the road will be long and tortuous:The
amendment will be up for discussion in ‘the months
ahead. Its supporters feel the goal of reducing abor--
tions is attainable — but only with strong; and con-
sistent pubhc support.

In the words of Sen. Hatch to the Courier-Journal:
" “If we all stand up and fight and express ourselves,

we might very well get it through (the Congress) this
year.” '
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